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WE NEED PEACE NOW MORE THAN EVER 

 

                                              Isaiah 11:1-9; Luke 2:8-14 

December 22, 2019 

Pastor E. David Streets 

 

Choices. Oh my gosh, there are lots of choices to be made in our lives every single 

day right?  I mean, we have to choose what we are going to wear, to work or 

school every day of the week unless we wear a uniform. We have to make a choice 

as to what we will have for breakfast, then lunch and then dinner. That dinner 

choice is a huge decision for many people, mostly wives and moms who have 

assumed the responsibility for preparing the evening meal. 

Some of you may have to choose which way you will go to work based on traffic, 

weather, preference and whether or not a Port Authority Bus has been swallowed 

by a sink hole. 

This issue with making choices begins very early in our lives. I have observed in 

my grandchildren, that they often struggle with which toy they want to play with 

and so they’ll hold and carry them all. This may be tied to their unwillingness to 

share but even in that instance they cannot make a choice that they will play with 

this car or doll and you can play with that one. 

This issue we face making choices really comes front and center in our lives as we 

approach Christmas. Are you going to buy this sweater or that one? This dress shirt 

or that one? This dress or that one? Will you have ham or turkey or standing rib 

roast for dinner? What choices will you offer for dessert? I can’t decide! How can I 

make a choice? 

A waiter, a server once showed me a way to resolve the issue. Toni and I went on a 

cruise right after I received my doctorate from Asbury Seminary. We were seated 

at our dinner table, the menu open before me, our server ready to take our order. 

More choices to make. 
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“Hmm,” I said “I can’t decide between the crab cakes and the filet. Which 

do you suggest?” He shrugged his shoulders and quickly responded, “Get 

both!”  

Genius, I thought, so I did. Then it came time for dessert. I’m going to try this 

again. 

“I can’t decide between the cheesecake and the brownie. They both sound 

great. What are your thoughts?” He smiled and said, “Get both.” 

“Excellent!” I said. “You talked me into it!” 

That’s when I realized that people never lose weight when they go on a cruise. 

They always gain weight! 

Today is the fourth Sunday of Advent. On each of the previous Sundays, we have 

addressed one of the Advent themes, hope, love and joy. Today my message will 

focus on peace. 

Each of these topics conveys something that we receive into our lives through the 

birth of our savior Jesus Christ. 

Each of them is something we already have in our lives because Jesus has already 

been born. So let’s do a brief review. 

Week #1 HOPE – Hope is a feeling of expectation and desire for a certain thing to 

   happen. You don’t just want something to happen. You expect  

                               that certain thing to occur. 

We have hope in the Lord. In the midst of this Advent season, we are not 

hoping that Jesus will come. We are not hoping that God will hear our cries 

for his presence in the world, for relief, for a savior to restore our 

relationship with God, and that God will send his son into the world to save 

us from sin. That has already happened. God has heard and sent Jesus. We 

have hope. Not the verb “we hope”. The noun “we have hope”. We are 

people who have hope. In Advent we acknowledge that Jesus has come. We 

acknowledge that we have hope.   

 

Week #2 LOVE – Love is an intense feeling of deep affection. God loves us. 
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For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only son, 

that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal 

life.                                                                             John 3:16 

See what great love the Father has lavished on us that we 

should be called children of God.                                 I John 3:1 

As we approach Christmas we are not sitting there with our fingers crossed 

that God will love us and save us from sin. God already has done so. In his 

love for us, he gave his son to us. In Advent, we acknowledge, we recognize 

God’s love for us. 

Week # 3 JOY – Last week Pastor Dennis spoke to you about joy. 

Joy is a feeling of great pleasure and happiness. In Advent we are reminded 

of the joy we possess because Jesus has been born, he is living among us in 

the form of the Holy Spirit. He has provided for the forgiveness of our sin 

and for our salvation, our eternal life. 

In Luke’s gospel we read of Mary, who is pregnant with Jesus going to visit 

her cousin Elizabeth who is pregnant with John the Baptist. There is this 

wonderful exchange between the two women, Mary and Elizabeth. Elizabeth 

says, 

Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you 

will bear! But why am I so favored that the mother of my Lord 

should come to me? As soon as the sound of your greeting 

reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy                                   

                                                                                 Luke 1:42-44 

 

We have joy because for us life is better with Jesus at the center. In Advent 

we acknowledge the joy in our lives because Jesus has come. 

So if you had to pick one, if you had to make a choice as to which one is the 

most important topic of Advent, the most significant aspect of our approach 

to Advent, which one would it be? Hope? Love? Joy? Or maybe it’s the 

fourth one peace? Let’s talk about peace. 
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When you hear the word peace, what runs through your mind? How do you 

use the word? 

Is peace that moment in your life when all of your children are finally asleep 

in bed? Is peace the word you use when you want your children to stop 

arguing and fighting? “Could I please just have some peace and quiet?” 

Peace is defined as freedom from disturbance, tranquility, or the absence of 

war.  When your children are well behaved and getting along with each 

other your family-world is free from disturbance. You are experiencing 

tranquility. That’s one definition for peace. 

Often we jump to define peace as the absence of war. But if you are in the 

military and you are stationed in a potential hot spot, if you are aboard ship, 

if you are monitoring surveillance systems, how peaceful do you feel? You 

must be alert, on your toes. 

I visited South Korea in 2001. Our group visited the Korean Demilitarized 

Zone. We walked through a room that was half in South Korea and half in 

North Korea. A large negotiating table sat in the middle of the room, half in 

each country. We walked all around the table, past South Korean soldiers in 

one part, past North Korean soldiers in the other. Nobody smiled. Nobody 

spoke. Each soldier stood erect looking straight ahead. The tension was so 

thick you could have cut it with a knife. They were on alert, always on alert 

ready for anything. It did not feel calm, tranquil and peaceful at all. 

That’s not the peace we’re talking about when we lift-up the peace that we 

acknowledge in Advent. It’s more than that. It’s better than that. It includes 

all of that and so much more. 

This peace that comes from God through the birth, death and resurrection of 

Jesus is revolutionary. It is transformational. 

In the book of Isaiah, the prophet Isaiah predicts the coming of the Messiah, 

the savior of the world, the one we know to be Jesus. 

In chapter 11 Isaiah speaks of the branch from Jesse. Jesse was David’s 

father, David King of Israel. The Messiah would be a descendant of King 
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David, which Jesus was through Mary and Joseph. Listen as Isaiah describes 

the climate of peace that will be. 

The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with 

the goat, the caland the lion and the yearling together, and the 

lion will eat straw like the ox. The infant will play near the hole 

of the cobra, and the young child put his hand into the viper’s 

nest. They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy 

mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the 

Lord as the waters cover the earth.                          Isaiah 11:6-9 

 

At first, it sounds like you’re reading one of Grimm’s Fairy Tales because it’s kind 

of dangerous and terrifying. But what Isaiah is emphasizing is the transformational 

nature of the peace that comes through the birth of the savior. Animals that would 

never lie together will lie down together. The diet of the lion will shift from meat 

to straw. Aggressive and poisonous snakes will no longer be that way such that 

young children will be able to play with them. 

But my favorite part of what Isaiah says is found in verse 9. 

They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, for the 

earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the 

earth. 

Everyone on earth will know about God and they will know God. They will 

understand his majesty, his power, his presence and his absolute love for the world. 

They will know God as creator and sustainer of the universe, the one who put life 

on earth, the one who has dominion over all. And that will lead to a peace that far 

exceeds any peace we can imagine. 

The peace of which we speak, the peace we acknowledge in Advent that comes 

through the birth of Christ is way more than children who aren’t arguing, 

neighbors who aren’t fighting or nations who aren’t shooting at each other. 

This peace is a state of wholeness possessed by people or cultures. It may include 

health, prosperity, security, or spiritual completeness. It is wholeness of any kind 
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determined and given by God. It is peace of mind in serenity in contrast to a 

troubled or fearful heart. It implies reconciliation between us and our enemies, 

reconciliation between Jews and Gentiles and it finds it’s fulfillment in the restored 

relationship with God – a right relationship with God. In other words, complete 

reconciliation between us and God. 

This is the peace that we have- the- hope- and- confidence-that-we-shall 

experience someday, gradually, eventually, completely. 

This is the peace of which the angels spoke to the shepherds who were keeping 

watch over their flocks out in the fields. 

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the 

angel, praising God and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on 

earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.                 Luke 2:13-14 

That’s the peace we will experience someday, when Jesus returns. We have some 

of it now. We get glimpses of it more and more. We are confident we shall have it 

someday. 

So we began our message today discussing choices. We have lots of choices. I 

asked you to choose which of these four Advent themes is most significant, most 

important to you. If you had to pick one, would it be hope or love or joy or peace? 

The best part is you don’t have to pick one. We get all of them. Through Jesus we 

have hope and love and joy and peace. We have them now and we will have them 

in all their fullness when Jesus returns. We will get to experience that someday… 

For the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the 

earth.                                                                                                              Is. 9:9b 

 

                                

 

  


