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You've surely heard the quote generally attributed to Mark Twain, “Don't talk religion or politics in polite
society.”
These are two topics which have always been hot button items, but it seems to be even more
so
in today's divided culture
Most everyone can recall an uncomfortable time around a holiday table where some family
member starts up about who should or shouldn't be president, what policies and practices
going on in the world around us are right, wrong, admirable or disgraceful
Maybe you let it go, and don't get into it, at least there, but it's really uncomfortable
Or maybe at that holiday gathering you have family members who are religious, involved in church,
and others who really aren't involved in any meaningful way
Get's kind of strange in my family at times when there are so many ministers around
Take a peek at Facebook on any day and you'll find dramatic and hostile opinions on a wide range of
subjects, often including politics and religion
This is particularly bad because you're not face to face, the filters are gone and so a lot of
people
will just hammer out whatever comes to mind, or forward the posting that is nothing more
than a fabrication, but serves to make one's point
I'm especially distressed at the anger and hostility posted by Christians and fellow pastors
This is a not a good testimony or example of Christ like living
You hear or read of incidents on university campuses where someone expresses an opinion on either
a
religious or social topic and end up getting shouted down or punched out
So we decide to keep our opinions to ourselves simply to keep the peace and a lot goes
unspoken and therefore unable to benefit anyone
In these next few weeks we want to talk about sharing our faith and how to do that effectively and well
Please understand and keep in mind that what I'm going to be talking about is NOT things like
expressing our personal opinion on:
 our denomination's position on matters of sexuality
 or position on other social issues of the day like border walls, immigration, reparations,
universal health care, or Green New Deals
What I'm talking about is how to share your own understanding of what Jesus Christ means to
you in your life and how His presence can help uplift and encourage others you encounter
The common perception is that no one wants to hear about religion
That's probably true of some
I recall being asked to leave a patient's room when I was hospital chaplain
Patient was an atheist and didn't want to talk about anything faith related
Some have had really negative experiences with church or a Christian they've known and as a
result, don't want anything to do with it anymore
After our last General Conference back in February, which featured much animosity, it led me
to wonder why anyone would be attracted to our faith if that's how we act

But, I think there may be more openness than we suppose – a hunger for something the world isn't
offering, but which Christ can offer
When I had the privilege of teaching at a Pedagogical Institute in Russia, I was in an area known
as being the most atheistic region in the nation – Komi, a former penal colony
I thought in advance that matters of faith I wanted to share would probably be rejected
and ridiculed – but that never happened
Instead there was an interest in something they knew little about
They were impressed that we would go there in the middle of the Russian winter to help
supply orphanages and teach English and American culture in their school
They asked questions and wanted to know more about the faith that motivated us to be
there
 it was an opportunity for witness that surpassed anything I'd known at home
People all around us struggle with all sorts of problems and issues; loneliness, lack of purpose
They try everything else, and remain frustrated and unsatisfied
Many don't really know anything about the Christian faith and so don't know to turn to it and
how will they know, if no one tells them?
I used to be part of a ministers' breakfast group that met at a Cracker Barrel
On one occasion the waitress overheard our discussion of some religious topic and
asked
us to pray for her and her family
Didn't have a church, or the support it could offer; didn't really know a lot about faith
matters, but was open to it, so we prayed with her
The willingness to receive a word about faith was there where we didn't expect to see it
In Matthew 28, as the Risen Lord prepares to physically depart from his followers, he instructs them to
to go and make disciples of all nations – take the message of the gospel to people everywhere
And His assurance was, they would not be alone – His presence and that of the Holy Spirit
would be there with them, giving them guidance, giving them the opportunity, giving them
the words
We have that responsibility in our time as well; and we're not doing such a good job with it
After Jesus' departure, the Book of Acts tells us there were about 120 followers of Jesus
There were other persons who knew of Jesus and His works and teachings, but this 120
represented those who were there to do the work of taking forth the gospel
And from that 120 the Christian faith spread through the Roman Empire, the rest of the
surrounding world of the time, and eventually to every nation on earth
That 120, the membership of an about average church did that! So it's puzzling to me
that with over a quarter of the earth's population claiming to be Christian, we are so
stiffled in our efforts to do the same
Often our response is, we don't know what to say – how to present the gospel to someone else
Well, let me tell you, there are a lot of times when I have no idea what to say to someone about
something, but what I can do is allow myself to be open to the opportunity and to the
Spirit's guidance and allow the Spirit to speak through me – giving me the ears by
which to listen and the words to offer in response
God will do that with any of us who are open to His guidance
I'd like to suggest today that you don't need to try to initiate times/places to share your faith, but simply
be open to them when they come to you.
1 Peter 3:15b - “Always be prepared to make a defense to anyone who calls you to account for

the hope that is within you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence.”

There are things you can do that may spark a conversation -I like to wear a tie that says, “With God all
things are possible”, or a pin I got on my retirement, or a tie clip that has a cross on it, or one with a
circuit rider
They are all things that invite questions or comments
If you are somewhat introverted, as am I, it's hard to initiate conversations with others, especially
someone you don't know
These little conversation pieces can help with that, because then someone else will often ask,
“What's with that tie you're wearing?” or “Are you into horses?” when they see the John
Wesley clip
I have small Christian flag stickers on my motorcycles and my cars – so someone may ask
what country that's from – and I have a Blessing of the Bikes sticker on one of them
From there it's easy to expand the conversation because that other person initiated it
You didn't impose, you didn't even raise the issue, you just respond
I'm not too much into big demonstrations of my faith with tee shirts or ball caps that more
loudly present a message because that might be seen as overbearing or threatening

Might incline someone to say to themselves, “I'm staying clear of this guy”
You don't need a lot of in depth knowledge of the faith to convey what you believe
The best thing to do is simply tell your story
Who you are; how you came to faith; what that faith means to you – a few Bible verses
Your story is personal, it's real and genuine
It's not opinion, it's not an insistence that someone else adapt it the same way, it's
simply
your story and what you have to share may well relate to what others face
My friend Dan is a recovering alcoholic – His faith has enabled him to overcome that curse in
his life and through his sharing of that story with others facing a similar challenge, he's
helped them overcome in ways I probably could not, because he's been there – that's his
story
Another friend, George, is helping prisoners deal with their incarceration and is able to do
that
because that's his life's story as well and his faith has helped him to in turn help others
What have you faced in life? An illness, a loss of a loved one, the loss of a job, financial setbacks,
family issues? How has faith in Christ helped you deal with that? Who do you know facing
something similar?
You can start that conversation with a simple, “How are you doing?” and go from there.
Sharing our faith, ought to be something natural for us
We talk about our new car, our house, our vacation, our family, all sorts of things that are part
of our life, we'll recommend products we like, so why not do the same with faith as well?
We just need to be who God made us to be, and allow that to be the platform for serving as a
living example of what our faith is and what it means to us
And remember that whatever our words may be, the way we live, the way we treat others, the way we
show respect or disrespect, is in itself the greatest testimony we have to offer.
John Wesley's Three Simple Rules guide us in living the right way – giving the right impression
Do No Harm --- Do Good --- Love God
If you do those things, someone's going to ask why you do the things you do, why you live the
way you live, and you'll be able to tell them

