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Let us pray: 
 
“Praise to you, Lord, the God of our father Israel, from everlasting to everlasting.   
Yours, Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty and the 
splendor, for everything in heaven and earth is yours.  Yours, Lord, is the kingdom; you 
are exalted as head over all.  Wealth and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all 
things.  In your hands are strength and power to exalt and give strength to all.  Now, our 
God, we give you thanks and praise your glorious name.  Amen.” (1 Chron 29:10-13) 
 
If you have been with us over the past 6 weeks, you know that we have been in the 
midst of our sermon series entitled “Grounded In Prayer” where we have been taking a 
deeper look at the Lord’s prayer and its foundation for us as Christians.  Each week, we 
have taken a look at one of the phrases and digested them, if you will to see how that 
prayer moves us further into relationship with God and Jesus Christ. 
 
So you’ve been hearing along the way that when the disciples asked Jesus how to pray, 
he gave them a pattern of prayer.  It is not the only prayer by any means, but it is a 
pattern of prayer - a way of drawing us closer to God through our conversational life 
with him. 
 
We started off by talking about that pattern and establishing that relationship with the 
God who created.  Our heavenly father in heaven - we say that God, you are so great 
that your name alone is hallowed.  We move into an acknowledgement of the prayer 
asking for God’s kingdom to be manifest not only here and now but into the future.  
Let your future reality be made known today, we might ask.  We ask God to transform 
us, not just knowing what that is but having the courage to live that out in our lives. 
 
We then move into the next phrase, give us this day, acknowledging all that God has 
given and asking for even more.  We are asking God to give us what we need today.  
That spiritual banquet that we request is by some standards a radical request - because 
we are in many ways asking for a foretaste of a heavenly banquet - right here, right 
now.  When we pray this prayer - we are saying to God - I still need you. 
 
Last week, Pastor David talked about the hard work of Forgiveness. The prayer 
acknowledges that we need help and that we need to be about that hard work of 
Forgiveness every day.  We need to be forgiven, and we need to forgive.  Lets admit it 
- forgiveness is hard, receiving forgiveness can be hard.  Praying for that help is not 



 

 2 

somehow making us soft - but it buoys us up and reminds us just how important it is to 
forgive.  And then pastor David concluded by helping us understand how the prayer 
invites God into our lives as we struggle and asks God to help us steer away from 
temptation.  
 
And so it is that we’ve come to the end of the prayer.  For thine is the Kingdom,and the 
power, and the glory for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
This past week, our family had the opportunity to once again go to the Crawford County 
Fair.  It is an annual event for us - at least we like to try to make it an annual event.  
We’ve been going pretty regularly since we were a part of that larger community when 
we were in our fist churches.  What started out as a way for us to connect with some 
youth and others in our community who participated in showing their livestock, has 
turned into good family time away. 
 
In addition to fair food, one of my favorite parts of the Crawford County Fair is looking 
around the horse stables.  Crawford County Fair from what we have always been told is 
well known for their horses.  I even heard once that Crawford County Fair has the 
largest draw of horses throughout the commonwealth.   
 
I love looking at the horses.  I can’t tell you all that much about them, I really am a 
novice when it comes to animal husbandry - but I sure do love horses.  I really do think 
they are a beautifully stunning animal.  Such strength and beauty - there’s something 
majestic about them. 
 
My favorite of all the horses, however, has to be the draft horses.  Percheron, American 
Cream, Shires, Clydesdales, and Belgians are all on display.  Everything that I love 
about a horse and more is on full display.  Sheer might and strength and power are in a 
draft horse. 
 
Can I give you some useless knowledge?  Some of you know that horses are measured 
in hands.  A hand is an ancient measurement that is basically the breath of your palm 
including your thumb - but today it is standardized by four inches.  A horse is measured 
from the ground to the withers (the bone at the top of their shoulder).  I’m told that you 
measure to the withers because that’s the part of the horse that won’t really change.  
The head obviously goes up and down - not a good measurement, and the back can 
bow or straighten depending upon pressure - but the withers is a good standard. 
 
To give you some perspective of size - an appaloosa - one of the most popular horse 
breeds used for recreation, show, and events like fox hunting and riding - is 
approximately 14-16 hands.  But draft horses are on average 16-19 hands tall.  That’s 
how big some of the draft horses are - as much as a foot taller. 
 
Many years ago, when my mother was much more able bodied, we took my parents to 
the fair with us.  The girls were much younger and I remember having the girls in a 
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double stroller at the time.  We were making our way though the barns like usual looking 
at all the horses when we finally made our way to the draft horse barn.   
 
When we entered the barn, I was explaining the differences that I saw in the horses to 
my mother, when I said “Look at how beautiful this horse is mom!  Isn’t it huge?” 
 
My mother looked at the horse and said, “I don’t know what you mean - that horse 
doesn’t look any different than the others.”  I then replied, “come on mom - look at her, 
she’s just amazing.”  My mother simply shook her head in disbelief. 
 
The owner of the horse who was attending to some of his chores overhead our 
conversation and came over and said to my mother, “She’s standing in a hole ma’am.”  
My mother didn’t understand what he meant and gave him one of her looks.  The owner 
sort of smiled and he said, “She doesn’t look that big to you because she’s standing in a 
hole.”  My mother again shook her head and still wasn’t getting the message. 
 
So the owner of the gentle giant, said, “Let me show you.”  And with that he opened up 
the stable door and led his girl out of her stall.  As she stepped out of the dug out floor in 
her stall and stepped out into the barn, my mother nearly fell backwards as her eyes 
gapped wider than I had seen them, and exclaimed “OH My God!” 
 
My mother literally proclaimed in that exclamation just how great and powerful this 
horse was that was standing right before her. 
 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever.  In the same way, when 
we pray - we are stepping back in our prayer and proclaiming just how great and 
powerful God is. 
 
These final words of the Lord’s prayer are not currently found in scripture.  I say that 
they are not currently found in scripture because scholars believe that in some early 
manuscripts of the Gospels they were found as part of early teachings of the apostles.   
 
And while it is not found in scripture - it is not unusual from a pattern of prayer to 
actually conclude the prayer with a proclamation of who God is and as an expression of 
praise not only for the Jews at the time, but also for the early Christians who are said to 
have added these words. 
 
When we pray the Lord’s prayer and conclude in this way - we are saving that we give 
you all the power and know that all glory belongs to you.  It is an affirmation of who God 
is - in many ways bringing us back to the beginning of the prayer, but exalts God for all 
that he is to us. 
 
When we pray those words, we have to step back.  It places us into right relationship 
with the one who has overwhelming significance in our lives, he is an awesome 
presence.  Glory is just that - overwhelming significance and an awesome presence.  
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Throughout scripture, some of those same words are used as a way of expressing just 
how significant God is in our lives. 
 
These concluding words to the prayer are a doxology.  A doxology is a hymn of praise.  
Doxa in the ancient language of Greek mean glory.  And so when we sing a doxology or 
say a doxology - we are saying words or singing words about God’s glory and 
significance in our lives. 
 
When our kids say grace saying, “God is great, God is good” they are saying a doxology 
- they are saying just how great God is. 
 
Earlier, I began my sermon by praying words that could be very similar.  I prayed to 
begin my sermon using words from 1 Chronicles in the 29th chapter.  They are actually 
words of proclamation used by David that become like a song of praise - but more than 
that - they are a doxology. 
 

Praise to you, Lord, the God of our father Israel, from everlasting to everlasting.   
Yours, Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty and 
the splendor, for everything in heaven and earth is yours.  Yours, Lord, is the 
kingdom; you are exalted as head over all.  Wealth and honor come from you; 
you are the ruler of all things.  In your hands are strength and power to exalt and 
give strength to all.  Now, our God, we give you thanks and praise your glorious 
name.  
 

When we pray the Lord’s Prayer and finish with this doxology - we are saying that God 
is so great and so significant - nothing else in this world compares and nothing really 
matters more.  We know its all about God and not about us.  So often we desire to 
make it about us but it’s not.  We want to make it: 
 our political opinions 
 our position 
 our stuff 
 our health 
 our church 
 our program 
 my sermon . . . 
 
But it really isn’t about us at all - it’s about how we can bring honor and glory to the 
source of all things, the one who is, and who was and who is to come.  When we pray - 
we are saying, God - there is nothing greater than you. 
 
In many ways when we pray a doxology - we are further acknowledging that not only do 
we believe in that power, but we have also seen that power.  WE have seen that power 
and Glory in Jesus Christ. 
 
The scripture from Ephesians talks about that power and glory in Christ.  Paul proclaims 
from the outset that God is glorious and powerful - but there’s more.  That same power 
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that raised Christ from the dead is in us.  That is our hope!  Our hope is to receive that 
same power as the body of Christ to be a part of God’s transforming work. 
 
The focus on the prayer from Paul is still on God - but acknowledged in that prayer is an 
inheritance and an assurance of life.  When we receive that hope and that assurance - 
our lives are different, we live differently. 
 
Throughout this series we’ve talked about slowing the prayer down and savoring the 
words.  We’ve talked about slowing the prayer down to let the words sink in and to 
make a difference in our lives. 
 
Today, I want to take a different approach.  We’ve contemplated on the words, we’ve 
allowed the words to sink deeper into our being, we chewed on them and we’ve savored 
them.  Now I want to take it all in, to ingest it - the entirety of the prayer and ask you 
this. 
 
Does it all matter?  Does it all matter that we are in relationship with one who is greater 
than you and I?  Does it matter that we are about the work of reconciliation?  Does it all 
matter that God is giving us great things and that he is above all and in all and through 
all? 
 
I think the answer to that is yes - but I want to take it even further - if it all does matter - 
than are you willing to live your life like it does matter and live your life as a doxology?  
Are you willing to live your life as a literal hymn of praise, as a visible outgrowth of your 
praise to God? 
 
What would it look like for us to live our lives as a doxology?  To consistently think and 
live a positive life; to shift our natural responses away from anger and resentment and 
judgment to a position of honoring those around us with encouragement and praise? 
 
What would it look like for us to life a life of praise to God when we are stuck next to 
someone that we hate or we have to work on a project with someone who does not 
respect us or has done us wrong?  What would it look like to praise God with our 
actions and love that person even though they have made this relationship unlovable? 
 
What would it look like to live our lives as a doxology and start our day with the 
prayer as a reminder of what we believe and what we need from God?  How about 
praying it also just after lunch for that reminder. 
 
Living a life as a doxology is saying that we are living in God’s world and not our own, 
we are partners with him, and we trust him, we need him.  God you are awesome and 
we want others to know that by how we live. 
 
I want to show you a video of what I think living your life as a doxology might 
look like. 
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First the way you play baseball has absolutely nothing to do with how good a person 
you are.  Also you are incredible.  Everyone goes through a slump.  Don’t give up.  We 
are rooting for you. 
 
Those words gave me chills from a 9 year old boy who thought nothing of himself and 
only about how to build someone up. 
 
And what got me even further was that Chris Davis cherished those words and put them 
into his bible as a reminder.  “People don’t realize how much they impact us.” 
 
So - what does it look like for you today?  Do you need some encouragement or do you 
have some encouragement to offer?  Living your life as a doxology proclaims to the 
world that God is our hope, that God is great and our lives are a reflection of that 
greatness in Christ Jesus. 
 
Do you believe it? 


