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Let’s begin today by discussing technology. I promise not to get too technical.
Specifically, I want to discuss cell phones. Let me ask you some questions, ok?
Show of hands.
How many of you own a cell phone?
Is there anyone here who does not own a cell phone?
What kind, what make of cell phone do you own?
Does anyone have a flip phone?
Does anyone here still have a house phone connected to a landline?
Las Tuesday was Ruby Oshlick’s 9th birthday. I was in a staff meeting when I
remembered. I wanted to call her but both her parents were in the meeting with me.
They don’t have a house phone. So what do you think I did? I asked for their
sitter’s cell phone number. I texted her and asked her to have Ruby call my cell
phone. She did and I was able to wish her Happy Birthday!
This is a question is for the older members of the group. How many of you have
children or grandchildren from whom you must protect/guard you cell phone
‘cause if it gets in their hands anything can happen and your settings can get all
messed up?
If my wife visits her grandchildren and they get a hold of her phone, it will take my
wife a week to recover her original settings. Me? I just never, ever let them have
my phone. How many of you are amazed at the continuously advancing technology
of the cell phone? Everyone right? Listen to this: My son and his wife recently
bought new I phones with facial recognition technology. There’s no button to press
to turn on the phone. It comes on when it recognizes your face and only your face.
I don’t know how you set up the phone. Here’s the fun part. My grandchildren,
their children, hate their parents’ new phones ‘cause they can’t get access. I love it!
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How many of you who have cell phones know every single thing your cell phone is
capable of doing?
How many of you rely on your children, grandchildren, or someone younger to
help you when you have problems with your cell phone?
How many of you are sick and tired of older people constantly asking you for help
with their cell phone?
I thought so. (You have no idea how much we need you!)
So let’s back-up 3 questions. Do you know everything your phone is capable of
doing? No, you don’t. No one does. Maybe Zack Oshlick does. No, he doesn’t
either. I’ll bet, I’ll bet that even the people who design and make cell phones don’t
know everything the phone does because different people design and develop
different functions of the phone.
All of those technology/cell phone questions were asked to prepare you for this
next question:
How many of us, assuming we are Christians know every single thing the
Holy Spirit of God is capable of doing for us?
In the Gospel of John, chapter 14, Jesus comforts his disciples as he prepares for
his departure. This conversation happens on that first Maundy Thursday of Holy
Week. Soon after this conversation occurred, Jesus was betrayed, arrested, beaten,
put on trial and crucified.
But before that can happen Jesus says,
Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God, Trust also in me John 14:1
He tells them that he’s going to prepare a place for them in heaven where they will
join him later. But he also tells them he’s going to send them someone now to be
with them, to guide them and comfort them and encourage them.
All this I have spoken while still with you. But the counselor, the Holy
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and
will remind you of everything I have said to you. John 14:25-26
In Acts 1:8, Jesus appears to his disciples after his resurrection, just before he
ascends into heaven to sit at the right hand of God. He says,
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But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of
the earth.
Acts 1:8
This Holy Spirit is a gift to us from God and Jesus. This Holy Spirit is one of the
three persons of the Trinity. The Holy Spirit is not an “it”. He is equal to the other
two in position and power, possessing all the essential aspects of deity. That means
the Holy Spirit is eternal, having neither beginning or end, he is omnipotent,
having all power; he is omnipresent, being everywhere present at the same time
and omniscient, or all knowing.
When I was a little boy growing up in the church, I knew a lot about God, a lot
more about Jesus – his life, his example, his miracles, his teachings-- and not very
much about the Holy Spirit. I heard his name mentioned on occasion, especially in
Pentecost, the birthday of the church, when the Holy Spirit came upon the
disciples.
I always knew that God knew who I was and always believed that Jesus was with
me all the time. What I eventually learned was that the Holy Spirit was actually
that part of the Trinity that part of God and Jesus and the Holy Spirit that was with
me, by my side all the time.
Like my cell phone, like our cell phones, about which we are always learning
something new, there’s a whole lot about the Holy Spirit that we may not
understand that we have yet to discover. The more we discover and understand, the
more we will benefit and appreciate about life being better with Jesus, and God and
the Holy Spirit at the center of our lives.
One of the reasons for this message about the Holy Spirit is because of this week’s
lesson in Vacation Bible School. The title of our teaching is Power Up: Raise you
Game. Their memory verse will be from 2 Peter 1:3a:
“God’s power has given us everything we need to live a Godly life.”
Our daily teaching topics are:
Monday: God Wants you to know him.
Tuesday: We can know God through his word.
Wednesday: God sent Jesus to save us.
Thursday: God sent his Spirit to help you.
Friday: You can help others to know God.
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It is the Holy Spirit that is our source of God’s power.
“But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you….
Acts 1:8
The Holy Spirit of God is present in us. Paul wrote in I Corinthians 12:3 that no
one can say Jesus is Lord except through the power of the Holy Spirit. And John
Wesley taught and I believe that God’s prevenient grace, his grace that is present in
us and draws us to seek God’s presence in our lives before we actually do so, was
the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives. It is known as the grace that goes before.
That grace leads us to God.
Our scripture lesson from Romans tells us how we are set free by the Holy Spirit of
God. We aren’t stuck trying to perfectly obey God’s laws – which we can’t do
perfectly anyway. We are free to allow God’s law and Jesus’ teaching as well to be
a guide for us to live by. But when we fall short, when we sin, we are free from the
consequences of sin because of what Jesus did for us and because the Spirit led us
to accept Jesus into our lives. And because of the Holy Spirit’s presence in us we
are free to allow God’s Spirit to lead us and guide us. We can do more with the
Holy Spirit in our lives.
Listen to verse 11.
If the Spirit of the one who raised Jesus from the dead lives in you; the one
who raised Jesus from the dead will give life to your human bodies also,
through his Spirit that lives in you.
Romans 8:11
You have the Holy Spirit in your life. You have access to power. You can do more
thanks to him. You can be more thanks to the Holy Spirit that’s already part of
your life.
Let me share with you 9 things about the Holy Spirit, that part of the God head, the
Trinity that lives in you. Some you know others maybe not. Nine things about the
Trinity:
1. The Holy Spirit lives in us. The Spirit accompanies us at all times, through
thick and thin. The Holy Spirit is that dimension of God and Jesus that walks
by our side.
2. The Holy Spirit leads us: in conversations to know what to say, in
circumstances that challenge our faith he leads us to lean on our faith, to
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trust God. He leads us to act, to intervene, to say what needs to be said
whether to comfort or confront; The Holy Spirit helps us navigate through
struggles and the uncertainties of life.
3. The Holy Spirit comforts us when we are sad, when we are grieving, when
we are weary and when we’re afraid.
4. The Holy Spirit convinces and convicts us of offensive behavior, of harsh
and unkind comments, of sinful actions. Sometimes that conviction comes
through others. Once I attended a very large conference at a mega church in
the Midwest. As the senior pastor was welcoming groups from all parts of
the world, he acknowledged people from Mexico then asked if they had their
green card. There was some nervous laughter. A dull groan swept over the
room. He was trying to be funny. After the break he apologized. Some close
truth-tellers told him his comments crossed the line and thanks to the Spirit’s
presence in him and them, he listened and said he was sorry.
5. The Holy Spirit teaches us. The Spirit helps us to understand what we read,
hear and learn about God, Jesus, the Spirit himself, the Bible and our faith.
Sometimes that takes a while.
6. The Holy Spirit reminds us of what we know and have learned. It reminds
us of what God’s word says and means. He reminds us of how God has
worked before in our lives and throughout history. The Spirit reminds us of
what we believe, of the Apostle’s Creed and other creeds and what they
mean.
7. The Holy Spirit helps us to bear witness, to be witnesses to who God and
Jesus are, what they have done and are doing in our lives and all around us.
The Holy Spirit helps us bear witness to what God’s word says. It helps us
give testimony to the work of God especially in us.
8. The Holy Spirit transforms us. He makes us be better people than we have
been. The Spirit tries to bear fruit in us, leading us to display the fruit of the
Spirit in us: Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness,
faithfulness and self-control. Wouldn’t you love that in your life? Wouldn’t
you love that to define you?
9. The Holy Spirit empowers us. He gives us abilities to do more, to move
beyond our limits. These gifts of the Holy Spirit help us to serve God in a
more profound way. Each person has 2, 3 maybe 4 predominant gifts from
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the Spirit. You may know yours. If you don’t we can help you identify them.
Contact Jami Pietryzk in our office. The gifts are listed in Romans 12, I
Corinthians 12 and Ephesians 4. There are over 20/23 Spiritual gifts
including teaching, preaching, leadership, wisdom, administration, speaking
in tongues, interpretation, healing, prayer, faith, creative communication,
mercy, encouragement, generosity, prophesy, miracles, discernment. These
gifts empower you to do more. Power up: Raise Your Game.

So I’ve told you things the Holy Spirit can do, some of which you may not have
known.
We started this message talking about how much our cell phones do that we
don’t even know. The only way to benefit from all their features is to get help,
seek to understand and put them into practice.
It’s like that with the Holy Spirit. He can do so much in us, through us and for
us. The Spirit is the fulfillment of a promise from Jesus. The Spirit literally is
God with us. The best way for us to benefit from the presence of the Holy Spirit
is to get help and seek to understand more and more about the Holy Spirit, and
then put what we learn into practice.
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