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Shortly after mountain bikes first arrived on the scene, I bought one for myself. I biked
with some friends and eventually bought mountain bikes for everyone in my family thinking it
would be a great family activity, which it was. We didn’t bike through the woods on narrow, up
and down paths, but we did go to Ohiopyle and other places where we could handle the gentle
grade and ride as a group.
The day I bought my bike Jim, the salesman and owner installed a water bottle rack on
the bike. He told me to pick a water bottle from the display area which contained a plethora of
water bottles of all shapes and sizes. But before I could pick he advised me to select a clear
bottle so you can see if there is dirt in your water or not.
When you ride your bike on a trail, you can pick up dust or dirt or mud from the wheels
on your water bottle. If you haven’t tightly closed the cap, it can get into your water. He advised
me when I took a drink of water to look at the water to see if it is clean, then open the cap, and
squirt some water onto the ground to clear any dirt that may have collected on the cap. “You
want to be able to see what you are drinking,” he said.
Today is our third message in our series of messages about sharing our faith. As
Christians, we have in our possession the Good News of Jesus Christ. We know who Jesus is,
that he is God’s son and the savior of the world. We know he died for our sins and provides for
our salvation and eternal life. We believe – or at least I believe that next to being born the most
important thing that can happen in a person’s life is that they would come to a point, a moment
in their life where they understand who Jesus is and they love him and accept him as the Lord
and Savior of their lives.
It is more important than getting married, finding a job, graduating from college, buying a
home or anything else on your bucket list. Believing in Jesus has life-changing implications, for
life in this world and for life in the next world, eternal life, in heaven, with Jesus.
Two weeks ago, I referenced two passages of scripture. One, spoken by Jesus, I asked
you to memorize.
Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth and life. No one comes to the Father except
through me.”
John 14:6
The second passage I mentioned was spoken by Peter in Acts 4:12 as he spoke before
the Sanhedrin, the Jewish court.
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“Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven,
given to mankind by which we must be saved.”
Acts 4:12
When I mention those words, salvation, saved, savior does that confuse you? Do you
understand those words and concepts completely? When Jesus mentions “coming to the
Father”, do you get what He means? Let me explain.
Everyone sins, right? Everyone makes mistakes. Nobody is perfect. Paul says in
Romans 3:23 “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” Then in Romans 6:23 Paul
writes, “For the wages of sin is death.” in other words if we sin we deserve death but listen to
what Paul says next:
For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our
Lord.
Romans 6:23
You can’t get to God as an unforgiven sinner. You can only get to God as a forgiven
sinner, and you get to be forgiven through Jesus. Jesus saves you from sin. He is your savior.
He provides for your salvation.
Suppose you are a child and you are playing outside in a sandbox, dirt pile or garden.
Your mother calls you for dinner and you take your seat at the kitchen table. Your mother gazes
upon your dirty hands and says, “Before you can sit with us at this dinner table young man you
must wash your hands. Wash them good, use soap and dry them before you come to this
table!” Your dirty hands keep you from the table. So you wash the dirt off your hands and you
are welcomed and accepted at the dinner table like you belong there, because you do!
As sinners, we are not worthy of being in the presence of God. God is God. God is holy.
So holy, people could not look at him and live. God is so holy that the Jews believed they were
not worthy of pronouncing His name so they used another word for him. God is pure therefore;
impurity cannot be in his presence. Our sinfulness is washed away by the suffering, death and
resurrection of Jesus.
What can wash away my sin, nothing but the blood of Jesus.
That’s how we get to God. We want that for ourselves. Right? We want that for those we
love, family, friends, acquaintances, and everyone.
So we’ve designed this series of messages to include five tips to follow as we encourage
you to share your faith.
In the first week, I encouraged you to recall and share your faith story. How did you
become a Christian? How did you get to the place in your life where you accepted Jesus as
your Savior? How and when did you say “yes” to Jesus? It’s your story! It’s genuine. It’s
powerful.
In the second week you were encouraged to avoid debates. Don’t get stuck discussing
unrelated stuff like other issues and religions. Stay focused on Jesus and what He’s done for
you and what he means to you.
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In John 9, we find a story of a man being healed of blindness by Jesus. They brought the
man to the Pharisees who questioned him and argued with him that Jesus was a sinner. This
debate went on and on. But the blind m191an refused to debate.
“Whether he (Jesus) is a sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I do know. I was
blind but now I see.”
John 9:25
Today I want to encourage you to be transparent, to be open and honest about your
faith. Do not shy away from your own struggles, seasons of doubt and uncertainties about God.
Sometimes people can be so excited and so confident in their faith that it seems like
their life is perfect. It’s like they’ve never faced a struggle in their lives because they love and
believe in Jesus. At least that’s how it feels and that’s what we think.
We use this expression, “Life is better with Jesus at the center.” On some of our
publications we say, “Ingomar Church! Making life better.” I believe that. I think we believe that.
It does not mean that when we place Jesus at the center of our lives all of our worries, troubles
and heartaches disappear. It means that it is better for us to live life with Jesus in the midst of it
than to live life without Jesus. And, it means that it’s better, much, much better to face trials and
tribulations, heartaches and heart breaks, struggles and the loss of loved ones with Jesus at the
center of your life, with Jesus in your life, with Jesus right beside you than for you to not allow
Jesus to be anywhere near you at all!
It would be disingenuous for you to share your faith in Jesus with someone and then
say, “And after Jesus entered my life I never had a problem, a worry, a struggle ever, ever
again. My health was perfect. My job was transformed. My spouse became like a new person
and my kids never ever did anything wrong or disappointed me in any way. I am literally living
happily ever after!” Unless that’s exactly what happened to you and in that case, we should
talk.
That’s just not true. We still face struggles, right? None of us accepted Jesus as our
savior and then shredded our health insurance cards. We still work on our marriages. We still
discipline our children. We don’t say or think, God will take care of them, go ahead and do
whatever you want.
In John 16:33 b, c Jesus tells us it won’t be easy. “In this world you will have troubles,
but take heart, I have overcome the world”.
Followers of Jesus Christ don’t live trouble-free lives. So if you share your faith, and we
want you to do so, don’t tell someone that if they believe in Jesus they will never have any sort
of problem ever again. That’s not true.
That’s not to say that you say to someone, “I am a follower of Jesus. I love Jesus with all
my heart and soul and mind and strength. I accepted Jesus as my savior and invited him to do
like with me. I placed him at the center of my life. And boy oh boy is my life a mess. Let me tell
you everything that’s gone wrong. How much time do you have?”
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But also don’t promise a worry free life. That’s not going to happen.
In this world you will have troubles, but take heart I have overcome
the world. John 16:33
Don’t shy away from your own struggles, seasons of doubt and uncertainties about God.
Many of you were here when I became very sick in 2013. You went through that with
me. You prayed for my recovery which took a long time. Some of you visited me although I was
not very receptive to visitors. I was discouraged and depressed because of my circumstances.
What was supposed to be one surgery and a quick recovery turned into several surgeries, 23
days in the hospital not counting the other hospital stays preparing for surgery. A week here, a
couple days there. If you’ve ever been through something like that, the term, “When I was sick”
takes on a whole new meaning. It doesn’t mean when I threw up last night. I was off work for 7
months.
I couldn’t believe I was that sick. How could this have happened to me? My faith faced a
crisis. I was mad at God for a while. Honestly, I think it wasn’t until two years ago that I finally
forgave God for what happened to me.
But you know what? Despite my anger and depression God stayed by my side. God
never gave up on me. And here I am today, recovered, restored, renewed. Enduring all of that
with Jesus at the center of my life was much better than having to face all of that alone, without
God. Toni would say the same as would the rest of my family.
Last fall while I was leading a small group based on the book “Be Anxious for Nothing”
by Max Lucado, one of the questions I asked the group out of the leader’s guide was, Tell of a
time, when you prayed to God for something to happen, and it happened. God answered your
prayer. We went around the room with people answering. Eventually, we came to Toni. She
looked at me and said, “When I prayed for you to get better!” Whoa! I wasn’t ready for that one.
My eyes welled-up a bit. I remember thinking, “Man, I was so sick!”
Neither Toni nor I would lead someone to Jesus and tell them that story. But sharing
Jesus usually happens because you have a relationship with them. You work with them or
they’re your neighbor or they’re in your family. You’re not just going to have one conversation
with them. You’ll see them again. You’ll continue to do life with them in some way.
So the topic of struggle may come up. Maybe they’ll ask you about how you handled a
crisis in life. Maybe they’ll ask for help because their life is in crisis and their faith is as well.
Maybe you prayed and the crisis was resolved.
Maybe you prayed and you or they were healed.
Maybe you prayed and the crisis lingered or the person wasn’t healed or the illness
lasted a long time.
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In the interest of being totally transparent, Toni’s prayers for me and my prayers for
myself started in June or July 2013. Things got a lot worse before they got better, a lot worse
and I almost didn’t make it. It took a long time before I was out of the woods. A long time.
But God stayed with us. He stayed by my side even though I pretended He wasn’t. He
stayed by Toni’s side during every moment giving her clarity of thought, attention to detail,
devotion to me, firm resolve and unquenchable strength for the journey.
In our case, God provided healing and God provided strength, and presence. In other
cases, our loved ones weren’t healed, my dad, my mom, Toni’s dad, Toni’s mom. But God was
still present offering love, support, and strength. So, if we are asked about that part of our faith
journey, we can respond.
In this world you will have trouble but take heart, I have overcome the world.
I chose the clear plastic bottle because I want to see what I’m drinking. And I choose to
be, and I encourage you to be transparent when it comes to sharing my faith and telling my
story. I want them to see, to know what they are getting.
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