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Today, we're wrapping up our series on sharing your faith with others
We've talked about:
Sharing faith in a way that is not threatening or intimidating; avoiding debate
Keeping it simple – no need for complex theology
Being genuine; simply being yourself, sharing your own story of faith
And today, we'll center in on asking God's help to be a good, faithful, effective witness
Sharing your faith may mean leaving your comfort zone
A few weeks ago I talked about how you can subtlety initiate conversation (pins, etc)
Not too hard to talk about faith when someone asks you something – just answer sincerely
But sometimes you get a prompting to give someone some spiritual direction when they haven't
asked about it and you're not too sure how they're going to respond
(Example of Mother initiating conversation with “Trudy”)
When the Holy Spirit is at work preparing someone to hear “The Word”, that is known in
Wesleyan tradition as “Prevenient Grace”
It's not just up to you; You're not on your own, you are simply a means by which the
Spirit can touch another life, if you're willing to do that
But when is the right time/place – often it just arises unexpectedly
(Example of walking down the street at Speers – prompting of HS)
Sometimes you simply encounter someone, somewhere and the opportunity to say a word
about your personal faith arises in the discussion
When that occurs, you can either change the subject or go with it
In such times, before I say anything, I'm silently praying, “Lord, give me the words.”
I've come to see that the right time is anytime you feel an undeniable prompting
And if God's going to send you to someone, He's going to supply what you need
And what we need is a word frequently found in the Bible, “wisdom”
“Knowledge guided by understanding” - knowing what to do with knowledge you have

(Garage door torsion spring – know how to fix it; wisdom is to get someone professional)
Wisdom is knowing what to do, what to say, with the spiritual knowledge you have so that it
proves to be helpful and not harmful
There are a lot of people around who have been turned off to the church and religion by
someone who was undoubtedly well meaning, but not wise in their presentation
If you are very knowledgeable about a subject, that's a great thing, but wisdom is when you can bring
that complex subject to an understandable level for someone else
Paul in 1 Cor. 9 – He becomes who he's talking to – a slave, a Jew, in the Law, outside the Law,

to the weak, he is weak
Brief desciption of next three pictures – several seconds each as spoken about
Sports – Fellowship of Christian athletes

Motorcyclists – CMA

College – Campus Crusade for Christ

Finding a common interest – speaking the same language, sharing common experiences

Sources of Wisdom
Ex 31:3 – God's Spirit - Bezalel an artist and craftsman to supply the Tabernacle
“I have called by name, Bezalel and I have filled him with the Spirit of God, with ability and
intelligence, with knowledge and all craftsmanship to devise artistic designs .”
Bezalel's skills were God given
The resources were placed within him and he in turn chose to fulfill God's call
Recently a large group of youth and adults from our church went to WV to offer hands on
service to people in need
When I've gone on missions such as that, I've often had some hesitation, but
knowing it was what God wanted me to do and was prompting me to do, I'd follow
through and find it to be a significant blessing in my life
It's the Spirit's promptings that inspire and motivate us to take on what may be out of the
ordinary for us
So when you hear of something like this, Phillipi, Kenya, Pittsburgh's Northside, a
hurricane, tornado or flooded area and feel God's Spirit saying, “Hey, you ought to
do this” - maybe you ought to more fully consider it and be blessed by it.
Deut 4:6 – God's Law - “Keep (the commandments) and do them; for that will be your wisdom and
your understanding in the sight of the peoples.”
Some people think that God's laws are there to restrict us, hold us back
“Thou shalt not...”
The idea isn't to deny us anything, but rather to give us a path to happy, fulfilling lives which
are not found when the ways of God are abandoned or ignored

You tell a child not to mess with an electrical outlet, not to deny them something, but to
protect them from a lot of pain, or worse
God's laws help us give insight into why we believe what we believe and can provide the
beginnings of a faith foundation for those we encounter – it may even spare them a lot of
pain, or worse
At the close of Matthew's gospel, Jesus tells us to take the faith to all the world and if we're
willing to do that, He will supply what we need not only to get there, but what to say and do
when we are in that setting
We cannot decide about things another person does in their life; we can only point out what
God's Word and commandments have to offer and allow the Holy Spirit to take it from there
Prov 9:10 – Fear (awe, respect) of the Lord is another source of wisdom
“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is
insight”
God created me; He created the world and all that is in it to sustain life
Every breath I take is God given
The blessings of life I have been given are gifts from God
I understand that without God, there is no life, there is nothing
And so, I stand amazed in the presence of Him who was and is and is to come

I'm not much impressed by celebrity
I like meeting sports figures, I've had occasion to visit with congressional
representatives and appreciated that, but they're just people who have been given
some special skill or opportunity – I'm not blown away in their presence
But, when I am graced to enter the Heavenly Kingdom, I'm going to be flat on my face
in the presence of my Creator and my Savior – you talk about “awesome”!
Because of that awe, that respect, I want to do what God calls me to do, even when it's not
something that comes easily or naturally to me
It may be a challenge, but I can do those things when I humble myself to ask for God's
help
Prov 10:31 - “The mouth of the righteous brings forth wisdom” (righteousness)
When we share our faith with others, it has to be genuine
We can't be saying one thing and then doing the opposite
We can't praise the Lord on Sunday and exploit or disrespect others on Monday
We need to be a consistent example of righteous living every day in every place
In the Book of Acts we read about the exploits of the Apostle Paul
He got into a lot of trouble in a lot of places over a lot of years
Yet despite that, when he was in prison the jailers listened to him
Even governors and other high officials listened to what he had to say because
they saw in him that consistency, and dedication to what he believed and lived by
Others might not agree with, or even like, what you have to say, but if you are living a
righteous life it serves as a light to a dark world and while some will outright reject
or ignore it, others may give it a thought
Paul at Athens – Acts 17:22-32
He seeks to take on the intellectuals in their own time/place
Mixed success here, but at least, they listen to him – vs 32 says, “some mocked, but others said,
'we will hear you again'”.
Not everyone listened to Jesus either, though no one ever lived a more righteous life
Like Paul, like Jesus, like the other disciples and apostles, we can only serve as a living
example and, with God's help, be an encouragement in faith to others
So, to be an effective witness, to share our faith in a meaningful way, we need to 1) rely upon God's
Holy Spirit for guidance and 2) seek the sources of wisdom which we've just discussed to provide us
with the tools we need to carry out that mission effectively and well.

