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WE NEED LOVE NOW MORE THAN EVER 
Isaiah 35:1-10 
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Rev. Gregory D. Cox 

 
Let us pray: 
 
Ever present God, you taught us that the night is far spent and the day is at hand.  
Grant that we may ever be found watching for the coming of your Son.  Save us from 
undue love of the world that we may wait with patient hope for the day of the Lord, and 
so abide in him, that when he shall appear, we may not be ashamed; we ask this 
through the one who will be our Joy, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Remember when you were a kid, and time seemed to creep along with prolonged 
unhurried movement?  A week of grade school was like a month, months between your 
birthday was a lifetime, and Christmas - do you remember how it felt like Christmas 
would never come? 
 
When I was a kid, my father had quite a few phrases that he would use often. One of 
those favorite phrases came on the heals of impatience and the inevitable “let’s go” 
when we were on our way and one of us was upstairs taking our time.  If any of us, or 
my mother would respond by saying, “I’m coming,” my father’s inevitable response 
was, “So’s Christmas.” 
 
I don’t know if the intention behind that response was the interminable time that it was 
taking one of us to get moving, or Christmas would come before we would at this point 
- but I do think it speaks to the fact that Christmas always seems to be in that distant 
future.  Sometimes it just feels like Christmas won’t get here soon enough. 
 
But isn’t that more of the perspective of the child? 
 
Christmas is coming and probably sooner than most of us would expect or even want 
at this point. There is always more to be done, and we don’t always feel prepared for it.  
But in this season of advent - there is much for which we can prepare, there is the 
anticipation.  There is expectation and waiting, there are the long list of things to do 
and there are always traditions. 
 
But all of this will soon be disrupted for the very reason that we wait is quickly 
approaching and it will soon be upon us.  For the Son of Man, emmanuel, God with us 
will triumphantly come.  If there is one thing that is more and more certain as we 
approach Christmas is this - Jesus is coming.  And he is coming not on our father’s 
terms but humbly, quietly and in unexpected ways. 
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In this season of advent here at Ingomar Church, we have been exploring themes of 
waiting and expectation and the realization that as those who wait, there are certain 
things that we are experiencing in our everyday life, there are the human pressures of 
everyday life and existence that seem to press in on us. 
 
You could probably make a list of things that cause pressure in your life and for each 
and every one of us, our lists would be different.  Sure there might be intersections of 
our lists and similarities, but not everyone is facing financial pressures, not everyone is 
dealing with life altering diagnosis, and not everyone even in our suburban existence 
feels the same issues that someone might fact not too far from here in a former steel 
town along the rivers of Pittsburgh. 
 
This past week, for example - a very violent act was committed at my beloved alma 
mater of Allegheny College.  I knew about it primarily because our oldest daughter let 
us know, but it was all over a parent’s page on Facebook.  And many you in this region 
may have heard of the incident because it made the 6:00 news earlier this week. 
 
When I think about that list of concerns that I have - I certainly have my list as an alum, 
but I know that that list is different than some of the concerns that I might list as a 
parent of a young woman who is 90 minutes away from me.  And I can’t even imagine 
the list of pressures that a family is facing today because they are the victim of a 
senseless act of violence. 
 
Open up the paper,  turn on the evening news, or simply experience life for yourself 
and we all know that humanity just doesn’t get everything right.  Everything isn’t just 
perfect, especially during this season where everything is always supposed to be 
perfect. 
 
And so, now more than ever - we need the hope, love, joy and peace that only God 
can bring to us in the person and the work of Jesus.  Today - we need Love now more 
than ever. 
 
One of the things that often happens when we experience life, is that we go to 
particular sources as a way of understanding those experiences.  If we are going 
through a troubling time, we might explore or search out resources that speak to that 
troubling time - journals, books, or even the internet - because, as you all know the 
internet is always correct. 
 
One of the real sad truths about social media today is that we often measure our lives 
based upon what we see on that social media.  We keep up with or attempt to keep up 
with others based upon this perfect life that we see portrayed every day on social 
media.  Because, as you know - people only put the very best of themselves on 
instagram! 
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But what if  . . . wait for it.  What if . . . stick with me now - what if, as we are going 
through life and experiencing the challenges of life - our go to resource isn’t just 
journals and magazines and the internet - but we actually seek out the very word that 
can breath life into us right here and now. 
 
For we believe as the people of the church that the Word of God contained in the Old 
and New Testament is the sufficient rule both of faith and practice.  These HOly Words, 
these God given,, God breathed words can give guidance to us, they can speak to us, 
they can change us and they can be our guide for both our faith and our practice of 
life. 
 
That’s why I love the prophet that speaks to us this morning.  The prophet Isaiah lived 
during a very stormy time for the people of God and speaks about our lives in ways 
that are a little unsettling, but also give us a glimpse of what is.  Isaiah allows the full 
dimension of God’s judgment and salvation to be played out on the very pages that we 
read. 
 
Isaiah, was a man of God, called and chosen to speak on behalf of the Lord and to 
speak life into the people.  The word prophet isn’t really used in the old testament to 
describe the person but more of the work and word that is spoken.  But we’ve come to 
understand and describe Isaiah as a prophet more because of what he was doing.  
And so, Isaiah, is called to speak forth. 
 
Prior to the exile and the conquered people at the hands of the Assyrians and the 
Babylonians, those who spoke for God would tell of the sin of the nation.  Often those 
expressed words spoke of their present situation in their lives.  But in the Word that we 
read today, the word spoken and the word that offered truth, spoke more about the 
promise of things to come. 
 
I said earlier that I think that scripture offers us that guide for us when we are 
experiencing life.  And if you are one who is going through a point of challenge today, 
you aren’t alone.  For the prophet speaks of the human condition that exists in the 
desert places, the parched land and the wilderness. 
 
The prophet spoke of feeble hands, and weak knees, fearful hearts.  He speaks of the 
blind and the deaf.  He speaks of those that can not speak, the mute.  He talks of 
those who can not walk. 
 
Isaiah does more than that really - there is this personification of the world and the life 
that is creation.  There are burning sands and thirsty grounds, there is that dark and 
foreboding forest and the barren plains that offer places of torment and haunting 
places for jackals. 
 
When I read those words of Isaiah - its not hard for me to say - yeah - I know where 
that is.  Not only have I walked through dark forests and barren places - but I have 
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been on that journey emotionally and spiritually before.  And there are some of you 
who are sitting here today saying - “this sounds all too familiar to me today.” 
 
Last week, Tracy and I attended the memorial service of our beloved former district 
superintendent, Paul Taylor.  It was an uplifting service filled with people from all over 
the country - it was quite literally, standing room only. 
 
During the service, we ran into a colleague who I will call Dan.  We didn’t have much 
time to talk, but it was clear to me that Dan didn’t look well.  When I got into the car 
and we were driving away from the service, one of the first things that I said was, 
“wow, Dan didn’t look well.  I’m worried about him.”  Without hesitation, Tracy 
responded - I didn’t think so either. 
 
I spoke with him this week, because I just wanted to hear how he was doing.  And I 
was quite blunt.  You didn’t look well and I was calling just to ask how you were doing. 
 
“As you know,” he began, “this has been a trying couple of weeks with Paul.  But in 
addition, two weeks ago on a saturday we were watching our grandson when I bent 
over to tie my shoe.  I ended up on the floor in excruciating pain.  I couldn’t move for 
more than two hours and a doctor had to come to me.  These past few weeks have 
been some of the darkest moments physically and emotionally.  Its been a rough few 
weeks spiritually as well.” 
 
As he was speaking, I was making those connections between our overall health.  
Physical can lead to emotional and emotional can lead to those desert place 
experiences and suddenly we are thrust into that experience of feeling like before we 
know it - we are in exile. 
 
You might be in one of those places - but again I will say - where are you going for the 
guidance and for the answers and who are you turning to to hear a prophetic word 
spoken by God into your life that life will be different. 
 
Because yes, there is this acknowledgment by Isaiah that this is a place that we find 
ourselves, but this isn’t the final answer.  Where you are today doesn’t define your 
future and God has a promise for you today. 
 
I was sitting in my office as I was speaking to Dan on the phone and praying for him.  
In the background was playing one of George Winston’s piano albums, and I looked 
over and Joy was playing.  Joy, is George Winston’s take on Beethoven’s fourth 
movement from his ninth symphony, that you know as “Ode to Joy.” 
 
I love how the Spirit moves in our lives when we are open to it.  I got off the phone that 
day and after speaking with Dan I turned again to these words from Isaiah that are 
really an Ode to Joy, a poetic verse of Joy and splendor and strength that we have in 
the promises of God that he will restore. 
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For out of those very dark places of the earth and our very existence - there is 
gladness and blossoming and rejoicing. There is splendor and glory and strength and 
retribution.  With God as our strength - our eyes can become opened and our ears 
unstopped.  Our legs can be strong and we will have ongoing strength. 
 
Oh - but the waters.  The waters will begin to gush forth, the grass and the reeds and 
the papyrus will begin to grow gain.  And there will be a highway, no longer choked 
with weeds and thorny brush - but a highway of our God. 
 
The promise that is given to us in the midst of our existence that despite what you are 
going through, regardless of where you are today - there is joy!  Out of the exile you 
will be restored. 
 
And verse tens says, “They will enter Zion with singing, and everlasting joy will 
crown their heads.  Gladness and joy will overtake them, and sorrow and sighing 
will flee away.” Isaiah 35:10b. 
 
The truth is that exile is brutal and severe.  When you are in one of those places in your 
life when things are not going away - Joy is hard to come by.  We forget who God is, 
we forget our place of worship  and we live in brutality of daily life.  But the promise 
that we need to hear and I want you to hear it today - that God is willing to restore us.  
And that there is JOY that is found along that road to restoration. 
 
In the book of Nehemiah - it says that the “Joy of the Lord is my strength.” Neh 8:10.  
And some of you might be thinking to yourself, how do you find joy in the midst of the 
trouble.  And that’s a valid question. 
 
But the joy of the lord that comes with gladness comes from the ability to rejoice and 
be glad.  Strength comes from a place of safety and refuge and protection that comes 
from a relationship with God and ultimately with Christ.  Joy and constant gladness 
comes from a place of relationship.   
 
Author Meg Bucher says that “Joy in Christ isn’t a giddy feeling of cracking up at a 
joke or a triumphant banner of victory when we accomplish a goal or soar had in an 
area of struggle.  Joy is there in those moments, but true joy stems from the 
unwavering strength of the Lord.  It remains to remind us how far we have come and 
encourages us throughout the long road of refinement we have yet to travel.  The hope 
of salvation in Christ is rooted in what has already been done [in Christ.]” 
 
She goes on to say, “joy shifts our heats to a position of worship regardless of current 
circumstances.  It doesn’t change, fade or expound based upon anything we do or go 
through.  He is a constant safety and peace in our lives.  A safe harbor, in a tumultuous 
world.  Through the filter of his joy and by the power of his strength, we are able to 
witness the beauty of his life in deep and complex layers.” 
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It really is true, I think, that Joy comes from being in relationship with him and seeking 
out those places of finding true strength in knowing the Lord.  We find joy knowing that 
the Lord is present and has a power to transform.  Joy is a celebration of who God is 
and what he is doing. 
 
Joy gives us the ability that whatever we are walking through, whatever we are facing - 
both the good and the bad - that we have a future promise.  God is coming to save.  
God is making life real.  God is coming to redeem us and to set us free. 
 
Some of you know that I find some of my greatest strength and joy in Children.  In our 
Child development Center and our Preschool - there are these great moments when 
you get to interact with the kids.  I don’t care who you are - being around them really 
does remind you that God is awesome. 
 
Play video 
 
Just last week as I was working on my sermon in preparation, I walked into one of our 
CDC classes and was greeted immediately with “I remember you!”  It seemed to catch 
on as the other children began to say the same.  And who doesn’t want to be reminded 
that regardless of where you find yourself and what circumstance you may face, that 
you are remembered, that God remembers you in your weakness. 
 
And who can’t just be bouyed up in the Joy of gladness when you come into contact 
with these children (kids at table.) Just the other day I walked into a classroom and 
the kids all were so overjoyed and said, I remember you! 
 
But the joy comes from knowing that at Ingomar Church - its not all about just shapes 
and letters and teaching the please and thank you’s but its about sharing the deep faith 
in Jesus.  Its what makes our Child enrichment center so special. 
 
But I also get transformed by the way in which children can allow you to see the face of 
God.  In my most recent trip to Guatemala, there were those moments when I got to 
be around children. 
 
But my joy isn’t always about their present circumstances because to be honest - 
many of the children are malnourished and hungry.  But the blessing and the oil of 
gladness that leads to my joy is knowing that God is there and in their midst.  God has 
a way of moving them out of that circumstance and into a place of renewed hope.  
God is our refuge and our strength.  God was at work in that place. 
 
Psalm 95 says, “Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; let us shout aloud to the Rock of 
our salvation.  Let us come before him with thanksgiving and extol him with music and 
song.  For the Lord is the great God, the great King above all gods. 
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In his hand are the depths of the earth, and the mountain peaks belong to him. 
The sea is his, for he made it, and his hands formed the dry land.” 
 
Being with a 22 year old mother who is experiencing extreme poverty, living in her 
own wilderness experience with 3 children isn’t easy, it is not easy to see or even 
experience first hand.  But there is joy that comes from being in the presence of God’s 
work and movement.  It is the joy knowing that God can and will bring them through 
the wilderness and into the joy of his presence. 
 
Friends, in this season of Advent - we need joy now more than ever.  We need 
something that will get us past our present condition and into a place of everlasting joy 
and gladness.  The promise of this season is met in the expectation that God is 
sending his one and only son so that we can be in relationship and to live daily in his 
word and in his presence.   
 
And its in that presence and relationship that everlasting joy will crown our heads and 
gladness and joy will overtake us. 


