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Today we're beginning a Lenten series based on the events of Holy Week
Triumphal Entry on Palm Sunday up to the Crucifixion on Good Friday
It's a very significant time in Jesus' earthly life and ministry
1/3 of the gospel of Matthew; 1/3 of Mark's; ¼ of Luke and fully ½ of John's gospel
The gospels tell the same story, but like different witnesses at a trial, they report different things, so as
in a trial, we'll combine the accounts of each of those who were there so we get the whole picture
In the chapter before the Palm Sunday account in Mark, Jesus tells his followers very plainly that some
terrible things are about to happen:
He will be arrested, condemned to death, mocked and killed
That doesn't seem to register with them as in just the next verses James and John request they
be honored to serve on Jesus' left and right hand in the Kingdom
Jesus' response is, “You don't know what you're asking. Can you drink the cup I drink?”
Their response is, “We are able” - but unfortunately, they were not, at least then

In preparation for entering the city, Jesus tells his disciples to secure a donkey
Matthew tells us this is the fulfillment of an OT prophecy from Zechariah 9:9

“Your king comes to you, righteous and victorious, lowly and riding on a donkey.”
A king on a donkey! That's interesting
Victorious kings rode in on war horses
Donkeys were transportation for the masses, the economy car of the day
So, note the conflicting images here
Victorious, yet lowly; powerful, yet humble
Jesus is anything but the usual conqueror
Where a Roman general would ride in decked in full armor with spear in hand on
a magnificent steed, Jesus enters in with none of that, yet commands
everyone's attention – especially the Pharisees
“The whole world has gone after him!”, they complain

I've always found this part about securing the donkey to be fascinating
He tells the disciples, “Go to the village ahead of you and as you enter it you'll find a colt tied
there. Untie it and bring it here. If anyone asks, “Why are you untying it, say, 'The Lord
needs it.”

It doesn't see that this is a spur of the moment sort of thing
If they just walked up and untied the donkey and when challenged said, “The Lord needs it” I
find it hard to image the bystanders saying, “Oh, sure. Take it by all means”
It's more likely Jesus had this arranged ahead of time – kind of a black bag type of operation
The donkey would be in a certain place
There was a recognition code - “The Lord needs it” and they could go unchallenged
Later in the week Jesus tells the disciples to set up for the Passover in the Upper Room by
following a guy carrying a jug of water – more intrigue
So, it would seem there were many besides the disciples who were devoted to Jesus and wanted
to serve him, sometimes at their own peril

What a glorious day that must have been!
Hundreds of thousands of people were crammed into the walled city for Passover, an exciting
time to begin with
Many had heard of Jesus and on this occasion, Lazarus, raised from the dead only days before
was with him
The man back from the dead and the one who raised him would be something to see!
Someone yells, “Jesus is coming!” and it's like the beginning of the Rose Parade
People jostle for a good vantage point
Others toss down their coats to make a sort of red carpet welcome
Still others tear off nearby palm branches to wave
Everyone is shouting, “Hosanna, Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of
the Lord.”
But, what's really going on here?
“Hosanna” isn't like our calling out, “Hooray” when the Steelers, Penguins or Pirates win a
championship and parade down Liberty Avenue
“Hosanna” means “Save us!”
They want Jesus to step up and lead them to an overthrow of Rome's oppression
Not part of Jesus' plan, but many interpreted it that way
Jesus' Kingdom, as he later tells Pilate, is not of this world, but few understand
Their cheers for the Son of David (Matthew's gospel) shows they don't quite grasp who Jesus is
He's not looking to be king in the tradition of David, but something eternal
So Jesus is indeed glorified, but because he is misunderstood, the crowd turns away later in the week
As much as Jesus , it's has to offer it's not what they are looking for or want
If Gallup or Rasmusen were doing polls back then, Jesus' ratings would have been sometimes up and
sometimes down
Up: Dramatic healings
Feeding of the 5000
Raising Lazarus from the dead
Spell binding sermons on the Galilean hillside
Clearing out the Temple by chasing away the crooked money changers and others who
exploited the poor pilgrims who happened by
Down: When he honored Zaccheaus by visiting his house

When he talked about sacrifice
When he spoke of turning the other cheek
When he tells them to pay their taxes
When he doesn't lead a revolt against Rome
Sometimes I wonder where I would have been, what I would have done, had I been there on Palm Sun
Well, had I been in the crowd, I would have been a quiet observer
Much as I like local sports teams, I'm not one to yell and scream at an event – I just like
to be there and take it all in
So had I been there on Palm Sunday, I'd have taken it all in, appreciated who Jesus is,
but probably wouldn't have tossed my coat on the street
When Jesus then went to the Temple and according to several gospels, cleared out the buyers
and sellers, I'd have approved of that, respecting the courage that took, which I may lack

But what about when the news comes out that Jesus has been arrested and is going to be in front of the
governor – what would I do in the midst of that crowd, equally energized on Friday as they were on
Sunday, but for very different reasons?
It's one of those things you don't know for sure unless you face it
I'd hope I could speak out as to how this is all wrong... Jesus is innocent, but when you
seem to be the only one in a crowd of thousands thinking that way, how vocal might
one be?
I find it hard to speak up when someone misuses Jesus' name
I don't like getting into a heated discussion with someone who holds different opinions
from me; often rationalizing that I can't change their minds anyway
What would you do?
When we join the church we pledge to support it, and in turn Jesus, with our prayers, our presence, our
gifts, our service and our witness.
The day we join the church is a lot like Palm Sunday – a day of praise and glorification
A day when we affirm our love for Jesus and our intention to live by and for him

But what about on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and all the rest of the week that follows?
When the world turns against Jesus, against the Christian faith, as it frequently does, will we
stay devoted or fold, if not conforming, passively accepting values that run counter?
As I was growing up, everyone around me was at least nominally Christian. If people weren't a part of
a church, they didn't antagonize it, and I came to view that as the norm
But such is not so much the case today – there is opposition and animosity
If you want to be a Christian today, it can't just be casual – it requires real commitment
When you are here on Sunday morning each week you are part of the Palm Sunday crowd
We gather to praise Jesus, to hear his word, to celebrate his lordship over our lives
But when you leave here and return to work, or school, or wherever else the week leads, you're part of
the crowd that assembled in Pilate's courtyard
Each of us need to decide how we're going to respond, what we're going to do, what we're
going to say as the challenges arise
May God grant us the strength and ability to remain faithful and committed not only when it's easy, but
especially when it's hard.
Memory Verse – Luke 19:38 “Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven
and glory in the highest!”
Next Steps
How will I respond as part of the Palm Sunday crowd?
How will I respond as part of the crowd in Pilates courtyard?

