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Grace to you and peace from him who is, who was, and who is to come, the almighty - Good
Morning Church!
Let us pray:
Almighty and gracious God, father, Son and Holy Spirit - we come to you today open and ready
to hear your Word. We are eager to have you speak to us and transform us into the new creation
that you desire. And so in these few moments that we have together, speak, mold, transform,
convict, inspire - that we might leave this place renewed and ready to enter into the promise of
your love. Show us something about you that maybe we hadn’t considered before. We pray in
Jesus mighty name. Amen.
Now normally, I would begin my time with you by praying for something pretty specific. I
usually pray just before I begin my message and say something about entering into a holy space
where the cares of the world are placed aside for just a moment so that we might encounter Jesus
in a new way today.
But as subtle as that may be - I didn’t pray that this morning. In fact, I intentionally didn’t pray
for us to forget about the outside distractions and the cares of the world because I want us to
consider them for just a moment.
What do I mean by that? I actually want us to think about - not worry and not be consumed by but consider and think about for just a few moments about your calendar this week. Think about
your week. What do you have to do, what do you have on your calendar? How packed is it,
what are the highlights and what are the things that you are trying to avoid?
I imagine that some of our young people have very different needs and things that will consume
them this week. It may be tests, or playoffs, just a regular class schedule, or maybe a looming
deadline. What does your week look like - Sunday to Sunday?
I bet that some of you have already scheduled a nap for later this afternoon because of Daylight
savings time last night. Not to put any more pressure on you - but taxes are due in just a little
more than a month. Some of you might be putting your tax paperwork together.
I have a pretty regular week. I have a haircut appointment tomorrow, several meetings at night,
sermon prep on several days. Nothing out of the ordinary really - but that’s usually when things
get tight for some reason. I often have a problem completing tasks when nothing is pressing.
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It’s amazing what happens in my life when I am more busy. The busier I am, the more I get
done. I will never understand why I get less done when I have fewer deadlines.
Yeah, yeah, I know - its called procrastination.
Seven Days is really a curious stretch of time. Isn’t it interesting that when you were a child,
days stretched on and now time seems to fly by in a snap of a finger. Seven Days of vacation is
never really enough. It seems like when you finally start to wind down, you only face the
prospect of heading home.
But amazing things can happen in just seven day. And that’s why for the next seven weeks we
are slowly going to consider the most important seven days of our lives. We are going to slowly
and deliberately walk through the seven most important days for us and for the world and
consider the life of Jesus from the time that he rode into the city of Jerusalem to the morning that
God conquered death and Jesus spoke to the women in front of an empty tomb.
So why did I ask you to think about your week? Well for one thing - I think it’s important for us
to consider all the things that consume us. Secondly - I think it’s important for us to now
consider how Jesus fits into that week, how we make time, how we create space, how we allow
God to shape us and this week that is before us. Finally, I think it’s important to think about just
how mundane and ordinary our week is considering all the things that Jesus did for us in just 7
days.
Back in December you may remember that our sermon series focused on Why Jesus Came. We
talked about Jesus coming to seek and save the Lost, to show us the way to the Father, to show
us the Kingdom of God, and to serve and not be served. If you think about all of those sermons all of them were really pointing us here to this place, to this time and to this week. Jesus came
into the world to save the world, he was born for you and me and for this very moment.
You could boil this all down to one very simple point - this week is about God unfolding his
redemptive purpose in human history though the life and death of Jesus. What took three years
to unfold in his life and ministry with his disciples came down to seven days. In seven days God’s Redemptive Purpose is revealed.
What does that mean? Redeem means to cash in, pay the price, compensate for the faults of
another, make amends, exchange, clear a debt.
In seven days, God’ redemptive work in Jesus begins to take shape and I think that it’s so
important that we need to focus some attention on the week. Because it was in this week that
salvation for all people was finally accomplished when Jesus took on that which we could not do
on our own.
In seven days, Jesus entered the city, threw the money changers out of the temple, taught
extensively throughout the city, shared things that would eventually lead to his death, endured
the betrayal of one of his closest confidants in a plot to kill him, endured an evening of prayer on
Gethsemane, was put on trial, put to death and laid in a cold dark tomb for three days.
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So tell me - what have you done in seven days?
God’s plan for us to be saved all begins today. I love how the writer of the Gospel of Luke
draws us into the story and allows us to come along side. He invites us into the work of Jesus
and brings it to life. Things start to come together as Jesus and his disciples get closer and closer
to the city. The Gospel tells us that as they approached Bethpage and Bethany near the hill
called the Mount of Olives he sent his disciples ahead of him to go into the village to get a colt.
Jesus knew the work and the reasons for his coming and invited his disciples to participate in
something grand and miraculous.
I don’t know about you, but I would have been really uncomfortable going to a complete
strangers home to untie a colt or a donkey without asking for permission. But Jesus knew the
reasons for his coming and without question the owner allowed them to take it.
When they brought the colt to Jesus, they put cloaks on it and Jesus as well. And Jesus began to
ride into the city. When they got closer and closer to the city - word began to spread about his
arrival and people came out to witness it all. They began throwing their garments and their coats
on the ground as a sign of respect and they shouted joyfully about this king. Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord.
If you close your eyes for just a moment - you can begin to imagine what that must have been
like. You can be an eyewitness. You can experience it all. You begin to live it - you are there
watching the entrance of a king into the city.
This Jesus whom we have been hearing about, who we have seen bring miraculous healing to
people’s lives; this Jesus who is hailed as the Son of David - the one who would finally bring
peace and restoration to Israel is coming into the city.
And he is escorted like a king, he is praised like a king, he was set apart and given signs of
authority and honor as people spread their cloaks on the ground, and he acts as one who is
king - only humbly riding an untrained animal and not a white stallion, the horse of a victor.
Already - Jesus is humbly entering. Preparing, representing the very nature of his life, and
inviting us along, and inviting us into this story of redemption and salvation.
Jesus is revealed as a humble servant who will not conquer principalities and powers, but will
finally usher in the kingdom of heaven and make it possible for all people to be in relationship
with the God of Israel.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Imagine for just a moment as you are watching all of this unfold. Remember - you are now
eyewitnesses to his entrance. You are there watching all of this unfold, you are living it.
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So - who are you? Are you one of those who is waiting for something miraculous to happen in
your life? Are you one of those who is seeing this Jesus come down from the mount of Olives
and you can do nothing but offer your ragged life and coat, you throw it down on the ground
because you know who this Jesus is?
Or are you one of the many who is wondering what all of this means, not wanting to cause a stir,
not wanting to draw attention to yourself? Maybe you’re too distracted by what’s on your own
calendar and you have an appointment to get to later - you can’t be bothered by this Jesus.
Or are you one of the skeptics and scoffers; one of the Pharisees or Sadducees? You really don’t
have time for this Jesus. He only causes disruption to your life?
I love this season of the year. Lent as a season of the year may not be one of those things that
causes you to think any more or less about your Christian journey or even your relationship with
Jesus. Many of you know that I make a big deal out of Fish Fry Friday’s, but I think that Lent is
so much more than fish and giving something up or adding something new that probably most of
us will forget or fumble with anyway.
What is Lent for you? Is it just another season; is it just a season of the church that only other
faiths observe?
I believe that Lent is For all of us - Lent is a time for us to enter into a deeper sense of who
Christ is in our lives, how he impacts our lives and how it is that our lives and our weeks are
different because of it. The very act of laying down our possessions on the road as Jesus passes
is not only symbolic but a way for us to actually live out our faith and to come closer to the very
presence of him who comes in the name of the Lord.
I love the differences that we find in the Gospel lessons that tell us about when Jesus
triumphantly entered the city of Jerusalem. All of them subtly different. Notice (later not now)
that the Gospel of John has the story of Jesus’ entry quite early in the text. It’s found all the way
back in chapter 12. While the three early gospels have Jesus only coming to Jerusalem once in
his adult ministry, John actually recounts him coming four times. Read the gospels and note the
difference in animals. Who asked the disciples about the colt, and even think about what kind of
branches the people waved, or notice that Luke doesn’t even mention the branches at all.
Today - we handed out Palm Branches. I know that for many of you that was very confusing and
that was intentional. Don’t get hung up on the fact that it’s not “Palm Sunday” but let it be a
visual and tangible reminder of the way in which you enter into your relationship with Jesus in
these next 40 days with prayer, praise and fasting.
Seven Days may not seem like enough time, but seven days is an opportunity to walk with Jesus
and enter into the story of salvation. Jesus is highly exalted and ushered into the city so that we
might know our salvation. Philippians 2:9-11 reads, “Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name that is above all names, so that at the name of Jesus every knee
should bend in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father.
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What are you doing over the next week and how is it that Jesus is entering into that week? How
are you making room for him and how is that reflective of the one who entered your live to
redeem your life and to save you from your sin.
One of the ways that we come along with Jesus as he enters this seven days is to come along not
only with our praises that are lifted to him when he enters, but also to enter into a time of praise
and prayer and fasting. Several weeks ago, I noted in my message that when we fast, and I’m
not simply talking about fasting from food or nourishment, but removing some of the distraction
from our lives, we enter into a closer relationship with Jesus. My devotional on fasting has been
reminding me that “constant distractions that surround our lives can so easily block our attention
to hear God’s voice. Everything from TV, to smartphones, to social media can distract our
attention and keep us from clearly hearing from the Lord. Seasons of fasting help to quiet our
hearts so that we can hear from God.”
Remember - fasting breaks strongholds in our lives, it changes our circumstances, it allows
us to hear from God more clearly without the external battles that draw us away from him.
Fasting moves us closer and closer to him, it opens us up to his voice. Fasting can settle our
spirits as we draw our attention away from the things that hold power in our lives and we rely
more and more on Jesus.
Fasting, or doing something different throughout the next seven days (or dare I say the next
seven weeks) gives us the opportunity to pay attention to Jesus.
When Jesus was entering the city, the people shouted, “Blessed is he who comes in the name of
the Lord.” Those words actually come from Psalm 118. This might be one of those psalms that
you could use as a way of drawing closer to God in the coming days.
When I was reading from the psalm prior to our time together, I was struck by the words of the
psalmist that reads, “Open for me the gates of righteousness; and I will enter and give thanks to
the Lord. This is the gate of the Lord, through which the righteous may enter. I will give you
thanks, for you answered me; you have become my salvation.”
Not only is this a psalm of adoration, but also of victory. We hail the one who comes into our
lives today and it causes us to remember the source of our strength and our hope.
But more than that - I love the words “open up for me the gates of righteousness and I will enter
and give you thanks.
Watching Jesus come down the mountain and walk through a valley just before entering into the
gates of Jerusalem reminds me that we too must follow him and enter into this week with him.
Our praise may be waving palm branches, hands lifted high, but our praise may also be
bowing down, humbling ourselves, being penitent, yielding, being more aware, laying
prostrate before him in prayer, fasting and subjecting ourselves to his will and purpose in our
lives.
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How many of you have ever been caving? I know that caving or spelunking is not for everyone
but I really do enjoy it. It gets you out of a comfort zone, and it stretches you to do something
that you don’t get to do every day.
In many of the years that I was a camp counselor at Jumonville, we would take our senior high
adventure camp to a private cave in the Laurel Highlands. It was private only in that it wasn’t
commercialized like Laurel Caverns, and it was on private property. We had permission to use
the cave and it was a great source of learning for us in our camp.
Barton’s cave was only accessible from a road. We would climb down a hill to the entrance of
the cave. There were no directional signs; you just had to know how to get there. If you didn’t
know it was there you probably wouldn’t find it.
Entering into the cave through a narrow passage, you slump over and use your hands to navigate
into the cave. It isn’t far before you enter into the first large room. This is the first time that you
realize what it is like to be in complete darkness. When you turn your flashlights off and if you
have no outside light source, it is completely dark - you are in the total absence of light. It is so
dark, that you cannot see your own hand waving before your face. Let that sink in for just a
moment.
To your left is a small seam. It doesn’t go very far but you can squeeze through some narrow
passages, but you are always on your feet. For those who want to venture no further, you can
stay in the big room but I think that you miss the greater part of the cave. For off in front of you,
adventure awaits.
As you move further and further into the cave, the lower and lower your posture. Eventually,
hunched over and knocking your head often on the ceiling above you, you are eventually forced
to be on your hands and knees and eventually on your stomach as you crawl through tight spaces.
Crawling on your belly for about what feels like 50 yards will test your mettle. Your heart races,
you realize just who you are - don’t let your mind wander - focus on your movement forward.
Eventually, the room opens up again, but you are at another decision point. What lies ahead is a
challenge that when undertaken takes your into a whole new area of the cave.
The keyhole, as it is known, is a small seam that is essentially as wide as a man’s shoulders,
about a foot or two off the ground, and narrow enough that you need to put your hands through
first, turn your head and push yourself through.
But what is amazing about the keyhole - is that once you are through - the passage opens up, you
can stand up - and you realize for a moment just how far you’ve come.
That’s what lent is for me - it is an opportunity to focus more and more on Jesus, to follow him,
to praise him, to enter into a messy crawl on my hands and knees as I prostrate myself in prayer
and devotion. I follow him through the gates of Jerusalem - so that I might be opened up to the
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fullness of his salvation. Jesus goes before us so that we might also be triumphal in our entry
into full salvation.
So where do you need to crawl this week? Where do you need to enter into a posture of praise
and adoration and allow Christ to enter into your life? Where do you need to allow God to open
up the gates of righteousness for you to enter in?
This is only a week. Seven days and counting. But it is the most important week of your life.
Let us praise Jesus as we follow him into the gates of Righteousness.
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