Clarifying Our Vision, Part III: What’s At Stake?
Deuteronomy 6:4-9 /Deuteronomy 31:1-13
May 21, 2017
Pastor E. David Streets

We are talking about the future of our church. We are engaged in a series of
messages that attempt to clarify the vision we have for Ingomar Church. This is our
third week on the subject. Today’s title is “What’s at Stake?”
Before we jump into that, please allow me to clarify something. Last week was my
birthday, it was my 66th birthday, as you know, thanks to the willingness of some
colleagues on our staff for whom I would lay down my life who sensed a need to
tell you my age. Such information may have caused some of you to say, “He’s 66.
How much longer till he retires?” To which I’m responding, I don’t know but I
don’t have plans to retire anytime soon.
Allow me to reference two passages of scripture, one from last week and one from
today.
Judges 2:8 – Joshua, son of Nun, the servant of the Lord, died at the age of 110.
Deuteronomy 31:1-2 – Then Moses went out and spoke these words to all Israel: “I
am now a hundred and twenty years old and I am no longer able to lead you.
So I am not planning to retire anytime soon.
Let’s review. In our first week, we stated that our purpose for being is based on the
Great Commandments and the Great Commission. Love God, love others, make
disciples.
The purpose of Ingomar Church is to reach people with the Good
News of Jesus and together become fully devoted followers of Christ.
Simply stated, we are in the business of reaching people and building believers.
We want people to find their way to Jesus and then we want to teach them about
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Jesus so they might follow his example and his teachings and make the world a
better place.
Then last week we spoke of being true to our mission. We began using the
example of the lifesaving station that initially began to save the lives of those lost
at sea – a noble cause. But after a while the place became more of a club and it
eventually lost its original purpose, the saving of lives.
We identified the similarity between the mission of the original lifesaving stations
and the mission of Jesus.
“You are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people
from their sins.”
Matt. 1:21
“Today in the town of David a savior has been born to you. He is
Christ the Lord.”
Lu. 2:1
“For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost. Lu.19:10
Both exist to save lost people.
Jesus came to save us from sin. We all sin, every day. We stand in need of the
forgiveness Jesus provides through his death and resurrection. The role of the
church is to lead people to Jesus where they understand who he is, what he has
done for them and they accept for themselves the saving work of Jesus on their
behalf.
We all need to be saved from sin. Jesus does that. But Jesus also helps us when we
face difficulties in life.
Realizing that Jesus hears our prayers and knowing that Jesus is by our side
prevents us from imploding when we face the harsh realities of life.
We say that life is better when Christ is at the center because it is. That does not
mean we’ll have everything we ever wanted or that we will never face heartache or
sickness or surgery or death. We will face some, maybe all of those things. But
facing them with Jesus by our side is much better than facing them without Jesus at
all.

2	
  
	
  

I believe it is better to face the unexpected circumstances of life with Jesus by our
side than it is to face these circumstances without him. Don’t you agree? It is
better to wrestle with the issues of parenting, sending your child into surgery, off to
school, overseas to defend our nation, to face your own illnesses and your own
death or the death of someone you love with Jesus by your side than it is to face
them alone.
One of the things that jumped off the page as I read today’s scripture is that God
says in two places that God is with us.
Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of
them, for the Lord your God goes with you; he will never leave you or
forsake you.
Deut. 31:6
Be strong and courageous, for you must go with this people into the
land that the Lord swore to their forefathers to give them, and you
must divide it among them as their inheritance. The Lord himself goes
before you and will be with you; He will never leave you nor forsake
you.
Deut. 31:7-8
Last week I mentioned the great work of Joshua, that he followed in Moses’
footsteps and that he was an incredible man of God. He led the Israelites across the
Jordan River into the Promised Land. He died at 40 years of age and all his
generation saved the Lord.
Then I read Judges 2:10
After that whole generation had been gathered up to their fathers (they
died) another generation grew up who knew neither the Lord nor what
he had done for Israel.
Judges 2:10
Someone dropped the baton of faith and a great big God became so small that an
entire generation could no longer see him. We have a tremendous responsibility to
raise up those who come after us. How shall we pass on the baton to the next
generation? Listen to a portion of our scripture for today.
Assemble the people – men, women and children, and the aliens
living in your towns – so they can listen and learn to fear the Lord
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your God and follow carefully all the words of this law. Their
children, who do not know this law, must hear it and learn to fear the
Lord your God as long as you live in the land you are crossing the
Jordan to possess.
Deut. 31:12-13
We pass off to the next generation by telling those who come after us about Jesus.
And certainly, one of the most important groups where we do that is with our
children.
We as parents have a responsibility to teach our children about Jesus. We as
grandparents have the responsibility to teach our grandchildren about Jesus. For
sure, we want to raise up the next generation to become fully devoted followers of
Jesus Christ so that the faith we hold dear will continue. Then they will pass it on
to their children and grandchildren and on and on. That’s critical. Christianity is
always only one generation from extinction.
But there’s something else, something more. We want our children to know and
understand Jesus as early as possible so that they too will experience a better life
even earlier in life.
Do you ever say, have you ever said, “I wish I knew then what I know now?” I
have. Knowing what I now know would have helped me to avoid some of the
mistakes I made earlier in my life. I also wish that I had understood more about
Jesus earlier in my life.
Our leadership at Ingomar Church believes that we need to place an even greater
emphasis on teaching our children about the love, grace, forgiveness, acceptance,
sacrifice, life and teachings of Jesus like we have never before. And we believe
that the sooner we do it, the earlier in their lives we do it, the better their lives will
be.
Experts say that the demographic that is most likely to respond to the message of
Jesus is children. Around here we believe that children are the most likely to
respond to the gospel of Jesus, up to age 14. But we don’t give up at 14, we go to
18.
We want to introduce our children and the children of our community to Jesus as
early as possible. The sooner we do it, the better they will be.
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Recently I listened to a message by Pastor John Hays from Jersey Baptist Church
in Ohio. He spoke of the urgency of passing on our faith to our children. He
emphasized the value of developing faith in children early enough that they might
avoid making some of the same mistakes and poor choices that we made in our
lives. Some of us, all of us perhaps, have been scarred by bad choices we made in
our lives that we might not have made had we known Jesus better than we did;
earlier than we did.
He went on to say,
“We never want to push a child prematurely beyond what the Spirit is
doing in the life of that child, but what if we can rescue children from
the scars of sinful choices by leading them to embrace Christ and by
us discipling them?”
Wouldn’t we want to do that? That’s what Danielle Seitz, our Director of
Children’s Ministry and her team is trying to do. That’s what Megan Delgrosso,
our Youth Director and her leadership team is trying to do. They want to make the
lives of those entrusted to their care better, now, today. It’s what Robin Macon and
her staff at our preschool and childcare areas are trying to do as well.
I asked some of our leaders to describe some of the issues that confront our
children and/or our youth. Here’s their list:
Peer pressure – 4 years old
The pressure and unrealistic expectations created by social media
Pressures related to body image
Pressure to use drugs, alcohol -11 years old
Temptation to measure your worth by your achievements
Troubles at home – broken families-no one to teach faith at home
Self worth issues related to the “fake life” created by social media
Suicide as a reasonable option because of TV representation of the issues
Becoming a “confidante” for their friend’s mental health issues because
that’s the right thing to do to maintain trust (in their eyes)
• Unhealthy relationship pressure (setting boundaries against cultural norms)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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• Managing pressures/expectations put on them by others, i.e. parents,
teachers
• Our goal is to help them build a foundation of Christ to hold them up, and
help them build relationships with people and adults of similar beliefs so that
when the carpet is pulled out from under them, they can stand. And when
they fall off the path, there are loving, non-judgmental people to help them
come back.
Megan Delgrosso

Wow! What an awesome goal. Doesn’t that make you want to help Megan
accomplish that goal? She could use your help. She seriously needs leaders.
Seriously. Give her a note on your Connect Card offering to help and she’ll call
you. Or, maybe you want to help Danielle with younger children. She seriously
needs your help as well. Seriously. Send her a note offering to help. She’ll call
you.
Now let me speak to those of you with children or grandchildren here. Keep them
here. Keep them coming. Bring them even if you’re tired of taking them
everywhere. Don’t compromise on their faith development. Do less soccer, dance,
baseball, or hockey. Don’t do less church. Keep them coming till they leave for
college. Come to the service they want to attend. Encourage them to attend Sunday
School, Primetime, Youth Group, Blaze, Kids on the Rock.
Bring them to confirmation and you, both parents, participate fully in confirmation,
fully. I worry that some people in our church think that spiritual growth and
development ends once confirmation is complete. It doesn’t. And I worry that
some think your job as a parent is to get them through confirmation and you’re
done – you’re not done. When you pull them away, you allow them to drift from
their base of spiritual encouragement and support!...as they are about to face the
most challenging years of their lives. Why would you do that? And why would you
think you/they don’t need our help anymore? And why would you mess with their
faith development when the relationship a person has with Jesus has eternal
ramifications? Next to being born, it’s the most important thing in their lives.
Everyone is important to us because everyone is important to God. But children
and youth are especially vulnerable. So we want to be especially sensitive to them.
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We want to teach them about the love of God and the presence of Jesus in their
lives, from birth to college, as soon as we can for as long as we can. Will you help
us?

Next week is the Memorial Day weekend. Pastor Dennis’ message will be “In
Remembrance.” The following week, June 4, I will preach the last message in our
Clarifying Our Vision series. It is called, “I’m Feeling Forgotten, I’m Feeling
Overlooked!”
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