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Let us pray:
We are going to lift up our voices in praise to you, Almighty God, for you are good and your
steadfast love endures forever. When we are hard pressed and we cry out to you, you bring us
into a gracious space. You are always with us and because of that we will not be afraid. You
are with us, even today and you are our helper. We have heard it said that better is one day in
your house, and it is better to take refuge in you rather than to trust in the world - and today we
are going to do that. When the world says that death can win - we are going to proclaim that
you are risen and in our midst today and every day. You are alive in the world and you are alive
in us. And for that we are going to give you great praise today. Bless us in your word as we
celebrate your resurrection. In Jesus name. Amen.
Christ is Risen!
Christ is Risen indeed!
There is a part of me the can’t believe that Lent is already behind us and we are already though
an incredible week. I have had an absolute blast sharing with you in these last six weeks as we
have together journeyed with Christ in his last 7 days on earth. Seven days and counting
seems like so long ago, and yet part of us thinks that it was just yesterday that we started on
this journey.
A lot can happen in seven days. A lot can happen in one day.
Go back to Monday of this week. Monday will be a marker for me and one that probably many
will remember for a while. It was a long day for me and I came home just after 5:00 and Bekah
had CNN on and I turned to the television to see that the Cathedral of Notre Dame was
engulfed in flames.
My heart sank as I watched what amounts to be an architectural and historic monument crumble
before my eyes. It was hard in those initial moments for me to know exactly what I was looking
at. Was this live, was this footage from earlier. I began to ask Bekah who had been watching
for quite a while already. She reminded me that those pictures were from earlier, it was already
nearly 11:00 p.m. at night - those images were from earlier.
But even beyond the architecture and more than 800 years of history up in flames - I was
watching the church, or a church for that matter in flames. I didn’t want to hear, I wanted to turn
away because it seemed too devastating - too final.
And to happen during Holy Week. I just continued to watch in a bit of horror.
But then came stories in just those days following of the indomitable spirit to bring life out of
destruction and life out of despair. Something can rise from the ashes. In just three days more
than $1 Billion was raised to help restore and bring new life to the burned out Notre Dame.
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As part of my former position with the Annual Conference, I was fortunate enough to participate
in a tour of Wesley’s England. Each year we took those who were about to be ordained as
pastors on a tour of historic sights that took us back to the beginnings of methodism. On one of
our travel days, we stopped in Coventry England to see the ruins of a bombed out
Cathedral from World War II.
Coventry England was an industrial city in the mid 20th century and an important part of the war
machine for the allied forces. On one night in November of 1940, 515 German Bombers flew
over the country side and over Coventry decimating the city with continuous attack into the next
morning.
St. Michael’s cathedral was just one of the casualties of that night, but in the morning already
looking to God for forgiveness and resurrection - the priests of that cathedral walked into the
destruction and formed a cross out of the fallen timbers.
That cross today stands as a reminder of that night - but also as a reminder the power of
resurrection. For standing right next to that cathedral today is a new body that rose from the
ashes and is a reminder of Jesus power to overcome death and destruction.
What is so powerful to me is that the old cathedral is there to remind us. It is there to help us
remember.
And like a cathedral that rises out of the ashes - we too remember that just a few short days
ago, things looked entirely different.
In just seven days Jesus changed everything for us. It changed how salvation would be viewed,
it changed how it was that we can encounter God. It changes how we understand coming into a
right relationship with God. On Friday, Jesus death changed everything.
Jesus was quite open about his life and what brought him to Jerusalem in those days. He came
to take away the sins of the world. Jesus said, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise
it up.” And yet in the midst of the conversation, there were those who still did not believe that
salvation history would end the way that it did. Jesus was quite up front about a reality that most
of us like to ignore.
As the saying goes, there are only two things in life that are certain, death and taxes. Jesus was
bold about them both - but still the disciples chose not to believe. Several times throughout his
ministry he told his disciples and those who followed him that “the son of Man would undergo
great suffering, and be rejected by the elders the chief priest and the scribes, and be killed.”
In seven days and counting, everything that Jesus foretold, happened. He underwent great
suffering, he was mocked and beaten, and he was put on the cross to die.
But the good news that we need to share this day is that Jesus death on the cross is not the end
of the story.
At the conclusion of Luke 23, we know that the women who came with Jesus from Galilee saw
the tomb where Jesus was laid, but because it was late in the day and the sabbath was about to
begin, they presumably could not finish laying Jesus to rest. They returned home after Jesus was
buried and planned to return early on the first day of the week.
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It was on the first day of the week that Luke tells us they returned. Only they did not find the tomb
as they had left it. They found that the stone was rolled away and when they went in, Jesus was
not there.
The scriptures say that they were confused, and I tend to understand why. There was much
confusion amongst the disciples and in the city of Jerusalem about what would happen next. “Did
everything he say makes sense? Did everything that he say really just happen?”
But it was the voice of two men who reminded them that Jesus would be handed over, that he
would be crucified, but that on the third day he would rise again!” Why do you look for the living
among the dead?
Jesus was alive and those women knew it! Everything that Jesus had told them was true. And it
was beginning to click and make sense. God created the earth and separated the waters on the
third day, Joseph put his brothers in prison for three days, Jonah was delivered from the belly of
a fish in three days, and now Jesus - this was all making sense.
Hosea chapter six reads, “Come, let us return to the Lord; for it is he who has torn, and he will
heal us; he has struck down, and he will bind us up. After two days, he will revive us; on the third
day he will raise us up, that we may live before him. Let us know, let us press on to know the
Lord; his appearing is as sure as the dawn; he will come to us like the showers, like the spring
rains that water the earth.”
I love those words of reminder for us to hear that story once again of the women going to the
tomb to witness something that initially they could not believe, until it was that they heard those
words.

“The Son of Man must be delivered over to the hands of seiners, be crucified and on the
third day be raised again.”
And what does it say next - Then they remembered his words!
Looking back over the past few days, these seven days and counting - things start to click for
even us. The way he came into the city; those words that he shared in the temple; the challenge
that he made to the temple authorities; the way that he was tempted by the devil to give it all up.
And in spite of it all - Jesus denied his humanity and did for us what we can not do on our own.
Jesus was the fulfillment of God’s work of salvation for us, God’s purpose and order to save us
and bring new life out of the destruction that dominates our lives today Jesus died. And he rose
again.
So what’s our takeaway from all of this today? I think there are three things that we can remember
ourselves.
1.

Jesus was the fulfillment of God’s redemptive work. Jesus died as a final act in God’s
redemptive plan for you and me. It is easy to forget the reason for his death, and simply
remember that he is alive - but if there is one thing to remember today it is this - that God
loves you, God loved you so much that he needed a way to save you and put an end to the
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destructive forces that hold us captive and he died. But more than that - he rose from the
dead to finally put an end to the finality of death.
2. Secondly - we remember that Jesus is present with us today. Not only did he rise, but he is
alive and active and moving in our lives today. The scriptures bear witness to his presence
in our lives and in studying his word - we encounter him new and fresh every morning.
3. Finally - we are to go and tell others about him. The women in our story today didn’t just keep
this story to themselves - but they went and told the others about it. They went and told others
about it so that others might now.
It was late summer in 2006 when I wrote a letter to a former parishioner. I had recently heard that
Pat was battling Leukemia for a long time and had fallen on hard times. Treatment options were
running out for her in Western Pa, so her family had taken her to Vanderbilt University in
Tennessee for an experimental treatment.
The Monday after I sent that letter, I received a phone call from Pat. She explained that she had
been thinking of calling me and that the letter arrived in such a way that she thought that it was a
God moment.
We talked about so much that day. We talked about her treatments and how she was feeling.
We talked about her doctors and the excellent care that she received. She told me about her
magnificent trip to Tennessee in a Tour Bus. We talked about family, we talked about the church.
But what impacted me the most as a person and as a pastor was our conversation about living
and dying.
That conversation reminded me of a book by Mitch Albom entitled, Tuesday’s with Morrie, In his
novel about his best friend and professor who was dying of ALS, he writes, “everybody knows
they are going to die, but nobody believes it. If we did, we would do things differently.
So we kid ourselves about death, I said.
“Yes. But there’s a better approach. To know you’re going to die, and to be prepared for
it at any time. That’s better. That way you can actually be more involved in your life while you’re
living.” “Once you learn how to die, you learn how to live.”
I don’t know whether Pat ever read that book, but what I do know was that she had a faithful,
Christian strength and character – that she believed that there was a real possibility that she
would die. She wanted to get everything in order so that in the event that she did pass away,
much of this day would be covered. That did not mean that she had given up fighting, but that
she was learning how to live.
My very core was moved to a point that my first instinct was to shy away from the discussion. But
not Pat.. She wanted to talk about life - she wanted to talk about resurrection. She loved her
Jesus and she believed what Jesus told Mary and Martha , that if you believe, you will live. Strong
and dignified and full of faith and belief that she could fight with everything that was in her – but
dying was a real possibility. And she wanted to talk about it.
The women who arrived at that tomb that morning wanted to talk about it too! They knew, they
remembered that Jesus was bringing life where they only knew death. Death had been swallowed
up in victory. Christ was alive!
And because Christ lives - you and I too have life.
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And when we remember that - life is worth living.

So what do we do with that? Well I think remembering does cause us to live and it causes us to
want to live differently. It makes us want to serve, it makes us want to give, and it makes us want
to be in a small group to experience life together and that’s what our next steps are all about this
week.
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