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When I say the word “Jesus”, what runs through your mind? Do you think of love,
or hope or a savior or salvation? Do you think unconditional acceptance or
forgiveness or companion or friend? Do you think teacher, healer, rabbi, or footwasher?
Now, when I say “life of Jesus”, what runs through your mind? In a general sense
perhaps you think of that period of time from Jesus’ birth to his death and
resurrection, right? Sure most of us would think along those lines.
But if I asked you to focus on a specific period of Jesus’ life, one of your own
choosing, what would you select: What period might you consider right now?
Hmmm. Well, most of us would think about the birth of Jesus right now, right? I
mean Black Friday has come and gone. You’ve started your Christmas shopping.
stores and malls and cities and towns are decorated for Christmas. You’ve begun to
decorate at home. Some of you have purchased your tree; maybe it’s up and
trimmed. If you’re not that far along, the mere fact that I’m discussing shopping
and decorating is making you anxious. Sorry for that!
Next week begins the season of Advent, that four-week period that prepares us for
the birth of Jesus, so our thoughts, our focus on Jesus’ birth becomes more
specific.
But here’s another consideration. What if I asked you the same question in late
March? What period of Jesus’ life would you place your focus on if it were during
the season of Lent? Since it was so close you would probably say Holy Week, that
week of his life that includes his betrayal by Judas, his trial, conviction and
crucifixion, his death and resurrection and the empty tomb.
Now stay with me here. Let’s say that we think about the birth of Jesus for about 2
or 3 months of every year. And let’s say that we sttink about the suffering, death
and resurrection for about 2 months every year. Of course you’ll consider other
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stuff about Jesus during those times depending upon what the pastor is addressing
in his or her messages, what books you’re reading, songs you’re singing and topics
you may be discussing. But that’s 5 months out of 12 months of every year that we
spend thinking about the birth and the death and resurrection of Jesus.
What do we do in the other 7 months of the year? What period of Jesus’ life do we
consider during those times, if we think of anything at all?
I think that for the most part we don’t think of periods in Jesus’ life other than his
birth and death and resurrection. In other words, we mostly focus on the beginning
and the end of Jesus’ life on earth. That’s the stuff we celebrate. If we do think
about Jesus during the other 7 months, and I’m sure most if not all of us do, we
focus more about what he had to say, the example that he led, the teachings that he
taught. Right? Sure. Thanks for agreeing with me on that.
Knowing the likelihood that this might happen, church leaders years and years ago
came up with a plan to divide the 12 months of the year into periods. So we have
the calendar year, Jan. 1-Dec. 31, and what’s called the Christian year which
begins when? Advent, specifically the first Sunday of Advent which is when? Next
Sunday, the first of the 4 Sundays that precede Christmas Day.
Ok, so the year begins next Sunday. Where does it end? It ends today. And what is
today called? It’s called “Christ the King Sunday,” the last Sunday of the Christian
year. So the year begins with Advent, then goes into Epiphany when we celebrate
the baptism of Jesus, then Lent when we reflect on our sinfulness, then Easter and
the season after Easter called Eastertide, then we come to Pentecost when we
celebrate the birth of the church and the season of Pentecost, until we end with
Christ the King Sunday.
Christ the King Sunday marks the end of the Christian year. What’s more
important to us is that it marks, it celebrates, the culmination of Jesus’ life on earth
and God’s plan for our redemption and salvation. It’s when we celebrate Jesus as
King.
Observing and celebrating the various periods in the life of Jesus reinforces those
events in his life for us. In Advent we’ll look forward to his coming. At Christmas
we’ll celebrate him as if it’s happening all over again. In Lent we’ll reflect on our
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shortcomings and our need for a savior. During Holy Week we will relive the
events of his last week on earth; arriving in Jerusalem on a donkey with people
tossing coats and palm branches in his path, celebrating Passover with his
Disciples, their sharing communion for the first time ever, being betrayed, getting
arrested, put on trial, beaten with a whip, then nailed to a cross till he died. Then on
Easter, we explode with joy as we celebrate the empty tomb and the resurrection of
Jesus.
We’ll cling to the stories about the appearances of Jesus after his resurrection, then
celebrate the beginning of the church on Pentecost when the Holy Spirit of God
descended upon the Disciples.
Then the Christian year ends and we get ready to do it all over again as we enter
into Advent except for this one major detail which serves as an invaluable
reminder. Christ is King, King of the Jewish people, King of the Church, King of
the universe, King of the world. Christ is the King. Ta Da!!
If you were born in on ever lived in a country that had a king or a queen, as my
mother did, the concept of Jesus as the King might be clearer for you to
understand.
In these countries, there is a protocol and a pecking order that must be observed in
the presence of the King or Queen. If you were invited to visit the King or Queen,
and you can only do so if invited, then you would need to be instructed in that
protocol. You would be instructed as to how to behave in the presence of royalty.





You bow when you come into their presence.
You speak when they speak to you.
You address them as your majesty or my Lord
You shake or kiss their hand only when it is offered to you.

During Kid’s Takeover Sunday, one of the scriptures we heard came from the
Book of Esther. It’s one of my favorite stories and one of my favorite books of the
Bible. Esther is married to King Ahasuerus or King Xerxes, depending on your
version of the Bible. He is a very powerful King. If you were to come into his
presence to speak to him, you could only speak if he wanted you to speak. The
King had a royal scepter. You would know it was okay to speak if he held out his
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royal scepter to you. If he didn’t, you’d be killed just for coming into his presence
uninvited. This is what made it difficult for Esther to approach the king even
though she was his wife. She was risking her life coming into his presence
unannounced. Of course, she was received by the King and he honored her request
and saved her people, the Jews, from annihilation. The King had absolute
authority.
Each year around Christmas time and around Easter Handel’s Messiah is
performed in cities, towns, and churches. The words celebrate Jesus as the
Messiah, the Savior of the Universe. Your probably remember these words that
describe him:
King of Kings and Lord of Lords
And He shall reign forever and ever.
This name King of Kings and Lord of Lords is the name given to Jesus in
Revelation 19. Think of what this means. It means that of all the kings and queens
and other powerful rulers of the universe, Jesus is King and Lord above them all.
He is King of the entire universe. Jesus is more powerful than all of them
combined. There’s a word for that: omnipotence.
Think of what worries you. Think of what concerns you have. Think of the things
of which you are afraid. Jesus is more powerful than any of it. And, and you can
come to him at any time. You have his undivided attention.
Remember when Mary was approached by the angel Gabriel, Gabriel spoke these
words to her:
Do not be afraid, Mary, you who have found favor with God. You will be
with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus.
He will be great and will be called the son of the Most High. The Lord will
give him the throne of his father, David, and he will reign over the house of
Jacob forever; his Kingdom will never end.
Luke 1:31-33
Jesus is the King of Kings and Lord of Lords.
And he shall reign forever and ever.
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The angel tells Mary that the Kingdom of her son Jesus will never come to an end.
It will always be. Jesus will always be on the throne of the universe. He will
always be the King of all kings and rulers. He will always be the Lord of all lords.
He will always be most powerful. So don’t ever give up on Jesus.
One of the reasons that the Jewish leaders and Roman authorities were so
threatened by Jesus’ presence in the world is that people started to name Jesus as a
king and they were threatened by that.
When Jesus appeared before Pilate, he was asked, “Are you the king of the Jews?”
Jesus responded by asking, “Is that your won idea or did others talk to you about
me?”
Then Jesus said, “My Kingdom is not of this world. It’s of the universe and will
never expire. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by Jewish
leaders. But now my kingdom is from another place.
“You are a king, then!” said Pilate.
Jesus answered, “You say I am a king. In fact, the reason I was born and came was
to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.”
Jesus acknowledged before Pilate that he was a king. He said his kingdom was
other worldly. His king and kingdom status originate and are found in God.
When we observe Lent, Holy Week and Easter we often sing “Oh Praise the Name
of the Lord our God. The words go like this:
I cast my mind to Calvary
Where Jesus bled and died for me
I see his wounds, his hands, his feet
My Savior on that cursed tree.

Oh praise the name of the Lord our God
Oh praise his name, forever more
For endless days we will sing you praise
Oh Lord, oh Lord our God
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Then on the third at break of dawn,
The son of heaven rose again,
O trampled death where is your sting?
The angels roar for Christ the King
Oh praise the name of the Lord our God
Oh praise his name forever more
For endless days we will sing you praise,
Oh Lord, oh Lord our God.
So let’s review:
Jesus is a baby born on Christmas, a man who walked on earth, a teacher and rabbi,
the leader of the Disciples, and example of love and grace and compassion for us
to follow, a person who extended love and grace and compassion to us; a forgiver
of our sins, our Lord and Savior and the King of Kings.
He is God’s only son, a King who left his throne to come to earth for us, and of his
Kingdom there shall be no end.
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