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I LOVE TO TELL THE STORY – NAAMAN 

Isaiah 40: 21-31 Kings 5:1-14 

    February 2 and 9, 2020 

Pastor E. David Streets 

When Toni and I moved into our very first parsonage, that is, a home provided by 

the church, we were excited to decorate, plant flowers and make it our own. We 

made a few improvements here and there. 

On the right side of the house was a patio shaded by a massive, beautiful oak tree. 

Around the oak tree was a lush bed of English ivy. But upon closer examination, 

the bed of English had been invaded by poison ivy. Getting rid of the poison ivy 

became my mission one hot, Saturday morning in August. 

I put on my jeans and boots, a long-sleeved work shirt, sunglasses, hat and work 

gloves with cuffs to protect my exposed wrists. I grabbed several black plastic bags 

and I was ready to do battle with that pesky vine. Did I mention that I am allergic 

to poison ivy? Oh yea! I am 

I spent all morning pulling out poison ivy. I had three large trash bags filled with 

vines. I had accomplished my mission. Next I would cut the grass. 

It was hot. My shirt was soaked from sweat so I removed it. But I kept my gloves 

on my hands. I/m not sure why. I cut the front yard quickly. It wasn’t very big. The 

back was a bank and harder to cut. As I grew tired I began to use my belly to help 

push the mower up the hill. Finally, my work was done for the day. I showered, 

had dinner and went to bed later that night.  

The next morning when I awakened I discovered this rash everywhere. I was 

polluted with poison ivy. My big mistake was removing my shirt but continuing to 

wear the gloves. I’d used to pull out the vines. The gloves were covered with sap 

which contained the antigen that causes the skin rash. The rash was on my arms 

because I rubbed my arms with my gloves when they itched from sweat. My belly 
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was covered with the rash because the antigen was on the cuffs of the gloves and 

they rubbed against my stomach when I pushed against the mower handle I was a 

mess. 

My doctor referred me to a dermatologist. He was very helpful. He’d never seen 

such a bad case of poison ivy. He told me all about poison ivy. The antigen lives 

for a long time on clothing so you can get if from washing someone’s clothes. He 

gave me a steroid, pills, and ointment that led to my recovery. He also gave me this 

bit of advice: “The next time you need to get rid of poison ivy, pay someone to do 

it who knows what they are doing!” 

Today we are going to talk about Naaman, a commander of the army of the King 

of Aran. He was a great man in the sight of his master and highly regarded for his 

success in battle. The world was his oyster, except for one thing. He had a rash, 

actually leprosy. 

Leprosy was a very serious disease of the skin, much worse than poison ivy. It is a 

disease that eats away at the skin more and more, and is highly contagious. People 

with leprosy were called “lepers” and were often forced to live in leper colonies so 

they could be removed from mingling with society. They remained there till they 

died, away from their families and friends. 

To be told you have leprosy was the same as receiving a death sentence. There was 

no cure. Your disease would progress. People wouldn’t come around you. You 

could become disfigured – limbs falling off – fingers/toes-and your life would 

quickly spiral downward. You’d have to leave your home to live among other 

lepers in squalor for the rest of your life. 

Naaman, this highly regarded military commander who is favored by the king has 

everything he could possibly want: notoriety, respect, wealth, power, success and 

family. But with this diagnosis all of that is now in jeopardy. 

Suddenly an Israelite servant girl speaks hope into his life. She had been taken 

captive from her homeland and her family to serve Naaman and his household. She 

is a person of faith who believes strongly in the God of Israel. She has compassion 

for her captor. She loves here enemy and wishes that he might receive relief from 

his suffering and be restored to health. I find her actions amazing. 
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She tells her mistress that there is a prophet in Samaria who can heal her master. 

This word gets to Naaman and he goes to see Elisha. 

After encountering the king, Naaman eventually finds his way to Elisha. So 

imagine this scene, Naaman goes with his horses and chariots and this great 

entourage, stops at the door of Elisha’s house. The people of Elisha’s village think 

that they are being invaded. It’s a big deal, He arrives with great fanfare. There are 

all these official-looking people all dressed in uniforms and special clothing 

standing around. If this were happening in today’s world, they’d have all pulled up 

in black Chevy Suburban and all these security people would have hopped out to 

secure the area.  

Naaman is here to see Elisha. Elisha should be thrilled, honored and humbled that 

this great man has come to his home, or so Naaman thinks. Elisha is unimpressed. 

Elisha is a prophet. He is a man of God. He has no need to impress anyone. So he 

sends him a note. Well, maybe not a note. But he won’t do a face to face with 

Naaman. So he sends a messenger to Naamam. 

“Go wash yourself seven times in the Jordan and your flesh will be 

restored and you will be cleansed.”                              II Kings 5:10 

Naaman is less than pleased, He was not received the way he felt he should have 

been. He didn’t like hearing from a messenger and he thought Elisha would call on 

God and there would be this spectacular healing. And the Jordan River is nothing 

compared to the great rivers of Damascus. If he needed to bathe in a river, why 

couldn’t he bathe in one of them? 

“So he turned and went off in a rage.”                          II Kings 5:12      

His pride and his stubbornness get in the way and he leaves in a huff. By the grace 

of God his voice of reason comes to Naaman through his servants.  

“My father, if the prophet had told you to do some great thing, would 

you not have done it? How much more, then, when he tells you, 

‘Wash and be cleansed’!” So he went down and dipped himself in the 

Jordan River seven times, as the man of God had told him, and his 

flesh was restored and became clean like that of a young boy.   

                                                                                      II Kings 5:13-14       
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What a great story. Don’t you just love ow the story unfolds and how it ends, with 

Naaman being cured? There are 3 parts of this story that I’d like to explore further 

and a final detail that is usually overlooked in the story. 

 

First detail of the story: The Israelite servant girl. She is a captive in Naaman’s 

household. She must have arrived at this place as a result of an invasion into Israel 

by Naaman and the army he commanded. She was taken away from her family 

against her will. She was plunder.    

 

She is also a child of God, a person who knows God and knows all about God. She 

strives to live in obedience to God. She loves God with all of her heart and she 

loves her neighbor as she loves herself – part of the law of Israel. And even though 

she does not know Jesus she practices what he would later teach: Love your 

enemies and pray for those who persecute you. She opened the door for Naaman to 

be healed.     

 

What are we to learn? How much do we care about others, really? How many of us 

love others as we love ourselves? How many of us love our enemies and pray for 

those who persecute us? How many of us awaken each day and say (and believe), 

Today I plan to love God and my neighbor in every instance?   

 

Second detail of the story: Naaman’s arrogance. Naaman had begun to believe his 

own press-clippings. He was a great commander and favored by the king. He knew 

that and believed it. People said he was special and he agreed. So when he and his 

entourage were not received by Elisha the way he should have been, he was upset. 

He felt that Elisha should have come out to greet him. 

 

Then when he receives the instructions for the cure, Naaman dismisses the Jordan 

River as an insignificant river, not nearly as grand as the rivers in Damascus. He 

rejects Elisha’s cure as insignificant and he “went off in a rage.”     

Naaman’s arrogance leads him to embrace his reputation and high regard for 

himself, but it blinds his perception of who he really is. Naaman believes he is a 

person of great importance. He is really a person of great importance who has a 

deep need. He has leprosy. He has a terminal disease. He is desperately in need of 
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healing but he loses sight of that fact. He is in danger of missing what God is 

trying to do in his life. 

What are we to learn? Does our arrogance get in God’s way to work in our lives? 

Are we so full of ourselves, so satisfied with all we’ve accomplished? All that we 

have that we leave little room for God to work? Are we allowing, enabling God to 

work in our lives?  

Third detail of the story: Naaman’s other servants. They have a clearer 

understanding of the events than does their master. After Naaman marches off in a 

huff they go to him to speak truth into his life. They bring Naaman to his senses. 

He goes to the Jordan, does what he’s told to do and he is healed. “His flesh was 

restored and became like that of a young boy,” 

If Naaman’s servants had failed to speak truth into his life, they would have failed 

their master and he would have missed the healing. But they did speak truth to him. 

God used them to bring Naaman to his senses. 

Do you have people around you who speak truth into your life, who bring you to 

your senses when necessary?  You should. Are you able to do that for anyone? 

Perhaps you are needed to do that for someone. When someone speaks truth to 

you, are you able to hear it? Are you willing to listen?  

One final often overlooked detail: To get this you need to read beyond verse 14. 

Listen to verse 15. I love this. “Then Naaman and all his attendants went back to 

the man of God. He stood before him and said, “Now I know that there is no God 

in all the world except in Israel.”  2 Kings 5:15 

God used Naaman’s disease to bring Naaman to an awareness and knowledge of 

the one and only living God. Bringing Naaman into a knowledge of God and a 

relationship with God is more important than any healing he might receive. 

Many students of scripture believe that Jesus was selective as he healed others. He 

loved people and had compassion on them but in many cases he healed that they 

might believe he was the Savior, the Lord, the Messiah, the Son of God. 
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Our relationship with God is of primary, fundamental importance. Nothing is more 

important. Naaman’s healing was valuable to him, even important. But it was 

temporary. No, it didn’t come back. But Naaman didn’t live forever. 

Naaman’s acknowledgement of who God is, his belief that the God of Israel was 

the only God would have eternal consequences for him. That knowledge of God, 

that relationship with God would serve Naaman for all of eternity. 

How about you? Is God your ‘go to’ person, you’re ‘ace in the hole”, the one you 

call on in the time of need? Or is He more? Is God your Heavenly Father and do 

you allow Him to be in your life every day? Do you live in relationship to God? Do 

you have a relationship with God? Because that’s precisely what God wants most 

from you – to know Him intimately and love him completely. 


