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Let us pray: 
 
In this advent season, we pray as our ancestors prayed for a king that would be our justice, a 
son that would come to us with your righteousness.  May you judge your people with 
righteousness and your afflicted ones with justice.  May the mountains bring prosperity to the 
people, the hills the fruit of righteousness.  We praise you for your promise, O Lord, that you 
alone can do marvelous things.  in this day, may your whole earth be filled with your glory.  And 
as we come in anticipation, we pray a simple prayer that you would fill us with that hope of your 
coming and the love of your advent among us.  We pray this in the powerful name of Jesus.  
Amen. 
 
 
Several years ago, Tracy and I decided to extend our family vacation to the beach by spending 
a few days with the girls in Washington DC.  We took it as an opportunity to see a part of the 
country that we had not seen with them before and to see some of the national treasures that 
are so close to us, but that we often neglect to see. 
 
Most of our time those few days was in and around the National Mall.  The monuments and the 
memorials were natural sites for us to visit along the way, something that placed us in the midst 
of so much of our history as a nation. 
 
Often on these family excursions, we will ask the girls if there is one thing that they want to see 
and we will try to bring some of those desires together.  Sometimes that is easy, and other times 
it is a matter of compromise. 
 
The air and space museum, the National Archives, and even the Smithsonian Museum of 
American History were intersections of interest.  I couldn’t convince anyone that visiting the 
Supreme Court was a good idea.  But I guess you win some and lose some. 
 
There wasn’t a compromise, however, for us in our decision to go to the United States 
Holocaust Memorial Museum.  It was something that we arranged in advance with tickets, but it 
was also something that we insisted upon as parents. 
 
Unlike some of the other memorials and monuments that document some of the highlights of 
our history as humankind and as a nation, the Memorial Museum captivated something much 
less celebratory, something much more sinister and depraved.  The museum exposed and 
brought to light a very dark portion of our history as human beings. 
 
It wasn’t the first time that I had heard of the atrocities or seen the images, but it was the first 
time that I had been that close to the evidence or the aftermath if you will.  For me it concretized 
some of the images that I remember having from those moments that you learn about in history. 
 
Some of those images that I had from the past came from reading the book, Night, by Elie 
Weisel.  It was one of those books that I had to read in high school, but never regretted reading. 
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Night - recounts the existence for Wiesel and his family during the last years of WWII as the 
Germans forced thousands of people in his hometown in Romania into ghettos before 
eventually deporting them into the concentration camps.  It tells of those moments of families 
being separated and the vile extermination of life. 
 
I have long standing images of the horrors of the holocaust, the long trodden roads of forced 
marches, the nights in cold dark bunk houses, bowls of cold tasteless broth and stale moldy 
breads.   Wiesel writes far too often of how he wished that he could just die, but that keeping his 
father alive was his only aim.  But to his horror at his own humanity, lying motionless and still as 
his father was mercilessly beaten in the bunk below him.  What Elie experienced was nothing 
more than utter contempt for humanity. 
 
Upon leaving the Museum that year, I stumbled upon the book that I had read so many years 
before and I needed to get it again.  It didn’t take long to read once again, those images now far 
too easy to recount in my reading. 
 
Far too often in our attempt to isolate ourselves and our loved ones from the brokenness of 
humanity - we think that those events that happened more than a lifetime ago for some, aren’t 
really a glimpse of our lives today.  But I think, sometimes they are.  Hate is far to present and 
palpable in our lives today.  We find so many who are disenfranchised, bullied, given to 
positions of extreme that we live in a world of shattered lives, lost loved ones and relationships, 
and we find ourselves distancing ourselves more and more. 
 
Would it not be a victory for humanity if utter contempt for life, hatred that seeps from the pours 
of our existence was able to be vanquished and concurred?  Maybe our own free will would as a 
people get us to a point of understanding that hatred isn’t getting us very far and that the 
Holocaust and incidents like it were only a thing of the past. 
 
Psychologist will talk of a darker side to our humanity that pushes into the shadows of our 
existence.  Hatred is that shadow side that at its worst exhibition deeply rooted pushes aside 
love and how in our lives.  Deeply repressed feelings will often result in acts of violence and 
sometimes in acts that damage one’s own life. 
 
So that’s what psychologists say, but when I read those statements, I don’t think its much 
different than what the scriptures tell us of our human condition and our bent to sinning and our 
predisposition to act out not according to what God wants most from our lives, but giving into the 
evil one that lurks very closely.   
 
The prophet Isaiah said it plainly.  We are living in a life of darkness.  But in a prophetic vision 
and statement of the promise, the prophet proclaims in the ninth chapter, “The people walking 
in darkness have seen a great light, on those living in the land of deep darkness a light 
has dawned.” Isaiah 9:2 
 
In this advent season, we are exploring themes that lie very close to our human condition and 
what we experience each and every day in our lives.  Open up the paper - ok - turn on the 
computer and read your edition of the paper, turn on the evening news, or simply experience life 
for yourself and we all know that humanity just doesn’t get everything right. 
 
And so, now more than ever - we need the hope, love, joy and peace that only God can bring to 
us in the person and the work of Jesus. 
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Last week if you were here, you remember that I said that Advent is this season of anticipation.  
Advent is this expectation that Jesus will come into our lives for the first time in the baby born to 
humble parents in a stable.  We stand here expecting and opportunity to be freed from what we 
have become.  We look back at the past and know what the past has wrought longing for that 
savior. 
 
But we also find ourselves worshipping and experiencing a savior who has already come, 
longing and hoping to be brought into that hope filled future that in the end God will do what he 
has promised to do. 
 
That expectation hasn’t changed today.  The only thing that maybe I would change from that 
vision of what might be is that today in our hearing we are longing for the Love of God to 
brought to us that casts away all fear and hatred.  Love is the only thing that can drive out hate. 
 
Earlier this week as I was preparing for today’s message, I was landing on some verses that 
came just before what was read today.  I was preparing for us to hear the scripture from the 
third chapter.  There’s so much to be read and heard.  But the further and further that I read, the 
more that I wanted to keep reading and studying.  I found myself saying - let’s read this - no, 
now let’s read this.  I had to eventually settle down and simply allow the Word to speak. 
 
But I don’t think you can go wrong in reading the first letter of John, either in parts or in its 
entirety.  It is so accessible and speaks to our lives and our need to experience God in his full 
breadth and power.  It speaks to our human condition, it speaks to the past, and it is a powerful 
witness for us today about God’s love for us in Jesus. 
 
John is straightforward in his writing and powerful expression of God in Jesus.  This letter is 
often thought to be an extension of the fourth Gospel and the parallels are important for us to 
see.  It is an expression of the essential nature and actions of who God becomes that we see 
that God is loving. 
 
In John’s letter - as we come into relationship with him through his one and only son, we come 
to understand God as more than just Spirit and light, but one who is righteous, holy, powerful 
and great, faithful and true, and ultimately just.  God is in his very nature the one expression of 
how it is that we can and should love - and the fact that we love is a sign that God is first loving 
us.  God’s love reaches his full expression in us - because God loves us. 
 
Some scholars have said that John’s letter is one of the most profound analysis of Christian love 
in the New Testament, even more than our go to verse of 1 Corinthians 13.  You’ve heard the 
Corinthian letter read at weddings and we come to expect if there is anywhere in the bible that 
talks about Love - we will go straight to that. 
 
Are any of you big fans of facts and figures?  If you are - you may like to hear that John uses the 
word love 43 times in this book alone.  And just as a challenge, I would say to you that maybe 
you need to go and read the entire book yourself - it’s really that good.  Go in and read it for 
yourself. 
 
But more importantly than counting to see if some statistician was correct - go and find the 
simple truth that is revealed. 
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If there is one simple truth that we need to hear now more than ever, it is this:  God loves us.  
The third chapter begins by saying, “See what great love the father has lavished on us that 
we should become children of God!” 1 John 3:1 
 
Because of who we are and the world that we live in - John gives us contrasting thoughts of light 
and darkness, life and death, truth and lies, and ultimately love and hatred - but invites us into 
that loving relationship with the one who has lavishly and extravagantly expressed himself in 
Jesus so that we might have life.   
 
In an assurance of faith and salvation - we are invited to believe and then to be obedient to 
Christ’s command. 
 
Invitation to believe and obedience are hard realities when you drill down to the bedrock of 
those statements.  I think one of the challenges that we might face in our relationship with God 
is how it is that we live out this faith every day.  It would be very easy for us to read these 
passage from the letter of John and take an external view.  What I mean by that is only 
understand the command to love as something that we do toward others. 
 
Or quite frankly, sometimes i think we sit in the pews on a Sunday morning or in a comfortable 
chair and listen to the ills and the challenges of the world and believe that we are simply 
observers of that evil and somehow immune to it.  We distance ourselves believing that since 
I’m not that bad, or I haven’t done anything like that, I’m a loving person - this doesn’t apply to 
me. 
 
And so let me be plain - this is about you.  I’m not inviting you to sit here and hear the words of 
God and believe that it only applies to how you treat someone else, or that others need this 
more than you do - this is about you.  Now more than ever, you need love.  I need love, now 
more than ever. 
 
And it’s ok to be selfish for just a second - because we can’t be who God is calling us to be if we 
at first don’t accept and receive what God has given to us. 
 
You might be experiencing pain, or doubt or loneliness.  Your experiences only lead you to be 
angry or disappointed in where you are or your expectations for the future that eventually get 
pushed so far down into the recesses of your soul that they become part of that darker side.  
You may be one who sees all the hatred in the world or experiencing those feelings for yourself, 
and your only response is “where is God.” 
 
But when your faith is weak, and you are walking in that shadow of doubt and darkness, there is 
a promise. 
 
Yes - we are walking in darkness.  And our basic confession of faith is that God sent Jesus 
Christ into the world so that we might have life.  God did it collectively for all of us, but God did it 
personally for you so that Jesus could accomplish for you what you cannot do on your own - 
and that is to earn your salvation. 
 
And so our most authentic faith that comes to us in this advent season is a belief and trust in 
Jesus - God with us.  God becomes most real to us in the love of Jesus. 
 
One of the songs that has been running through my mind and across my lips this week has 
been the simple chorus of Emmanuel. 
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I’d like for us to sing that together if we can - 
 
Emmanuel, Emmanuel, his name is called Emmanuel.   
God with us, revealed in us, his name is called Emmanuel.  (2x) 
 
I love that chorus - because in two very simple lines, two very simple statements we can come 
into contact through music with the divine and a very powerful statement.  God, Emmanuel is 
revealed in and through us, simply to love. 
 
And in advent - we come to the place that now more than ever we need God to be revealed in 
us through his love.  And that is also the power of the incarnation - that God in his infinite 
wisdom and power, saw the needs of all of us and chose to manifest himself in the flesh.  “The 
Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.” John 1:14 
 
God sent us love - so that we might be loved and so that we might love.  We cannot love without 
being first loved by God.  And ultimately, we cannot love without first accepting that love for 
ourselves. 
 
We do need love now more than ever.  And maybe that’s a simple place to stay for a while and 
that is to invite you into that love and into that relationship.  For some of you it may be for the 
very first time, and for others it may be at a place where you simply need to reaffirm that you do 
indeed need to allow God’s love to move in your life in a new way.  Maybe today is the day that 
you allow Jesus to be with you and revealed in you.  Maybe today is a day that you can admit to 
yourself that you need love now more than ever. 
 
Let us pray: 
 
Read John 1:1-5, 14 
 
Light the second candle of the advent light. 


