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Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty - Good
Morning Church!
We are very close to the finish line in our series on Generosity today. We have been sharing a
series of messages and studying together how God pours into our lives and how it is that we
respond to that generous love through our outpouring of generosity.
In our first week, we talked about trust. For some of us, giving for the first time is an act of trust
in the one who promises to uphold us in our lives and our giving. Giving is building that capacity
to place our trust not in the things of this world or on our things in life, but in the very Word of
God that has the capacity to hold us in both good and difficult times. Trusting in God can
sometimes be acted out in the ways that we respond to his generosity in our giving. Our next
step for some was to begin to trust in God in our capacity to give and give for the first time.
Intentionally giving allows us to gradually grow in our understanding of how God supplies us
with all things.
Building upon that trust as a spiritual discipline, we talked about giving proportionally and as a
percentage of our income toward a tithe. Building capacity in our lives of generosity is a
wonderful image that suggests that giving 10% may not be something that you can do right now,
but that it is a perpetual expectation of God. You may remember the suggestion that the word
expectation suggests the feeling of hopeful joy and longing for that moment that is in the future.
It is something toward which we can work knowing that in the end, God will pour out a blessing
in our lives.
Giving in hopeful expectation starts to remove the things that do not add value to our lives. We
start to reprioritize what is good and what makes our lives better. We begin to set priorities and
set goals. When we give out of hopeful expectation looking to that end in mind that we want to
someday give 10%, we begin to save more and plan more for our future. When hopeful
expectation drives our giving we find joy in the things that we do, rather than being burdened by
the decisions that we make. When generosity becomes a part of who we are, our lives are
different. The giving that we pour out in longing and hope is turned into a blessing.
Building upon that capacity to give more and more allows us to experience the joy of giving
along the journey. Last week I shared with you my own journey with money and just how
important it is for us to think about generosity from how God calls us to have good stewardship
over everything that we have. It can be very easy for us to be distracted by the things of this
world and the things that buffet us further and further away from Christ. But if we are going to
invite Christ into the most intimate parts of our lives, we also need to invite Christ into the
intimacy of our finances.
Last week some of you know that I ran another half marathon over in Cabot. That was the first
time that I had run that event and as I was running, i was thinking about another race that I had
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run just the year before. In fact, Facebook reminded me earlier this week of my run with Bekah
just the year before in Columbus.
The Columbus Nationwide Children’s Hospital is a spectacular event. Every mile is dedicated to
a Child Champion from the Children’s Hospital in Columbus. Each mile of the race is
represented by a patient at Nationwide Children's, one is dedicated as an Angel Mile for the
special children who have been taken too soon, and one is an "encore mile" for the Patient
Champions from past years. These patients and their families will be along every mile of the
course to cheer on participants and serve as a visual reminder of how the marathon is helping ill
and injured children.
It is hard enough running that race with perseverance, but it catches you right in your heart as
you run by a child all bundled up on a cold Sunday morning, surrounded by family and friends
cheering you on as you push further and further along in the race.
As the course winds through the neighborhoods of Columbus, between miles eight and nine,
you run past the Columbus Nationwide Children’s Hospital. As you approach the Hospital on
your right there is a banner stretching across the road that reads “You are entering Children’s
Hospital Corner.” And off to your right is a sprawling building - and you can see children peering
out their windows cheering you on.
Now, my girls will often tell me - or should I say - point out the fact in a rather pointed way - I am
a bit of an emotional person from time to time. Call it being a sap, or wearing my emotions on
my sleeve, I am often overcome by simple moments of reflection.
I had a moment right then - because as I was running, I had one of those moments that I
realized that I was running with my daughter who nearly 24 months prior to that race underwent
a 6 hour surgery to remove her thyroid and subsequent treatment for thyroid cancer. I couldn’t
help but to think about how far she had some.
And I couldn’t help but to give God thanks, not only for those children peering out those
windows, but for my family.
I am humbled and blessed by those moments and I say quiet prayers of thanksgiving for the
blessings of life and for the gift of God’s amazing grace in my life.
Scripture can be overly complex for so many of us, but I don’t think it always has to be. It is
approachable and accessible and it is a simple message about how much God loves us and
provides for us. It is a story of calling and sending, falling and being lifted up, it is about the
challenges of walking away from God and a relentless story of God chasing us down to bring us
back home. It is a love story that reminds us that even inspires us. God loves us and wants to
be in relationship with us.
But more than that - I think that the entirety of scripture is a story of just how much God provides
for us both in our spiritual and physical needs. God provides for us so that we are given
everything that we need to live and the outpouring of God’s provision is a part of the Lord’s work
in our lives.
Our passage today reminds us of that provision. God is able to bless you abundantly. God
blesses us so that in All things, at All times, you will have ALL that you need.
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That is a powerful statement - God will provide you abundantly so that you will have all that you
need.
I love the image of sowing and reaping in our passage this morning. I’m not a farmer, but I have
seen images and witnessed firsthand the beauty of the harvest.
In Zimbabwe at end of summer, families will work long hours to bring in their corn harvest. I
have often witnessed it personally in the homes where we have stayed. In the back of our
host’s home, I have seen the bushels of corn that have been shucked by hand, the corn laid out
to dry. When it is dry, it is then bagged and stacked; ready to be taken to a mill for grinding.
Mama Angie is always excited by her harvest.
I was amazed and curious about just how much was planted to yield such a harvest and she
told me that she plants about 20 kg (in her words) of corn per hectare. In the end of the harvest
she typically yields about 4 to 8 tons per hectare, which is largely dependent upon the growing
season.
Imagine that - sowing only 20 kg’s of corn and yielding nearly 8 tons of corn in harvest. Let me
try to put that into American English. She plants about 44 pounds of corn, and harvests
upwards of 16,000 pounds of corn. If my math is correct - that’s about 363 times more corn at
harvest!
What is even more wonderful than the yield, is the pleasure and pride that she has at the
outpouring of blessing. It’s not about the yield for Mama Angie, but about just how blessed she
is in her harvest.
Having a grateful heart that is full of that abundance wells up with emotion. I don’t think that I
am the only one. I am sure that you have many occasions that you too well up with an
emotional response for just how blessed you are. Looking at your surroundings and your
environment is an opportunity daily to recognize that provision and abundance.
But more than that - our thanksgiving is also poured out in the emotion of knowing just how
much we are loved by Jesus. The gift of God is the gift of his son Jesus - who was freely
given to us for us to have life and to live it abundantly. God is the first giver and through the gift
of his son, we are blessed.
Our only response as children of God and recipients of that blessing is to live a life of
generosity. We don’t live a life of generosity because we have to, we are generous because of
God’s unfailing love for us. Generosity is a response of faith. The apostle Paul reminds us that
we have been enriched, we have been blessed in every way so that we can be generous.
“The practice of Extravagant Generosity stretches us to offer our utmost and highest to God
rather than to give in a manner that is haphazard, unplanned, reactive, minimalist, mediocre, or
mechanical. Extravagant does not correspond with giving that is merely dutiful, required,
burdensome, mandated, or simply doing one’s part. Extravagant denotes a style and an
attitude of giving that is unexpectedly joyous, without predetermined limits. It is from the heart.”
(Practicing Extravagant Generosity, p. 65, Schnaze)
Proverbs 11:25 says, “A generous person will prosper, whoever refreshes others will be
refreshed.”
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And in many ways, extravagant generosity is our way of Partnering with God in ministry. It is a
way the scripture says, to supply the needs of the Lord’s people. Our generosity is an
overflowing in many ways as an expression of thanks to God.
When I think of partnership, I think about coming along side. Co-equals. In a partnership that is
ministry here at Ingomar church, I can’t help but think about the needs that are met right here in
the church. Giving allows us to buy into the vision of the church and shows our desire to please
God by making a positive difference in our community and in the lives of those we serve.
When we baptize children in our church - it is an outward and visible sign of an inward and
spiritual grace but more than this, we are moving into partnership with God to shape this life.
When we pour into another’s life, we are providing an opportunity for that person, that child, that
life, to achieve God’s purpose and plan in their life. When we partner with God, others see
God’s plan for their life. From birth, to ultimately a celebration of one’s life in services of
Death and Resurrection - we participate in the ministry of the church in partnership with God.
When I pray the morning prayer in worship, I give thanks to God for the church, the church that
was Jesus’ idea. I thank God for Ingomar Church, for our church, for the blessing it has been in
the past, for the blessing it currently is to so many, and for the blessing it will be in the future. I
pray that way trusting, hoping and believing that the best days of Ingomar Church are in our
future.
Pastor David and I believe that the best of what God is doing at Ingomar Church is still ahead
for us. We as a church will continue to make life better for ourselves and for others.
We will continue to connect with one another from the moment they come through our doors or
however we first meet them.

We will continue to promote, build and strengthen our small groups. We will continue to
encourage everyone to be part of a small group where they can build relationships with others,
study God’s Word and deepen their relationship with Jesus.
We will continue to promote and support efforts that meet the needs of others. Our hope is that
Ingomar Living Waters will exceed one million dollars raised to provide clean, safe drinking
water for the world. So far, Ingomar Living Waters has dispensed $840,000. We have provided
101 wells in 21 countries around the world.
We will continue to promote and support our preschool, the Ingomar Child Enrichment Center.
We have one of the largest preschoosl in Western Pennsylvania and it continues to grow. It is
intentionally and unapologetically Christian. That means that while our children and
grandchildren learn about shapes, colors, numbers, letters, and how to play nice and get along
with others; they also hear about the God who created them and loves them and watches over
them.
We will continue to provide and support the teaching and guidance we provide to children of all
ages including preschool, elementary school, middle school and high school. We will continue to
build their faith to prepare them for their future.
In our generosity - we worship God and thank him for that gift of his unfailing love in Jesus - In
giving, we confess in obedience that Jesus is our life and hope. We give so that others might
come to faith, grow in faith, and serve in faith all to the glory of God.
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Throughout October, we have been inviting you throughout this journey to pray a very simple
prayer, “God, where would you want me to be in my giving.” It was an invitation for God to do
some work on our hearts and to remind us just how much he loves us.
Giving is an act of trust. Through our intentional giving, we are recognizing that our stuff is not
as important as our relationship with God. We give in hopeful expectation and move closer and
closer to God’s perpetual expectation. In giving, we joyfully and abundantly pour out. And
when we give, we partner with God in the work of the ministry of the church so that others
might know just how much they are loved.
Let us pray: Graciously and abundantly, you have poured out into our lives. We can’t help but
become just a bit overwhelmed by the blessings in our lives and we want to partner with you in
ministry here at Ingomar Church. Bless us and all of our giving, In Jesus Name.
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