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Let us pray:
Almighty and gracious God, we are overwhelmed by your glory and your presence and
grace that overflows so freely in our lives. Coming today gives us an opportunity to
thank you for your love and overflow in our lives. I sit here and reflect on the week of
the past and know that you had a hand in it, and I pray that I might once again feel that
presence and movement in my life in the week to come. Move me to a reflection of your
love in our lives and help me to live as though Christ is in me. Help us to grow, help us
to be gracious in receiving and abundant in our giving. We lift this prayer to you, in
Jesus name. Amen.

What a joy it is to be in worship with you this morning as we come into the presence of
the one who has given us so much. We are in our second week in our generosity series
here at Ingomar Church and we are excited by the way in which we are able to share
together in study and devotion but also in hearing God’s word that moves us to a new
way of understanding the Lord’s work in our lives and in the life of our church.
Last week, we talked about trust and building that capacity to place our trust not in the
things of this world or on our things in life, but in the very Word of God that has the
capacity to hold us in both good and difficult times. Trusting in God can sometimes be
acted out in the ways that we respond to his generosity in our giving. Our next step for
some was to begin to trust in God in our capacity to give and give for the first time.
Intentionally giving allows us to gradually grow in our understanding of how God
supplies us with all things. We heard a message that generous people respond to the
love of God in our giving. Giving is an act of faith and trust.
Today, we invite you to move further along the pathway in your prayer life and consider
what it might be like to give a percentage of your income moving toward a tithe, or 10%
of your income to the work and ministry of God.
Messages about generosity are not easy to hear and especially ones that talk about
giving so much. But I need you to stay with me, here. I need you with me through this
entire message because I think it’s important to hear. I believe that God has something
to communicate to us and it might possible shape our lives.
Let me say it plainly - God expects us to give 10% of our income as a response in
faith. I can imagine that some of you might think to yourself, you lost me. There is no
way that I am giving that much, you are asking way too much.
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And so now that I’ve planted the flag in the ground, let’s take a few steps back - actually
10 steps back - and start to move us forward.
One of my favorite leadership statements that was shared by author Steven Covey is,
“you have to begin with the end in mind.”
“To begin with the end in mind means to begin each day, task or priority with a clear
vision of your desired direction and then continue to flex your proactive muscles to
make things happen.” (franklincovey.com)
Giving 10% might seem insurmountable. But if 10% is a goal that we can keep in mind,
you can work from the beginning to flex your heart, strengthen your heart muscles with
a clear sense of vision and desired direction to make it happen. It’s not going to happen
overnight, although for some, it may be possible. To give 10% of your income, or a tithe
is an expectation and a target to reach toward.
Some things seem insurmountable when they are so lofty and out of reach that we don’t
even begin to think about the steps necessary to get there. To solve the world’s water
crisis seems like something that no one can do - but what if we took steps to solve the
crisis - one bucket, one well, one family event at a time. Slowly - the thought that - yes,
we can solve the worlds water crisis doesn’t seem so crazy at all. Just a few weeks
ago, our Waterworks event was about that crisis and a way for our families to have fun
talking about water together.
What if eliminating malaria from the face of the earth without destroying creation while
we do it was a goal that we could set. Maybe rapid malaria tests, research toward a
vaccination, prevention and elimination of standing water - one step at a time, we could
reduce deaths from malaria and other diseases.
Begin with the end in mind. “We want to send a man to the moon.” Some of you
remember when that statement was made how that seemed impossible. Until you have
a clear vision of your desired direction and continue to flex your proactive muscles to
make it happen, you don’t take the first step.
To begin with end in mind is to read the text from Malachi with hopeful expectation.
Malachi puts the spiritual flag in the ground and reminds us that this is what is expected
of us. “Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house.”
Flag planted - that’s what we are shooting for.
If you are sitting there wondering where you can find that elusive prophet, you can turn
to the New Testament and look for the very first book, the Gospel of Matthew - turn
back just one book into the last chapter of the Old Testament and you will find Malachi.
Malachi was this prophet that was a messenger to the people and likely the last prophet
of Israel after the people had been brought back from exile. Jews were returning to
their spiritual homeland and re-establishing themselves and their lives and their
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community. They were rebuilding the temple, and the walls of Jerusalem were being
built. Practices of Jewish life were being reestablished and the prophets were
continuing to remind them of their commitment and their walk with God.
The people of Israel were being encouraged to care for the needs of the poor, to marry
among the people and within their heritage to reestablish covenant, to keep the Sabbath
and to tithe. All of these practices were a reminder of the covenant relationship that
they had with God.
Giving a tithe, bringing the tithe into the storehouse was a practice that was well
established in the lives of the people. In the book of Nehemiah - the governor and
cupbearer to the King set out to remind the people of their call and responsibility to bring
to the house of the Lord, the first fruits of the crops, the firstborn of the cattle and the
first of the grain offerings. It was God’s expectation and the tithe denoted a life of
sacrifice. It was often taken for granted because it was just something that they did.
But slowly - even in spite of their recent restoration and return from exile - the people
began to doubt God’s covenant love for them and they began to lose hope believing
that God would not bring about a full restoration. Brokenness began to slowly creep
back into the lives of the Israelites. Corruption began to slowly take hold of individual’s
lives.
And that’s where the messenger delivers this to the people. Return to me! Return to
me, return to the practices that add life and offer you abundance. Return to me and I
will be like a refining fire in your life to eliminate the impurities and unwanted elements
that have caused you to stray. Return to me and see if I will not pour out my blessing
into your life.
Deuteronomy 28 says, “If you fully obey the Lord your God and carefully follow all his
commandments I give to you today, the Lord God will set you high above all the nations
on earth. All these blessings will come to you and accompany you if you obey the Lord
your God.
- You will be blessed in your city and your country.
- You will be bless in your family and in your livestock.
- You will be blessed in the baskets and the bread that is poured out.
- You will be blessed when you come in and when you go out - in other words
you will be blessed as you live.
I believe that is our Word for today. Return to God in all of our practices and God will
offer you a blessing. Life becomes different when we obey the word of the Lord, when
we follow his advice and his guidance in our lives. Life becomes different when we
allow God to shape us in a way that life suddenly becomes not about us and our stuff
but how we can follow him.
So let me remind you of the flag that we have off in the distance. The Flag reminds us
of 10%. The flag is that call for us to return to the Lord. The flag, the expectation is that
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call of Malachi for us to “Bring the full tithe into the storehouse that there may be food in
my house. Test me in this says the Lord, and see if I will not throw open the floodgates
of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there is not enough room to store it.”
Giving is God’s expectation for us. In fact. Giving is God’s perpetual expectation for
us. It hasn’t changed. From the very beginning of God’s relationship with us, it is
something that God continues to place in our lives as a reminder of just how much we
have been given.
I love that phrase - God’s perpetual expectation. In fact I’ve been using the word
“expectation” a lot lately and thinking about what that means. Sometimes I think that we
feel like it’s a heavy handed word and it suggests burden and weight that we don’t want
to carry. And so when I say that God’s perpetual expectation for us is to give, we want
to shy away from it because we feel like it’s something that we can’t accomplish.
But I would suggest that it is something we can accomplish and it is something that we
can look forward to.
2 Corinthians reminds us “we should give what we have decided in our hearts to give,
not reluctantly or under compulsion for God loves a cheerful giver.”
And yet I imagine that some of you are saying that perpetual expectation sounds a lot
like compulsion or obligation.
It is my contention that there is a difference between expectation and obligation. I can
be expected to attend 100% of the meetings of a board of directors, but obligated to
attend 75% of them. If I don’t attend 3 out of 4, I risk my seat on a board, but I really
expect to go to them all. Obligation sounds more like a mandate to me and expectation
sounds like something to achieve or something anticipated.
Our daughter is in marching band and there is a clear expectation that she is at every
event. Every practice, every parade, every game. They make it very clear - in fact they make it so clear that they will say the only reason to miss is for a “once in a lifetime experience.” They believe very simply that people can and will rise to the level of
expectation.
I once asked members of our staff, “Is there a difference in your mind between
expectation and obligation.” And without hesitation, everyone that I asked said yes.
And so I pressed, “How so?”
Expectation is about a stated view, it’s what I have set in myself. I set expectations, but
obligations sounds weightier, it’s heavy handed on the person. Obligation is a burden.
There is something better about an expectation.”
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And I need to give credit to Matt Moudry for this one - he said, “expectation reminds me
of a pregnancy. Pregnancy is a time of anticipation and looking forward to a new
arrival. Expectancy has the feeling of hopeful joy, and longing for that moment.”
So my question for all of us today is, what if we turned God’s perpetual expectation
into Giving as hopeful expectation. What if all of us could without burden or guilt,
look at where we are today and allow God to shape our hearts of giving into something
different. What if our generosity was so shaped in a way that we can see that flag off in
the distance as something we can move toward - with joy, with anticipation, with
feelings of hope and longing - and with trust?
Giving in hopeful expectation starts to remove the things that do not add value to our
lives. We start to reprioritize what is good and what makes our lives better. We begin
to set priorities and set goals. When we give out of hopeful expectation looking to that
end in mind that we want to someday give 10%, we begin to save more and plan more
for our future. When hopeful expectation drives our giving we find joy in the things that
we do, rather than being burdened by the decisions that we make. When generosity
becomes a part of who we are our lives are different. The giving that we pour out in
longing and hope is turned into a blessing.
Matt and Keri were faithful United Methodists. Like many of us they were active in their
youth groups growing up, they attended Sunday school. Yes, they will admit that they
were less active in their college and post college days, but after they met - they settled
into a regular routine tighter settling into their community and church once again.
Matt and Keri are a reflection of you and me. They live a familiar suburban lifestyle with
a mortgage, two cars, and preschool payments for the kids.
They started to settle into their new community of faith, attending Sunday school,
enrolling their children in preschool - they really loved their church.
As they were becoming more involved, they were asked once to reflect on their giving
and to share a little about their generosity. As they began to look at what they give,
they realized that they were giving less than 2% of their income to the church. Just that
simple realization allowed them to begin to explore what it meant to tithe.
Even though they studied and prayed about it, giving 10% simply seemed too much to
expect. Mortgage, car payments, college savings, retirement plans all made it seem
impossible. They barely had enough left over at the end of the month - there was no
way they could give 10%.
But then they began to think about just how much they’ve been blessed and they
decided to increase their giving by half - pushing them to 3% of their income.
The next year, Matt and Keri accepted the challenge to increase their giving again.
Giving 4% involved rethinking their spending habits. They began to think about how
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often they bought fast food, about the frequency that they bought cars, the kinds of
entertainment that they sought out as a family. They made subtle changes to their lives.
It took some time, but Matt and Keri eventually reached their goal. As much as they
read and studied, prayed and talked about their commitments - nothing prepared them
for that moment that they wrote that first check. Keri said that it was a “gut check
moment” in their faith journey. In spite of that gut check, it was an incredible sense of
accomplishment.
Moving toward that tithe allowed them to give in hopeful expectation. Practicing the
tithe allowed them to see their money as if every dollar had a mission to fulfill. As
generous givers, their job was to see that they were being faithful followers of Christ.
How they spent, how they saved, and how they gave reflected a sense of mission and
purpose in their relationship with Christ.
Tithing had broken their sense of panic, worry, desperation and fear that had driven
their decision in the past. Giving relieved their feeling of being trapped and paralyzed
and hopeless about their finances. They even worried less. (Story of Matt and Keri Five Practices, pp103-106).
I share that story because I think it speaks to all of us. How many of you could have
placed yourself in the midst of that story and thought - there is no way. But giving
proportionally toward a tithe doesn’t have to happen overnight. For many of us it will
take time - but that’s the goal that we have in mind - giving as hopeful expectation.
So, I hope that you’ve stayed with me this morning, because we want to expand upon
the next steps that we talked about last week. For some of you, giving for the very first
time will be a step that you will want to take, giving out of a sense of trust with
intentionality. And for many of you, we are inviting you to take the next step along the
giving path toward giving a percentage of your income. Giving proportionally more and
more until you reach the step of tithing. And finally, continue to pray “Lord, where would
you want me to be in my giving.”
As we leave here today - remember that flag that I planted early in the message today?
That flag is already here - it’s the cross. The cross is a visible reminder of just how
much God loves you and how much he wants to be in relationship with you. The cross
is God’s perpetual expectation that because he sent his son to die on that cross - you
and I will constantly have our eyes fixed on him. God had you and me in mind when he
designed that plan - he knows where we are and he knows where we need to be. The
cross is our reminder of where we are headed as we live joyfully, expectantly, longingly
walking closer to him.
Let us pray:
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