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This is one of my seven grandchildren. His name is Cole David Streets and
he is three years old. Cole lives in Bethesda, MD with his parents, David and
Christy and his three sisters Hannah, Claire and Avery.
This past Thanksgiving they visited with us, staying long enough to attend
the Family Advent Christmas event in Fellowship Hall Sunday night.
Families were invited to eat pizza and then work together to make their own
advent wreath. Being three years old, Cole was not interested in working
cooperatively on an Advent wreath. So after he ate pizza, he and I went for a walk.
We walked into the music room behind the kitchen. It was dark.
“Turn the yight on, Pap. I don’t yike the dark!”
“Okay Cole, let me find the switch!”
“Yeave it on, Pap. I’m afraid of the dark!”
We walked through the music room, into the hall then into the stair tower to go up
the back stairs into the chancel area of our sanctuary.
“Turn the yight on, Pap. I’m afraid!”
“Okay Cole. Pap has your hand. Don’t be afraid.”
“I don’t yike the dark, Pap!”
We entered the narthex. It was dark.
“Turn the yight on, Pap!”
“Okay Cole, I will but they are way in the back.”
“I don’t yike the dark, Pap. I’m afraid.
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“It’s alright Cole. Pap has your hand.”
Needless to say, that was the nature of our conversation everywhere we went.
Each area we entered was dark. I intended that we would walk down all the halls
of our worship and education center. But because I had to keep turning on light
switches then going back to turn them off because Cole was afraid and I was
quickly approaching my 10,000 steps, we went down the steps in the narthex that
would take us to fellowship hall.
“Turn the yight on, Pap. I’m afraid!”
I didn’t want my grandson to be afraid.
An angel of the Lord named Gabriel appears to a virgin named Mary and
Mary is greatly troubled by this event. The angel speaks to her:
“Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. You will be with
child and give birth to a son and you are to give him the name Jesus.” Lk. 1:30-31
Joseph discovers Mary is pregnant and plans to end the engagement. But an
angel of the Lord appears to him in a dream.
“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife,
because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.”
Some shepherds out in the fields were minding their own business tending
their flocks at night.
An angel of the Lord appeared to them and the glory of the Lord shone
around them and they were terrified. But the angel said to them “Do not be
afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.
Today in the town of Bethlehem a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ
the Lord.
What makes you afraid? Aren’t we afraid of the unexpected? Aren’t we afraid of
things that appear suddenly without warning? Aren’t we afraid of things we don’t
understand? Aren’t we afraid of things that happen, and we do not know how
those things are going to impact us?
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My grandson, Cole is afraid of the dark. He’s afraid because he cannot see
what is there. Is there something in the dark that will frighten him, that might
harm him? So my responsibility in that situation is to encourage him to not be
afraid and to assure him that I am in this situation with him.
An angel appear to Mary sharing some startling news. The angel says,
“Don’t be afraid. God is in this.”
An angel appears to Joseph offering some unsolicited advice. The angel says
“Don’t be afraid. God is in this.”
An angel appears to some shepherds. No way did they see this thing
coming. The angel says, “Don’t be afraid. God’s in this.”
The role of the angel in each instance is three fold: deliver the news,
encourage them to not be afraid, remind them that God is in this.
Don’t be afraid! Is there a message in this for us? Thanks for asking that
question. I think there is.
But wait. Christmas appears every year at this time. We see it coming. It
comes faster than we would like. But we’re not afraid. We may be anxious we
won’t get everything done. We may be stressed about all the preparation and
details but we’re not afraid.
The angel appeared to the shepherds. Do not be afraid. I bring you good
news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of Bethlehem a
savior has been born to you. He is Christ the Lord. Good news! Great joy! I get it.
Joy to the world and all that. A savior has been born? What’s that about?
A savior is one who saves us from something. If you are swimming and you
tire or get a cramp or get stuck in a riptide and a lifeguard saves your life, he or she
would be your savior, he or she saved you from drowning.
Joseph was told by the angel that Mary … will give birth to a son, and you
are to give him the name Jesus because he will save his people from their
sins.
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Do we get that? Do we understand that we are sinners? Don’t we know that
we are imperfect people who sin regularly? We are incapable of being
people who sin regularly? We are incapable of being perfect people. Our sin
creates a separation, a distance, a chasm between us and God. Jesus would
die for our sins past, present and future, restoring our relationship to God
and providing for our salvation, our eternal life Jesus?
I believe there are additional reasons to rejoice in the birth and life of Jesus. Jesus
led an exemplary life. He always did the right thing. Maybe that is why he never
sinned. He lived hoping that we would follow his example, that we would resist
temptations for power and wealth and lust. He hoped we would care about and for
others as he did – that we would feed those who are hungry and cold, and naked
and lonely. He expected that we would be concerned for the oppressed, the poor,
and the victims of our societies.
If we follow his example as best we can, we will make life better for
ourselves and others in this world. We will let our light shine.
Another gift that comes to us through Jesus is his presence with us at all
times. In all circumstances. This gift did not arrive until Jesus’ death and
resurrection. It comes as the Holy Spirit of God. The Holy Spirit is Jesus living in
us, doing life with us and trying to guide us in our decisions, responses and actions.
It is the Holy Spirit living in us that leads us to recognize our need for Jesus and to
seek are relationship with Jesus. It is the Holy Spirit that enables us to recognize
that something is missing in our life when Jesus is not a part of it.
How much of your life does Jesus influence? Do you try to follow Jesus as
you live your life? Does your relationship with others – your spouse, your children,
your parents, your friends, people who prepare your coffee, ring your groceries,
drivers in other cars, people who take 16 items through the 10 items or less express
lane (not that I’d ever count!), and people you don’t even know?
Do you listen to Jesus in your decision-making? Wait! What? You never
hear from Jesus? Well, if you will take a moment to pull back and listen for his
voice, his whisper before you proceed like a bull in a china closet, you just might
sense his nudge leading you to do the right thing, a better thing, a better decision.
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Are you aware that Jesus is trying to do life with you that Jesus is always by your
side even though you may not sense it or know it? After Jesus was raised from the
dead he appeared to his disciples. The last thing he said was, “And remember, I
am with you always, to the end of time.”
Jesus stands by your side when you are afraid of going into surgery, when
you have just received bed news, when you have lost your job, not passed an
important exam, when the medical test does not say what you hoped it would,
when a relationship has ended and when you are grieving over the death of
someone you loved. Don’t be afraid. I am with you always. We will get through
this together. I will walk you through the darkness.
When the angel said to Joseph, “Don’t be afraid,” was the angel telling him
to not be afraid of the angel or to not be afraid of what was coming – to take Mary
as his wife and be the father of Jesus?
When the angel said to Mary “Don’t be afraid,” was the angel saying don’t
be afraid of the angel or don’t be afraid to give birth to and be the mother of Jesus,
the savior of the world?
When the angel appeared to the shepherds in the midst of a searing ball of
light, was the angel saying don’t be afraid of me? Or don’t be afraid of what’s
ahead because it’s going to change your lives and change the world.
Friends, don’t be afraid. Something or I should say someone’s coming
tonight. Sure he has come before tonight, but sometimes we neglect him or
wander away from him and he can always come into our lives again.
Someone’s coming tonight and if you’ve ignored him or pretend he doesn’t
exist till this point, but you came tonight, let me tell you this. He nudged you to
come. He will enter your life if you’ll let him, so don’t be afraid.
Someone’s coming tonight and things are going to continue to change
because he came. No matter what you may read or hear, I believe that things can
and will be better for us and better for the world. I believe that Jesus can do that. I
believe that Jesus will do that.
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Don’t be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the
people. Today in the town of Bethlehem a savior has been born to you. He
is Christ the Lord.
Things are going to change. Don’t be afraid.
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