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The last time we were together in this service, I tried to get you to remember
that moment or time in your life when you became aware of who Jesus is, what he
has done for you, and you decided to love him and live your life in such a way that
you would honor him.
Remember I acknowledged that it is not the same for everyone. Nor does it
happen at the same time in someone’s life. It could be a group experience, a
summer camp event or a one on one conversation with a friend or a grandparent.
I spoke to this moment in your life because I wanted you to remember how
excited you were when it happened. I was hoping that you could get back in touch
with your enthusiasm, your joy at that moment because at that time, on that day
you knew your life would now be different.
I wanted you to recall your zeal so that you could remember once again all
that Jesus means to you: his life, his presence, his forgiveness, his guidance, his
hope, and his promise of eternal life.
I wanted you to maintain your zeal so that when you face some bumps in the
road, some rough spots as you do life that you would be able to trust in Jesus’
presence, his companionship and his power to face those challenging
circumstances that may appear from day to day.
There was a third reason. I wanted you to remember what Jesus meant to
you so that you could help others when they encounter life’s difficulties, when they
come up against the storms of life, when they feel overwhelmed by their
circumstances. You can offer them hope in Jesus.
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So I asked that we memorize this passage from scripture.
“Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to
give the reason for the hope that you have…”
I Peter 3:15
… So that you would always be prepared to do so.
Today I want to revisit that section of scripture because there is much to
learn from the previous seven verses. Let us consider some of those verses.
First, let me remind you that what I believe and what one of our core values
of the church is.
We believe that the Bible is the Word of God and the source of our
knowledge of God’s love for us. It is the full and final authority on all
matters of faith and practice.
I believe the entire Bible is God’s word, that those who wrote it were people
in relationship with God. The New Testament writers had a relationship with and
were followers of Jesus. I believe that authors of books in both testaments were
inspired to write what they wrote.
Second, these letters, from which I read today were written by Peter. The
same Peter who first identified Jesus as the Christ, the son of the living God. The
same Peter who was such a passionate follower of Jesus that he drew his sword and
cut off someone’s ear when they came to arrest Jesus. The same Peter who said he
would never deny Jesus and then denied Jesus on three separate occasions. The
same Peter whom Jesus restored and forgave after the resurrection; that same Peter
who spoke eloquently and passionately to the crowds in the Book of Acts.
It is that Peter who writes to the churches in Asia Minor and the believers
who make up those churches:
Verse 8: “Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one
another, be compassionate and humble.”
Peter is calling us to live in harmony with one another. He is calling us as
Christians in the church to be the church, that lighthouse, that lifesaving station,
that place where people are loved and accepted, where they are welcomed and their
faith is nurtured.
Last week I asked you to get back in touch with your zeal, your joy, the
enthusiasm you experienced when you became a follower of Christ. If you can
remember that experience that day, you will recall that lots of things were running
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through your mind. God’s love for you took on new meaning. Your love for God
began to grow your perspective of the world, your view of God’s creation
increased. As you thought about who you were at the time and who you had been,
you had this urgency inside to be different, better, kinder, gentler, to do a better job
at trying to be like Jesus.
How is that going for you? How are you doing with all that?
Are you, as a Christian, are you as a follower of Jesus Christ different from
the person you were before? Are you more like Jesus today than you were on that
day you began to follow Him? Are you striving to be more and more like Jesus
with each passing day?
Are we as Christians living in harmony with each other? Do we get along?
Do we support and encourage each other? Are we different? Do people know we
are Christians by our love – our love for each other, our love for outsiders as well
as insiders, our love for others?
You see friends, as followers of Jesus Christ we are called to be different.
We are called to be in the world but not of the world. We are called to have a
positive impact on the world in which we live, to make the world a better place.
We are called to be salt and light.
How are you doing with that? It is hard, right? People all around us seem to
be so angry about everything. No one appears to trust anyone. Criticizing has
become a national pastime. It is so easy, it is such a temptation to get drawn into
all that. It is too easy to just jump right in or to fall into that.
Peter says love one another. Be compassionate and humble. To be
compassionate means to show sympathy and concern for others. It is to be
primarily concerned with their well-being. That should be our default. Love,
compassion, humility. Does that describe you?
How do you live your life and how is your faith in Jesus Christ part of it? Do
you awaken and burst out of the gate like a race horse, ready to take on the day and
overcome any obstacle that gets in your way? Or do you pause before you begin to
think about the fact that you belong to Jesus, and allow him to influence your day?
When our children were little boys, I overheard one of them praying their
prayers before he hopped into bed.
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Now I lay me down to sleep, I prayer the Lord my soul to keep. If I should
die before I wake, I pray the Lord my soul to take, If I should live for
another day, I pray the Lord get outta my way.
Hopefully that is not your prayer. More importantly, hopefully that is not
how you live your life.
You are a Christian. That does not simply mean that you believe in
Jesus, it means you are a follower of Jesus. It means you are trying to be
like Jesus because you are a child of God.
Peter writes in verse 9: “Don’t repay evil with evil or insult with
insult.”
Do you ever get caught up in getting even? You ever find yourself
trying to get back at someone when they have done something to you that
was hurtful? Moment of truth here folks. Men. You ever try to cut-off
someone on the highway because they first did that to you? Me neither.
Well, maybe once.
Don’t repay evil with evil or insult with insult. On the contrary, repay
evil with blessing, because to this (turning the other cheek, repaying
evil with blessing, loving others, loving all people) because to this you
were called so that you may inherit a blessing. I Peter 3:9
What is the blessing? Thanks for asking. Let us see.
After Peter says what he says, he then quotes a section of the Psalms,
Psalm 34 as a way to explain why we should obey, what exactly is the
blessing?
“Whoever would live life and see good days must keep his tongue
from evil and his lips from deceitful speech. He must turn from evil
and do good. He must seek peace and pursue it. For the eyes of the
Lord are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their prayers.
But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.” I Peter3:10-12
What is the blessing? You will love life and see good days. You will turn from evil
(that is good) and you will do good. You will seek peace and pursue it. The Lord
will hear your prayers.
This could be one of those passages of scripture where God says, “You do
this for me, and I’ll do this for you. You don’t do this for me, I won’t do this for
you.” Many of us read scripture that way.
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But I am wondering if the way we experience the blessing is that when we
begin our day realizing that we are followers of Jesus, and we allow that to inform
our day, and we respond to the gentle nudge of the Holy Spirit that tries to guide
us to do the right thing, and we resist repaying evil for evil, insult for insult, and
we hear he Holy Spirit remind us to love another, … It is then that we begin to
experience a better form of life, the life God intends for us.

It is after all of this that Peter then writes, “Always be prepared to give an
answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.”
So that you will remember that day you fully believed and you recall why you are
who you are and who you are trying to be.
Now just a few more words from Peter. The end of verse 15 and all of 16.
“But do this with gentleness and respect, (remember everyone has worth)
keeping a clear conscience, (doing the right thing for the right reason) so that
those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be
ashamed of their slander.”
Because then, what they say against you will be invalid and untrue. They may still
be critical, but their criticism will be untrue.
There was a day when you believed in Jesus fully, for the first time. It may
have been a time of great celebration, and excitement, or it may have been gentler,
quieter and almost gone9 by unnoticed. But on that day you became aware of
Jesus, his love, and all he had done for you. You could not believe it. You were
overwhelmed.
Something else happened that day. You changed, for the better. You
became different. So allow yourself to remain in touch with that day and continue
your decision to be different.
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