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Throughout the messages we have shared over the weeks and months and years,
we have tried to convince you that you are very important to God. You are very
special to God.
We’ve told you that God knows your name, knows the number of hairs on your
head, and that God is always with you.
We told you that God’s love for you is unequaled; all other love is less than his by
comparison; that God loves you and us so much that he gave his one and only son
to die for us, to forgive our sin so that we might have eternal life. And I’ve said in
the past that God’s love for you is so deep, so profound that if you were the only
person on the face of the earth, God would have given his son for your eternal
life, for your salvation, alone.
Why does God need to send Jesus for us? Well, we all are sinners, right? Yes, we
all sin. None of us is perfect. Our sin separates us from God. God is so holy, so
righteous that the sin in our lives makes us unworthy to be in God’s presence, to
be accepted by God. But, the life, the perfect life, the death, the sacrificial death,
and the resurrection, the victory over the forces of evil and death, of Jesus Christ
pays for our sin and enables us to be reunited with God. The death and
resurrection of Jesus eases the impact of our sin and provides for our salvation.
We’ve also told you that God wants what’s best for you, that followers of Jesus
Christ are invited to experience a better life and that life is better with Jesus at
the center of our lives.
Why would we say that? Because God created us. God, infinite in wisdom knows
what’s best for us. God designed us, so we should heed his instruction, his advice.
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Every Sunday I wear a portable microphone. It is a well-designed, very expensive
piece of equipment. It works well when you follow directions. It requires two
double A batteries to make it work. Those batteries must have power in them.
They must be installed a certain way, both polarities facing the same way. I could
say, “I’m smart, I’ve been through lots of schooling, two post-graduate degrees,
one a doctorate, therefore I know more than the engineers who designed it. I
think it will work with the batteries facing opposite ways. Other devices work
that way.” So I do it, I install them my way and guess what? It doesn’t work. It
still looks good in my pocket and on my face, but it doesn’t do what it was created
to do.
God designed and created us and knows what’s best for us. Life is better for us
when we are in relationship to God and follow God’s instruction. Obedience leads
to a richer, fuller life.
But we need to hear from God. If we are going to do what God wants us to do, if
we are going to follow God’s instruction, if we are going to honor God with our
lives and live life to the fullest, if God is going to help us when we’re struggling,
then we need to be able to hear from God. We need an answer to the question,
how can I hear from God?
Before we consider that question, I’d like us to consider a couple of other
questions: How would you like to hear from God and what would you like him to
say?
Many of us want to hear from God loud and clear so that it is undeniable. When I
was in Junior High I went to church camp. One of my counselors was Rev. Ray
Snair. He had been a coal miner ‘til God called him into ministry. “How’d that
happen?” I asked. One night he was awakened by a voice, a very clear voice that
said, “Ray, I want you to follow me.” He heard it a second time. “Ray, I want you
to follow me.” He knew it was God: He became a pastor.
If we don’t hear audibly from God, we’d like something like sky writing or geese
that align in the sky to spell-out a message. Either that or we want a fleece or a
burning bush, something God’s used before.
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When you want to hear from God, what do you want him to say? Do this or don’t
do this? Marry this girl or don’t? If you are that uncertain perhaps you’re not
ready to proceed! Choose this college over that college; this career over that
career; this house or that house?
The questions I have are: “Do we always want to hear form God,” “Are we willing
to hear what he has to say when he wants to say it?’ or do we only want answers
to our questions?
I believe there are 3 primary ways that we hear from God. They are all legitimate
but they may not carry equal weight and authority. They are:
1. Hearing directly from God in some “one on one” fashion.
2. Hearing through the voice of others.
3. By reading and understanding scripture.
Let’s consider each one.
Some of us, maybe all of us, may hear directly from God in some way. It could be
the voice of God himself that you hear in an undeniable way. My counselor Ray
Snair heard God’s voice. He was convinced. In the Book of Acts Philip was told by
the Holy Spirit – a manifestation of God – to go stand next to the chariot tended
by an Ethiopian eunuch. There Philip interpreted a passage of scripture the
Ethiopian was reading and led him to believe in Jesus.
We might not hear from God in a loud audible way. I wanted us to consider Elijah
in today’s scripture because his communication, from God, was less dramatic.
After Elijah’s dramatic showdown with King Ahab and the prophets of Baal on
Mount Carmel, Elijah fled, fearing for his life. So fearful and exhausted was Elijah
that he prayed to God, “I have had enough, Lord. Take my Life.” That ever
happen to you! You experience God profoundly, undeniably one moment, then
some time later that experience seems so distant. Instead Elijah ate and rested,
then traveled 40 days and nights until he reached Horeb, the mountain of God.
We begin with verse 11 of I Kings 19:
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The Lord said, “Go and stand on the mountain in the presence of the
Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by. Then a great and powerful
wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks before the
Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind. After the wind there was an
earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake. After the
earthquake came a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire. And after
the fire came a gentle whisper. When Elijah heard it, he pulled his
cloak over his face and went out and stood at the mouth of the cave.
Then a voice said to him, “What are you doing her, Elijah?”
I Kings 19:11-13
You see the Lord was in the whisper.
It’s possible that God will speak to you in an audible way. It’s possible that as a
result of our prayers and our private conversation with God that God will speak to
us through a gentle whisper, or even a nudge. Can you slow down enough to
listen?
Advantage: We get the message straight from God.
Disadvantage: We can’t be certain it’s directly from God.
The second way that God may speak to us is through the voice of others.
Prophets were instruments, spokespersons for God. Pastors and preachers and
authors can be spokespersons for God. Sunday school teachers can be
instruments of God, speaking hope and truth and life into the lives of their
students.
In addition, God may use small group leaders, members of our small groups and
Sunday School classes to speak to us. God may use our good friends, maybe a
mother, father, grandmother, grandfather, brother or sister; a husband or wife,
even a son or daughter to speak to us.
Any of those individuals can be used by God to call us to do something, to call us
into some special service to God, or to help us address a concern. Most pastors
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considered serving as pastors because someone who knew them suggested it to
them. More often than not, that’s how it starts. That’s how it happened for me.
My Pastor suggested I become a pastor. I told him that would never happen in a
million years. But the seed of God’s call to me was planted. I couldn’t get the
thought out of my mind. A few years later I enrolled in seminary.
God uses those around us to communicate with us, especially those who are in
close communication with God. They can help us to hear from God. That’s why
being part of a small group or Sunday School class is so important. The life of
faith, is not intended to be lived all alone, in isolation of others.
Others can speak hope and support to us when we face struggles. They remind us
of God’s love, God’s promises, God’s presence with us. Perhaps they are the
voices God uses to speak his truths to us, his words of comfort and support.
Still others can speak truth, truth on behalf of God when we are drifting,
confused, uncertain, moving in the wrong direction. They can be instruments in
the hands of God, voices that bring us back to God.
Advantage: We hear from people who know us, love us, care about us.
Disadvantage: We can’t be certain it’s actually from God.
I saved the best, most important for last: Scripture, the inspired word of God,
written by those who were inspired by the Holy Spirit. We hear from God
through scripture.
All scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking,
correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man (or woman)
of God may be equipped for every good work.
II Tim. 3:16
I can’t emphasize enough the value, the importance of having a good knowledge
of scripture. Scriptures helps us to understand God and his ways, Jesus and his
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life, the disciples and their ministries, the church, its creation, growth and value.
Scripture helps us understand best how to be God’s children and how to be
followers of Jesus Christ. I wish all of you would at least take Disciple I Bible
Study. You will learn so much.
Scripture is most valuable because when and if we think we hear directly from
God, we can compare what we think God may be saying to what God has said or
done in his word.
Occasionally someone will commit a crime and say God told them to do it.
Perhaps they did hear voices. Maybe they have mental illness. But God did not
tell them to kill whoever they killed: Commandment #6, You shall not kill; #7, You
shall not commit adultery; #8, You shall not steal.
Knowledge of scripture, of God and his instructions and Jesus and his ways
establishes the standard against which we should and must evaluate any
communication from God.
You may face a decision and a friend may advise you in a way that is inconsistent
with what God teaches or what Jesus modeled for us. Suppose someone upset
you and you wish evil for them, hoping misfortune will occur in their life. A friend
may allow you to rehearse your anger and rage. While Jesus said, “Love your
enemies and pray for those who persecute you.”
Advantage: All scripture is the inspired word of God. It is absolute truth.
Disadvantage: We may not understand it fully; its content and context.
We need to study it intentionally.
Most, if not all of us want to hear from God. That’s why we follow him, it’s why
we come. We believe and we believe he knows better than we do. We know
who he is and we’d love to have his guidance. Sometimes we short-circuit that
process because we are impatient, anxious to act, unwilling to wait. Sometimes
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we fail to hear from God because life is too busy. There is too much noise and
confusion and we are incapable of hearing God even if he is speaking to us.
We are impatient people leading fast-paced lives. We don’t like to wait for
anything. We want the answer now, in the midst of the noise and confusion. But
often the noise and confusion prevent us from hearing God’s voice.
Set aside the urgent, the immediate. God speaks in perfect time at precisely the
right moment. Listen for God. Wait for God. Yield to God. Remember these
words:
Be still; and know that I am God.
Clear communication, and a better life hang in the balance.
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Ps 46:10

