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Summer camp at Wesley Woods -

“If you know you're going to heaven when you die, raise your hand.”
I couldn't – didn't think I was good enough to get to heaven – works based understanding
This is where most people are in their beliefs – image of God keeping score
That's not very reassuring – they always have doubt like I had at summer camp
Here in Romans 10, Paul emphasizes the need to get a word of assurance out, and he lays it
on
we clergy to do a better job of that and that's what I want to do today
Clear up some misinterpretations and understandings – help provide a clear path to the
assurance of salvation and eternal life
Throughout my ministry I've been indebted to Billy Graham Association for guidance in evangelism
Kristine and I attended several Schools of Evangelism in Asheville, NC and Toronto
We were encouraged to be who God made us to be as pastors
When it comes to preaching, there are others better able to convey thoughts than I am
When it comes to counseling, there are others more insightful than I am
When it comes to teaching, there are others more well read and knowledgable than I
am
When it comes to administration, almost anyone is better at it than I am

And when it comes to evangelism, sharing the good news of the gospel, I realize that I
am not Billy Graham
A pastor needs to do all those things, but how we do them centers around who we are
and what God made us individually to be
I seek to accomplish that by sharing my life story, my walk of faith, and by helping simplify
what we see in scripture – if you're looking for complex theological theory, I'm not your
guy; where social media may be a helpful means of conveying the message, I'm not
too
astute in that either
So bringing people to a saving knowledge of Christ isn't via one formula – things that have
been effective in the past such as a tent revival, street preaching, a series of services
over
a week don't seem to be as effective as they once were – adaptations to changing
times
are needed, but the message remains the same
Too often religion is made more complicated than it ought to be
If God wishes for all to be saved, He's going to make it simple to understand
A second century heresy known as Gnosticism bases salvation on knowledge
Now you do have to know some things such as Jesus is the Way, the Truth and the Life
But studies into Christology, while enlightening, don't necessarily lead us to salvation
Could result in someone saying, “This is too heavy for me!”
This is one reason why we revert to the default of trying to live a life pleasing to God
Jesus didn't make matters of faith complex – his parables brought them to life, easy to grasp
You don't need a Masters of Divinity degree to see the essence of The Prodigal Son,
The
Lost Sheep, nor so many others – practical everyday applications of faith to life and
consequently to eternal life
So, today, lets look at what we need to be assured of salvation
This analysis is based on Billy Graham's “Steps to Peace With God” - Simple, concise, direct

When God created the world and placed human beings upon it, it was a place of peace and
perfection
Everything necessary for life was there to be used and appreciated
There was harmony; Adam and Eve were in close association with their Creator all the time
It's the kind of existence God wants for us and it was there and available until sin and
disobedience came into play
The rules were simple - “Everything here is yours, but leave that one tree alone”
So, what does Eve do? She gravitates to the forbidden tree, breaks the covenant with
God and takes Adam with her
Sin enters into the world; soon the first murder occurs, wars commence, joy gives way
to despair and it's downhill from there
God floods the earth and starts all over, but it's not long before sin reappears
He sends prophets to call for repentance and reform, but it often falls on deaf ears
The Bible tells us in Romans 3:23 that “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”
And like Adam and Eve who were separated from God by sin, we feel that distance also
It sometimes seems like God isn't around, we sometimes feel lost and alone, we
wonder
“what am I doing here in this life anyway?”
If you're around my age you may remember a song from the late 60's (Peggy Lee) “Is That All
There Is?”

“Is that all there is? Is that all there is? If that's all there is my friend,
then let's keep dancing, let's break out the booze and have a ball... if that's all, there
is.”
Is that ever pessimistic! And yet that's where a lot of people are today
Some do break out the booze, turn to drugs, pornography, meaningless relationships, any of
the
countless diversions available all around us, each promising something it can't deliver
The disillusionment grows and things only get darker
This desperation is seen in a suicide rate in US that increased by 24% from 1999 to 2016
This is not what God intends for His children – for you or me – so how does one escape that?

Some of you may recall Pittsburgh's infamous “Bridge to Nowhere” now known as the Fort
Duquense Bridge
Before I 279 was in place it shot out from the Point downtown across the Allegheny
River and just ended – a real embarrassment
But that's really what many supposed methods of finding peace/fulfillment and God's
favor really are – bridges to nowhere

–
Some try good works – undertaking a mission trip, serving at a soup kitchen, help build or
repair a house
The problem is, many have this backwards – the good works don't earn us God's favor,
they are instead grow out of God's goodness and graciousness toward us
Good works are a way of sharing our faith with others and saying, “Thank you, God”
So the good works are important, we need them, but they don't initiate salvation
Some try religion – engaging in worship, perhaps even on a regular basis
I think worship is a great thing – I need it every week
It brings me closer to God, helps me grow in my faith, but if I'm in church every Sunday
from birth to death and I never come to a saving relationship with Christ, I could just
as well spend the time elsewhere doing other things
Some try philosophy - the complex understandings I spoke of earlier
But like a kid who can't swim getting into a swimming pool, it can be too deep, too
incomprehensible, to be of any life directing purpose
I suppose that's why my theology notebooks in seminary didn't have too many notes
Karl Barth - “Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so.”
And some try to find favor with God through living a moral life
Certainly a good thing to do – moral living pays dividends
It's healthier for us, it leads us to make better decisions
It helps us treat people more kindly – it builds a better society
But, like the works based understanding, it falls short
We can't be good enough to please God and earn His favor or earn a place in Kingdom
We all come up short, each and every day
So, you can see that each of these things, as much good as they possess, are by themselves,
bridges to nowhere – they don't get us into the presence of God; don't give us assurance
But God has provided a way – that way being the Cross of Christ

The Cross is the one bridge that can take us from our sin, despair and separation from God into the
presence of God and into a knowledge that we are assured of eternal life
Now sometimes you come across a bridge that requires a toll to cross over – and there is a toll here
as
well – but it is Jesus who has paid that toll through his sacrifice on Calvary
The toll is paid, but we still need to cross the bridge
With a steel and concrete bridge, you have to drive or walk across it – it's there but you have to
do something to get to the other side and that is true with the Cross as bridge to God
What do you have to do?
First, admit you have a spiritual need, that you are, in fact a sinner
If you have a disease and just ignore it, or say, “I'm just fine, thank you.” you're not
going to get healed and it's going to get worse – true of sin as well – We all need
help!
Secondly, you have to repent of those sins - repentance
You may not be able to simply walk away from those sins, but through repentance and
redirection, you start moving away from them with Christ's help
It's what John Wesley termed, “Christian Perfection” - a high goal to strive for
Third thing is to believe that Jesus died for you on the Cross, as if you were the only one
Believe that his death was not just a death, but a death with divine, eternal purpose
And as a result of that belief, receive the presence of Christ into your life as your counselor,
helper, guide and savior – giving you a new direction in life
My favorite Bible verse is Romans 10:9, “If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in
your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.”
Not may be, not could be, but will be! That's the formula, the means, the method, the
assurance
Had I asked you at the beginning if you believed you're going to heaven when you leave this life, what
would you have said? What would you say now?

