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Joshua 1:5  “No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life; as I was with Moses, so 

I will be with you; I will not fail you or forsake you” 

 

As you read the many and varied stories found throughout the Bible, and about the personalities 

recorded in those accounts, you get the impression that these exceptional people were totally different 

from yourself.  You wonder, “How can I possible relate to these people?” 

 They were exceptional, but what made them exceptional was their willingness to be used by 

                  God for those great purposes, and trusting in God to equip and guide them 

 Many of them started out with very common beginnings, another face in the crowd, until they 

                   received and responded to their call from God 

 I thought it might be helpful today, as we prepare to begin a new year, a year we may be 

                   reluctant to enter because of all that is unknown, to look at several examples and be 

                        encouraged by their experience 

 

Moses –  He begins life as a Hebrew infant who along with all other baby boys was to be put to death 

 His mother put him in a basket along the banks of the Nile and Moses was rescued by Pharoah's 

              daughter; he was raised in the palace; held positions of honor until he killed an Egyptian guard 

                  overseeing the Israelite slaves and had to go into exile 

 He's called by God at Burning Bush to lead the people to freedom and doesn't want to do it 

  “I don't speak so eloquently” he says, along with a number of other excuses, even 

though 

                              each time he received assurance God would be with him and provide his needs 

  And then he says, “Send someone else” (3:13) – and in vs 14 God gets angry 

 Moses finally goes where he thought he never wanted to go and became the premier figure in 

                 the OT establishing the Hebrew nation – something he could never have accomplished on 

                    his own 

  

It was a somewhat similar situation with Moses' successor, Joshua 

            The personal attendant of Moses; one of the 12 spies; takes over at age 85 and through his 

                   leadership establishes the nation in its new homeland 

  I'm not 85 and I wouldn't want that kind of responsibility and the stress that goes with it, but 

                    God was with Joshua providing guidance and the empowerment to do that great work 

 Words of Moses to Joshua - “ The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; he will            

                  never leave you nor forsake you.  Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.”  Deut 31:8 

             Joshua is one of only a very few who left Egypt and actually entered Caanan, not even Moses 

                   had that privilege – the plagues, leading a difficult people through the wilderness for 40 yrs 

 

If anyone in the OT ever felt abandoned by both family and even by God, it might have been Joseph 

 Sold into slavery by his own jealous brothers, yet he was able to integrate himself into the 

                 service of Pharoah and became a vital part of his advisory staff 

 Then, he's thrown into prison on a trumped up charge and forgotten until the Pharoah has a 

                  nightmare and no one can figure it out until someone recalls Joseph was good at that sort of 

                  thing 



 He interprets the dream about a coming famine and administers a solution to it leading him to 

                 become the second highest official in Egypt 

 Joseph's life took a number of directions he'd never have chosen, but as with Joshua, God 

                  remained with him to guide him and use him 

 

 As a new year begins for each of us, we don't know what lies ahead and it can be as uncertain 

                     for us as those days were for Joseph, but be it his story or our own, we can know that God 

                     is there to provide for us as Paul says in Romans 8:28 “In all things God works for the 

                     good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.” 

 

Another OT character I find interesting is Gideon – We catch up with him in Judges 6 

 He's sifting out wheat in a wine press!   That's something you do outside because of all the dust 

                it creates, but he's hiding from the Midianites 

 So here he is, coughing and choking on the wheat siftings and an angel of the Lord appears and 

                announces, “The Lord is with you, you mighty man of valour!” 

  For sure – hiding out, fearful, hopeless 

 But God sees the potential Gideon possesses and is able to use Gideon for the purpose of 

                 destroying the enemy Midianites 

  This is where God wittles the army down from thousands to a few hundred and yet they 

                           defeat the much larger army with God's help (describe) 

 Gideon, huddled in the wine press not long before, faced what came his way with the assurance 

                   of God's presence with him; a presence we can rely upon in the new year as well 

 

Remember Jonah?  He had no interest in saving Ninevah; tried to run from God; called back in 

                            memorable fashion and completed the mission despite reluctance 

 Do you sometimes feel God calling upon you to do something you really don't want to do? 

  It's not that you aren't incapable of it, or fearful of it, maybe you just don't want to do it 

 Jonah's is a strange story in that even when he's successful he isn't happy about it 

  He wanted Ninevah wiped out 

  When he proclaimed, “Yet 40 days and Ninevah will be overthrown” there may have 

                                 been a note of glee in his message - “You're going to get what's coming to you” 

  But sometimes the Holy Spirit can take the worst sermon and interpret it in a positive 

                             way – and that's what happened there from the king on down – they all repented 

 Jonah went to the hills beyond the city and watched in disappointment as the cataclysm never 

                 came, but God's purpose was fulfilled none the less 

 So the lesson in this illustration is that God can do some significant things through you and me 

                  even when we are less that willing 

 

Each morning I continue reading my way through the Bible and am presently in Jeremiah 

 Jeremiah 1:4-8 - “I am just a youth”, “I don't know what to say, how to speak.” 

 Sounds a lot like the reluctance Moses had to his call from God 

 Whatever our deficiencies, we also have strengths and God is fully capable of using those to 

                divine and noble purposes 

 Jeremiah's position was unenviable – he had to confront kings who had abandoned God 

  He had to tell them they were going to fall and they didn't want to hear it 

  They were more than willing to punish the messenger and often did 

  But Jeremiah stands out as a great prophet and spokesman for God – a defender of the 

                              faith, one who helped preserve Judaism in a time of great threat 

 Like the others, he didn't desire to face the unknown challenges of the future, but he followed 



                  God's call and made a difference 

 

 

 

 

Another prophet who didn't want to respond to God's call was Elijah 

         1 Kings 19 – Elijah defeats prophets of Baal on Mt Carmel; highest moment of his career as a 

                  prophet, and then the very next day he is in hiding, fearful for his life, in a depression 

 We find him hiding in a cave and God's word comes to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 

  “Get up and eat.  Go forth”  

 Not what he wants or is inclined to do, but he responds knowing God is present to hold him up 

                 and provide what he needs to do the work to which he's been called 

 

And now, just one from the NT, the Apostle Paul 

 Throughout his life and ministry Paul went into a lot of times and places where there were so 

                   many unknowns, so many opportunities both for good and for bad 

 Following his encounter with Christ on the Damascus Road, he established many churches, was 

                    the foremost missionary of all time 

 But he also spent a lot of time in prison, faced a lot of opposition and ultimately gave up his life 

  Even while confined in prison, he had optimism, and writes words to encourage us, “I 

                             can do all things in him who strengthens me.”  Philippians 4:13 

 

So, the point of these illustrations today, as we come to the beginning of a new year, is that as we stand 

at that portal, there may be some reluctance to move into it.   

 The year concluding has had more than its share of tragedy and atrocity 

  It has been characterized by political controversy, social upheaval 

  We've seen a resurgence of intolerance  

  Our society is less polite, more abrasive  

  Churches, including our own denomination, face daunting decisions 

 You may not want to proceed, but there are some things you can depend on 

  Whatever the days ahead bring, God is present and His objectives will be secured 

  Matthew 28:20 “I am with you always, to the close of the age”  (Jesus) 

  John 14  Jesus assures us of the presence of the Holy Spirit (vs 25-27) 

  Rev 21 - “I am making all things new.  I am the alpha and the omega, the beginning 

                             and the end.” 

 

On Wednesday, we enter not only a new day, but a new month and a new year, and some would say a 

new decade (though that depends on how you interpret that), and yet it's simply a continuation of the 

time which commenced at creation and progresses until the Lord's return, all of which is ultimately in 

God's Hands. 


