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Good morning church and welcome back. We are in the midst of a series of
messages about generosity. Generosity is about sharing our resources and sharing
our lives with others. Are you a generous person?
If you were with us last week you will remember that we reflected on the
generosity of the widow as she gave her gifts upon entering the temple. Do you
remember what she gave? Two small copper coins, the smallest form of currency
in her day. It was all she had.
I began last week’s message by admitting that I am an easy ask, a soft mark when I
am asked to give. I try to say “yes” and usually say “yes” if the ask meets my
criteria. What makes me say yes? I say yes if…
 It’s a cause that I embrace
 I can identify being in their situation, trying to raise funds for Boy Scouts,
Girl Scouts, hockey, sports and activities.
 Because I was asked.
 I can afford to do so. Giving to these causes will not break the bank, prevent
me from putting food on my table, or gas in my car or prevent me from
going out for lunch.
That’s why I usually give in those situations.
That’s why I was so intrigued by the generosity of the woman in the story. The
widow gave all she had. Listen to Jesus’ observation as interpreted in the
message.
The truth is that this poor widow gave more to the collection than all
the others put together. All the others gave what they’ll never miss;
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she gave extravagantly, what she couldn’t afford – she gave her all.
Mk 12:43-44
We continued to consider the widow’s mindset as she practiced her extravagant
generosity. I stated that there were 4 main reasons for the widow to be as generous
as she was.
She knew God. She knew God had created the universe. She knew God loved her.
She loved God. She learned from an early age in her life to love God completely, to
love God with all her heart.
She was grateful to God. God had given her life. She was born a Jew. God had
given her a husband; he had given her good health, perhaps children.
She had confidence in God. God had provided for her in the past, even as a widow.
She trusted he would continue to provide.
Then I encouraged everyone in the room to become regular, consistent, intentional
givers, giving every time we come to worship or giving weekly, or giving monthly,
or giving online or text giving. Have you considered giving on line? Have you
decided to be a regular, consistent, intentional giver?
If you decided to become a regular, consistent, intentional giver last week,
congratulations! If that was a next step in your journey along the giving path, we
are delighted that you have chosen to do so.
Many of you are already consistent intentional givers and you have been for some
time. Thank you for that. I appreciate your devotion to our church. I wonder if God
is leading you to take the next step in your spiritual journey along the giving path.
Is it time for you to be a growing giver, a percentage giver, deciding to devote a
portion of your income to the work of the Lord?
So I would like us to consider our scripture lesson for today. It’s from Malachi 3:612. I’m guessing that when you heard me read it, a few statements jumped out at
you. Malachi the prophet, speaking words inspired by the Spirit of God, in other
words, speaking the words of God, says to the people of God;
“Return to me and I will return to you.”
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“Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me.”
“But you ask – How do we rob you?”
“In tithes and offerings.”
“You are under a curse – the whole nation of you.”
“Bring the whole tithe into the store house that there may be food in my
house.”
“Test me in this and see if I do not throw open the flood gates of heaven and
pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.”
So let me first give you a tiny bit of Old Testament history.
What is the last book of the Bible?

Revelation

What is the last book of the Old Testament?

Malachi

Who was the last prophet of the Old Testament era?

Malachi

In Malachi’s day the last of the Jewish exiles had been returned to Jerusalem. In
445 B.C. Nehemiah was permitted to return to Jerusalem to rebuild the walls of the
city. He led reforms to help the poor and he convinced people to avoid mixed
marriages, keep the Sabbath and bring their tithes and offerings faithfully to the
Temple.
Eight years later Nehemiah returned to Jerusalem only to discover that the Jews
had fallen into sin once again. The tithes were ignored, the Sabbath was broken,
the people had intermarried with foreigners and the priests had become corrupt.
These same sins are condemned by Malachi.
1. The Sabbath was broken. God commanded observance of the Sabbath to remind
us regularly about who God is, to worship God and to reset our faith every week.
God created the earth in 6 days and did what on the 7th? He rested! Sunday is our
Sabbath, supposedly. We rest and worship every Sunday, right? No? Why do we
miss? Hurry up pastor, the Steelers are playing today and I have to get ready. Our
kids have activities and sports and parties. We’ve got places to go, stuff to do. And
one of our main complaints is that we’re too busy, right? There’s too much stuff
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going on. We’re exhausted. We need a break. We need a rest and reset. How about
Sunday? Great idea! Yea, it’s God’s idea actually.
2. The people had intermarried with foreigners. God didn’t want them to marry
foreigners because foreigners were pagans. Pagans worshipped many and false
gods. Intermarrying would make faith a major issue or a total non-issue because
faith might be ignored completely.
When I was growing up I thought intermarrying or mixed marriages were when
protestants married Catholics. But here’s where this intermarriage or mixed
marriage hits home. It’s when one person who is deeply committed to Jesus Christ
and seeks to love Jesus with all his or her heart marries someone who is
superficially religious or doesn’t care about Jesus very much or at all. In those
circumstances they may argue about Jesus and faith in God and attending
worship…for a while. But my fear is that the strong believer stops arguing and
stops attending worship in the interest of maintaining peace at home. God fears a
compromised faith. It leads to God not being the number one love and impacts the
family.
3. Corrupt priests. It is always a temptation for anyone who senses a call to serve
God to misuse their power and authority for personal gain. It has been since the
days of the earliest clergy. Remember Eli’s sons Hophui and Phinneas? They were
corrupt. It’s still an issue today across all denominations although the Catholics are
getting most of the publicity lately. Even pastors and priests are tempted to sin and
must resist!
So let’s consider a possible scenario. What would you do if you didn’t like or
didn’t trust your pastor or priest, if you were in a marriage in which your spouse
had little or no regard for God, for faith and the need to worship, and attend
church, and you were so busy with your life caring for your family, your home,
your career and taking your kids to hockey practice or baseball practice or dance
classes or gym classes or every and any activity available to your children? What
would do? You might stop coming and you might stop giving right? You might
attend less or not at all and you might stop giving to the church, right? Please don’t
do that, but it could and does happen.
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The people to whom Malachi spoke felt like God had forsaken them, that God had
forgotten them. They kind of got mad at him, because they had corrupt priests and
bad marriages or at least stressful ones so they stopped coming and stopped giving.
They became unfaithful.
So God speaks to their unfaithfulness through the prophet Malachi.
Malachi 3:6: I the Lord do not change….Just in case you think I’m different now
and don’t care about you anymore, you’re wrong. I’m still God. I still am as I was.
I still love you. My mentor Harold Greenway used to say, if you feel distant from
God, God didn’t move away. You did!
Malachi 3:7 – “Return to me and I will return to you.” I love that. God longs to
maintain that relationship with us. God always provides an opportunity for us to be
restored. It’s up to us to act.
4. Tithes were ignored. The people withheld their tithes and offerings even though
they were commanded to give. You know it’s easier if you start young, if your
parents raise you to do so. Still, it can be a struggle.
My Good friend Jeff Greenway, pastor of Reynoldsburg UMC told me about his
son Joseph’s first experience with tithing. Joe had a paper route and he had just
received his first pay. His dad told him he needed to tithe to the church. The
conversation went like this.
“Joe, now that you are earning money, you need to give a tithe, a 10th,
to the Lord.”
“But dad it’s my money!”
“But Joe it’s all God’s money. It all comes from God.”
“Bud dad, the check was made out to me!”
“But Joe, God gives it to us trusting and hoping that we’ll return a
tenth, a tithe to him as an act of gratitude and faith.”
“But Dad, I delivered the papers!”
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“But Joe, God created you and give you the ability to deliver papers,
to earn money, etc.”
Finally they stopped arguing, and Joe walked away with a “well alright!” The next
Sunday Jeff told me he watched from the platform as the offering basket
approached his son. Joe stared at his offering envelope that he held with both
hands. He gazed at it as if he was saying goodbye to a dear friend. Once the plate
arrived he held the plate with one hand, his envelope with the other. He gazed at
one, then the other. He did it again. Then he dropped the envelope in with force,
then he grabbed it back out, stared again and dropped it in again. Then he watched
with sad eyes as the plate moved down the row and out of sight. “The Lord loves a
cheerful giver.” Joe was not a cheerful giver that day. Are you a cheerful giver?
You can be if you like.
Last week I encouraged those of you who don’t give or don’t give consistently to
become regular and consistent and intentional givers. If you don’t know how
much to give, start with $5.00 every week or $25.00 per month. Give in the
offering, give on line, and give through texting. Some of you accepted that
challenge and took that bold step.
Today I want to speak to those of you who give regularly, intentionally. I’d like to
you to take the next step so that you will become a growing giver. The best way to
do that is to decide to give a portion of your income. Here’s how:
Suppose you make $50,000/year and you give $5.00 per week. That’s about ½ a
percent of your income. So what if you decided that you were going to take a step
of faith to give 2% of your income? At $50,000 that would be $20.00 per week.
You would be growing in your giving. You would be giving a portion of your
income. You’d be giving proportionally. Would it Hurt? Not if you don’t want it
to hurt.
Listen, God doesn’t need your money. God doesn’t need you to be generous. He
owns everything. Scripture says “he owns the cattle on a thousand hills.”
The church kind of needs you to be generous so we can serve Jesus in our
community and in the world, so we can be the church Jesus wants us to be, so we
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can care for our temple or your temple or church where you attend. But you need
to be generous for your own sake.
Robert Schnaze says that God uses our practice of giving to reconfigure our
interior life. Think about that a moment. By giving we craft a different inner desire
as the driving element of life. Our motivations change.
Giving moderates the powerful and sometimes destructively insatiable drive for
acquisition. In the daily interior struggle fostered by a consumerist, materialistic
society that pressures us to pursue many things that do not lead to real happiness,
the practice of giving aims us at what ultimately satisfies. Giving sanctifies and
deepens the struggle, and constantly resets the internal compass in the right
direction. Generosity becomes a tool God uses to draw us closer to God and to
align us more closely with God’s desire for us.
We as individuals are the ones who benefit where we give. Our internal compass
is constantly reset in the right direction when we give.
You have listened to me speak about generosity for 20 minutes. During the rest of
this week you will be peppered with messages that tempt you to buy stuff you
don’t need or want, at least until you see it: new cars, new clothes, new furniture,
new cell phones. You’ll face a never ending barrage of ads as you watch television
or use your computers and cell phones. Being generous helps us to place our
desires in perspective. And one more thing? When we are generous we take on
the character of God. We are never more like God than when we give. For God so
loved the world that he gave…!
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