“The Rising of the Son”
John 20:1-18
April 5, 2015 - Easter
Pastor E. David Streets
When you hear someone say “Easter” what word or words come to mind?
How about the Easter Bunny, that terribly oversized rabbit that frightens the
daylights out of children? Could someone please make an Easter bunny suit
that looks kind and gentle?
How about Easter eggs? How about chocolate bunnies and chocolate eggs
and jelly beans that are supposed to resemble eggs? How about
marshmallow peeps that everyone buys and nobody eats? They’re the last
thing left in your Easter basket, then they get thrown away. Do you know
their eyes are carnauba wax and if you put a marshmallow peep in a
microwave, the peep will explode but the eyes never change? That’s eerie
isn’t it?
How about Easter lilies and the other flowers that are used as gifts or to
decorate churches, like hyacinths and daffodils?
How about chicks and ducklings and bunnies? When I was a child it was
very common for parents to buy peeps or ducklings or bunnies for their
children for Easter. Stores like G.C. Murphy or Woolworths or W. T.
Grant’s would have an open-top display case, maybe 3 ft. x 4 ft. about 30
inches off the floor. It was way over-populated with peeps, some yellow,
some blue, some pink, some green colored with food coloring while still in
the shell. Little kids could reach right in and pet or pick up the peeps, which
really was not a good idea. Aside from the E.coli bacteria they carried, little
kids sometimes squeezed the peeps too tightly or dropped them. That wasn’t
good. “Mommy, why is the blue one in the corner not moving?” “It’s sick,
honey.”
We had 3 peeps at our home one Easter – one for me and one for each of my
sisters. We kept them in a big box with newspaper on the bottom. We fed
and watered them. One died. The others we gave to a farmer.
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Ok, so what else? What other word do we think of when we ponder Easter?
Let’s see, bunnies, eggs, lilies. I know! This is the best word! How about
“new”?
Okay, a show of hands here folks. How many of you are wearing something
new today? Raise your hands. If your spouse is wearing something new but
won’t raise his hand, you raise your other hand for him. Easter is huge day
for wearing new clothes. As a young boy my mother always had something
new for me and my sisters to wear. As parents, my wife and I always had
new outfits for our boys on Easter.
Do you know why? Tradition. People always did it and most do it still.
Know why else? Easter marks the arrival of spring and beginning of the
spring fashion season. For the last month and a half you’ve been receiving
catalogs and advertisements from Kohl’s, Nordstrom’s, Macy’s, JJill,
Johnston & Murphy, etc., showing you what is newly available this year so
that you could make your purchase for Easter. Then as you were getting
dressed to come to church today and you were about to walk out the door,
you took one final glance in the mirror and said to yourself, “You look
marvelous!”
Tradition, the arrival of spring fashion, but there’s one more reason why you
wear new clothing on Easter.
Because it’s new! You know when you took that one last glance into the
mirror before you left home today and you smiled at yourself and said out
loud or silently, “Gosh I look good!” Well, if you really wanted to be
theologically appropriate (things related to God) and accurate - not to
mention a little less conceited - you could have glanced in the mirror,
checked yourself up and down and then said to yourself, “I am new!”
When you’re all dressed up with new clothes on Easter it is totally
appropriate to look at yourself in the mirror, admire your new tie or top, your
new suit or dress and remind yourself, you are new! Gee, I love your tie,
new? Yes and I am new in Christ. Your shoes are beautiful. Are they new?
Yes, and I am a new person thanks to Jesus. You are a new person because
of Easter! You are a new person because God raised Jesus from the dead.
That’s why we wear new clothes on Easter and make a big deal about having
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something new. It’s to remind ourselves and one another that we are new
people.
I don’t know how it started. Maybe it was a conspiracy among garment
manufacturers to connect sales with a major religious holiday, but it works
for me. And it will work for you if you allow it to do so.
All those symbols of Easter I mentioned earlier – Easter eggs and chocolate
eggs and jelly eggs and baby chicks, ducklings and bunnies, lilies, hyacinths,
daffodils, all symbolize the same thing: new, new, new, new, new, new, new,
new and new. Easter is all about newness, newness of life.
Eggs symbolize new life. Flowers are new when they offer new blossoms.
Lilies and hyacinths and daffodils only bloom when they are new in the soil,
when they generate new growth from their dormant plant bulbs. Bunnies
and peeps and ducklings are new versions of rabbits, chickens and ducks.
New, new, new, new, new, new life.
On that first Easter morning, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and she saw
that the stone had been removed. She ran to the Disciples and reported what
she discovered. Peter and John ran to the tomb, went inside, and discovered
strips of linen lying there, but the body of Jesus was missing.
Meanwhile, a distraught Mary is wandering through the cemetery
wondering, fretting over what might have happened to Jesus. She bumps
into someone she thinks is the caretaker and she asks if he removed Jesus’
body, could he please return it to her.
But this gardener is no gardener. He is Jesus and when he calls Mary by
name she knows immediately that he is Jesus. She identifies him as teacher,
and if this were a major motion picture production, right here is where the
orchestration comes on full bore. It’s the greatest scene in the movie, and
the greatest event in Christianity until Jesus returns.
These are the most important events in the history of the Christian faith: the
birth of God’s son and the resurrection of God’s son. Today is a feast day!
Today is a day for a great celebration. I hope you’re headed for a banquet
after church today.
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But just exactly what does it mean? Well, because of Easter, you can be
forgiven for your sins. God created the world and everything in it. God
provided laws, instruction and guidelines so that we would get along with
one another and get the most out of what life has to offer. These guidelines
are based on loving God and others. Thinking we know better and wanting
to do what we want, we drift, defy, we disobey, we sin. When we sin we
deserve to be punished. But when he went to the cross Jesus took on the
burden of our sin and was punished for our sins so that we might experience
forgiveness and newness of life. When we ask for forgiveness, we are
forgiven and we get to start over once again with a clean slate with God.
That’s why they refer to it as being “born again” or receiving “new life in
Christ!” The old me, the old you, (us) were not forgiven people. The new
ones are.
Thanks to Easter, we have complete, unconditional acceptance by God.
Jesus took upon himself the sins of everyone in the whole world. Sinful
behavior separates us from God because God is so holy. But with the death
and resurrection of Jesus our sin is erased and we are accepted as daughters
and sons of God. We are God’s children! He loves us unconditionally. The
old you was not accepted by God. The new one is.
Since the tomb was empty, the hope and promise of life after death is
available to us. If you’re like me you don’t, or you didn’t, think very much
about eternal life until you lost someone very close to you or until you
became very sick. I think most of us are so consumed with trying to squeeze
everything we can into life that we seldom ponder life after death. We are so
busy with the duties and responsibilities of today - spouse, family, parents,
job, and responsibilities pertaining to our homes, outside involvement - that
we don’t even have time to think about tomorrow or the day after that. But
thanks to Easter, eternity with Jesus is ours to embrace! The old us didn’t
have this hope and promise. The new one does!
Thanks to the life, death and resurrection of Jesus, a better, fuller, richer,
deeper life is available to each one of us. Jesus said:
“I have come that you may have life and have it in all its
fullness.”
John 10:10
That’s what God wants for us. That’s what Jesus wants for us. That’s what
we want for us – richer, fuller lives. And it’s ours because God’s son Jesus
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rose from death to life on Easter. Life is better, there’s more to it when
Christ is at the center. The old us without Jesus did not have this blessing.
When the Son rose on Easter, when Jesus called Mary by name, I wonder if
she knew what it meant. Did it all come to her right away or did it come in
waves over the next few days?
She knew right away that he was alive, that he was God’s Son and that the
things he had said were true.
Did she realize that Jesus was stronger than death?
Did she realize that good had prevailed over evil?
Did she have any idea that in his death and resurrection Jesus paid the
penalty for the sins of all those who would believe in him, past, present,
future?
Did she recognize that God would no longer punish people for their sins or
keep them at a distance from him?
Did she understand that this meant that people could be forgiven and have a
second change and another and another?
Did she know that now we are all new creations in Christ?
Did she realize that this meant that, through the power of the Holy Spirit,
Jesus would always be with us to guide us, encourage us, chide us and
protect us?
Did she recognize that not only would Jesus experience life after death, but
all people who believe in Jesus would receive the hope and promise of life
after death? The invitation to share eternity with Jesus?
Did she know all of this?
“So Mary ran to the Disciples to tell them these things! I have seen the Lord
and he is alive!”
Paul writes in his second letter to the Church at Corinth:
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“So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of
view…Therefore if anyone is in Christ they are a new creation. The
old has gone. The new has come.”
II Cor. 5:7
That is a lovely dress you’re wearing today. Is it new? Why yes it is. And it
reminds me that I am a new person because of Easter!
Amen.
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