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I went deep-sea fishing while I was on vacation two weeks ago. It wasn’t a private
charter. My brother-in-law George and I boarded a party boat – that’s what it’s
called when the boat holds up to 40 people – and went out about 2 or 3 miles to
catch fish.
I caught a shark about 36” long. I threw him back. I caught a whiting, big enough
to keep. I had him for dinner. I caught lots of black bass, 20 or 30, too small to
keep. When our half-day was over and we were told to take our rods out of the
water, I was on a roll having caught nine successive fish on the same piece of bait.
The captain said the record was 13 fish on the same piece of bait. I think that was a
fish tale. By the way, I learned a new phrase from the captain: “I fish, therefore I
lie.” But what I told you about my trip was true. I promise. Ok so maybe the shark
was 30”, not 36”. We didn’t measure it, ok.
Only eight people were on the boat plus the captain and first mate so we had lots of
room. Most of the guys were younger, experienced fishermen who told stories of
places they had fished and fish they had caught as our boat made its way to our
fishing spot.
There was an older man, older than me who caught my attention because of the
black hat he was wearing. On the front in white, 2-inch letters, it said CIA. “Oh
interesting!” I thought. Something was printed underneath. “Christian in Action”.
“Nice, a fellow believer who isn’t ashamed of his faith,” I said to myself. A little
later, as we took our places along the rail, I saw another message on the side of his
brim. “I Love Jesus”. I never doubted him for a moment.
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He was bearing witness to his faith without using words. He was telling anyone
and everyone with whom he had contact, anyone who would see him and his hat
that he believed in Jesus Christ as God’s one and only son; that he believed that
Jesus was born of the virgin Mary, lived a perfectly sinless life, suffered a sinners
death to pay for our sins that separate us from God, and was raised from death to
life to secure the victory over the forces of evil and the confines of sin and death.
He then ascended into heaven to sit at the right hand of God, and sent the Holy
Spirit to live in us and do life with us.
When was the last time you reminded yourself that’s what you believe? Have you
ever told someone that’s what you believe? Have you ever shared you faith with
someone? You have? Good! You haven’t? Why not?
Did you know that turmeric is now the secret homeopathic capsule that is supposed
to help with your arthritis?
Did you know that a recent issue of Consumer Report states that some people are
having as much pain relief by taking 1 Tylenol and 1 ibuprofen (Advil) as they
were by taking Tylenol with hydrocodone, an opiate?
Did you know that if you have arthritis in your knees that it is very important to
continue to do exercises, albeit non-weight bearing, to maintain your muscle tone?
Did you ever notice that most people who give medical advice aren’t doctors or
nurses or physical therapists, nor have they played one on TV!
Did you know that on July 15 of 1967 Bob Gibson, a pitcher for the St. Louis
Cardinals, threw a pitch at Roberto Clemente’s head causing Clemente to fall down
to avoid it? And on the next pitch Clemente hit the ball right back at Gibson and
broke his leg and Gibson missed the rest of the season? (I love that story!)
Have you noticed that we are willing to tell people about important stuff like pain
remedies, or sports trivia, but we aren’t willing to share our faith? Why is that? Is it
because religion is a private matter? Is it because we learned somewhere that the
quickest ways to lose friends is to discuss religion or ask for money? Is it because
we don’t want to be perceived to be a “holy roller”, a “religious nut”? Or is it
because we simply don’t know what to say? We’ll come back to that…..
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Every Sunday when we receive new members, I quote these words that are part of
the ritual for reception of new members into the United Methodist Church.
The church is God,
And will be preserved to the end of time,
For the conduct of worship
And the due administration of God’s word and sacraments,
The maintenance of Christian fellowship and discipline,
The edification of believers
And the conversion of the world.
All, of every age and station stand in need
Of the means of grace which it alone supplies.
As the church, we exist for the conversion of the world. As the church, we provide
a means of grace, unique to us, the church. A means of grace is a way that God’s
Spirit works in us and through us. It’s a way we encounter God. And everyone of
any age, no matter their station in life needs this means of grace, this way of
experiencing God.
As the church, we exist for the conversion of the world. That means that part of our
purpose is to lead people and enable people to believe in Jesus as God’s son and
the savior of the world, the one who saves us from sin. Since you and I are part of
the church, since we are the church, then we are to help others become followers of
Jesus.
Why should that be important to us? Because we believe that life is better with
Jesus at the center of our lives, right? Because we believe that a life with Jesus as a
part of it is better than one in which Jesus isn’t a part of it. Right? Don’t you agree?
Don’t we agree?
In John 14 Jesus is talking with his disciples. He’s planning to leave them, he’s
preparing them for his departure. He’s about to be arrested, tried, put to death but
the disciples have no idea what’s ahead. So Jesus says,
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me.
My Father’s house has many rooms; if it were not so would I have told you
that I am going there to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a
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place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also
may be where I am. You know the way to the place where I am going.
Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can
we know the way?” Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life.
No one comes to the Father except through me.
John 14:1-7
Jesus is the way to get to heaven, to gain access to the Father. He and he alone
provides for our salvation.
In the Book of Acts – The Acts of the Apostles or Disciples – Peter has been
preaching about Jesus and he gets arrested. A couple of thousand more people
become followers because of Peters’ preaching. He is dragged before the
Sanhedrin, a court, and asked by what authority he does what he does.
He tells them about Jesus. Some of his stories they’ve heard. Then Peter says,
Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven
given to mankind by which we must be saved.
Acts 4:12
The way to God is through Jesus. The way to receive forgiveness of sin and eternal
life is through Jesus. Jesus is the source of our salvation. He is the only way
according to him and according to Peter. That’s why Christmas is such a big deal.
So, we should want that for others, right? For our spouses, our kids, our parents,
our friends, because we want what’s best for them and that is what’s best for them.
So then, how do we share it in such a way that we are kind, non-threatening, not
overzealous, not in a way that people run from us when they see us coming? And,
and, and how do we do it in such a way that we get through to them, that we make
contact with them, that we connect with them? And they get it?
Well it takes prayer they understand, “I just love you and want what’s best for
you!” and patience. Lots of both. But it also requires that we be deliberate,
intentional and careful. So we begin today with a 5-part series about sharing faith.
My topic today Part I is Sharing your Testimony.
Week II - Avoid Debates – Pastor Dennis
Week III - Keep It Simple – Pastor Greg
Week IV - Be Transparent – Pastor David
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Week V – Ask For God’s Help – Pastor Greg and Dennis
So in the remaining time I have, let’s consider “Start with Your Testimony”.
Nothing is more powerful than your story because it’s your story. People can
debate and argue about lots of stuff but they can’t debate your story because it
happened to you. It’s genuine and authentic and it’s yours. And it’s real!
Think about how you came to an understanding of Jesus. How did you learn about
him? Who told you? Where were you? Did it happen quickly or was it more
drawn out?
Most of you know that I first entered the church the Sunday after I was born. I was
6 days old and except for a spell in college when I drifted, I’ve been in church
most every Sunday since. I went to Sunday school. I had many years of perfect
attendance as a kid, 14-15, 17-18 I don’t know.
But I don’t believe I understood Jesus until I went to Jumonoville. That’s when
Jesus became real to me. That’s when I understood/realized/knew that I needed
him. That’s when I asked him to enter my life and accepted him as my savior.
That’s when most of what I’d heard and learned suddenly came together. It made
sense.
I knew of God and Jesus and less about the Holy Spirit. The more I learned the
more convinced I became that I wanted them to be in my life. I realized that Jesus
had been by my side. I wanted them by my side. I wanted to listen to them, learn
from and follow their teaching and example.
I knew I wasn’t perfect and I know I never will be perfect. I’ll be tempted. I will
sin. I want the forgiveness that’s available to me because Jesus paid for my sin. I
want Jesus to be present with me in this life in the form of the Holy Spirit. And I
want the confidence that I will be with Jesus in heaven when my life on earth is
over.
My life is better because Jesus is at the center of it. That’s part of my story, the
main part I guess. It’s not your story. What is your story? Go over it again in your
mind. Maybe jot down some notes. What or who made you a believer? How did it
change you? How has Jesus helped you?
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Some have found Jesus during a critical time in their life, during a struggle or a
crisis? Some discovered Jesus as an answer to prayer. Some discovered Jesus
through a conversation.
I believe that next to being born, the most important thing that can happen in a
person’s lifetime is that they reach a point where they understand who Jesus is and
they love him and accept him as the Lord and Savior of their lives. Next to being
born, it’s the most important thing. It has an eternal impact on our lives.
So go over your story. How’d it happen? Keep it fresh in your mind so you can
share it if you need to do so, if the opportunity presents itself. And come back next
week for Part II. Avoid getting stuck in debates.
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