
Psalm 46   Burning Questions – Why Do the Good Suffer?”  5/10/20 
 
On September 11, 2001 I was visiting a patient from my church at West Penn Hospital 
 Rode into the city on my motorcycle so I hadn't heard any news that morning – no radio 
 Approaching the entrance several orderlies were discussing a plane crash into WTC in NY 
  Odd, such a beautiful, clear day; how could that happen?  Post World Trade Center 
 Entering the patient's room the television was on and the whole horrible story came to light 
  It wasn't your typical pastoral visit that day! 
 As reports of the number of deaths rose higher and higher, anger, confusion and questions all 
                  came to dominate everyone's thoughts 
 One of the most often asked and at the same time, most challenging questions, was “why did 
                   God allow this to happen?” 
  A truly valid question 
  2,996 people, almost all of whom had nothing to do with the issues that prompted that 
                              attack, lost their lives – families lost husbands, wives, mothers and fathers, sisters 
                                  and brothers just because they were there when it all happened 
 Why didn't God step in, in some manner, and put a stop to such an atrocity? 
 
There are many related stories of how someone was spared that fate because they got stuck in 
         traffic, were home sick that day, had stepped out for coffee and a donut; and often a person with 
            that experience will attribute it to the Hand of God being over them 
         Yet, those things happen every day with no consequence whatsoever and go unnoticed 
          So, can we say God gave someone a flat tire that morning to save them from disaster, and if we 
             can put that forth as a possibility, why THAT person and not another who is equally deserving? 
          Now that's a tough question! 
 
We can find several biblical references where similar events were mentioned by Jesus 
 Luke 13:1-5  (READ)     Post scripture verses here 
 Two events are referenced here: 
  On this first one an atrocity occurred with Pilate killing Galileans who were making 
                               sacrifices 
  This would bear similarities to the 9/11 event because it was something carried out 
                            intentionally, designed to brutally harm or kill others 
  These people were making sacrifices to GOD!  So the question is raised as to why God 
                            allowed that to happen – were they being punished for sins they had committed? 
  The common belief was that such occurrences were divine retribution for sin 
  Jesus' response was, “No”  It wasn't God's punishment unleashed upon them, and while 
                             he doesn't right out say it, it seems to be implied they were victims simply because, 
                                  as with 9/11 they were just there when an evil act took place 
  Jesus then adds a word of caution, “Unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.” 
  I believe that is a warning to us to be spiritually prepared at all times – to always be in a 
                              right relationship with God and Christ, should tragedy of any sort come our way 
Post Tower of Siloam 
The second of the tragic events mentioned here is the collapse of a tower at Siloam that killed 18 
 Jesus asks if those raising the issue think these persons were more sinful than anyone else 
 It could be they were working on a Roman project funded by money confiscated from Temple 
  Would that be cause for God to smite them?  Again, Jesus says, “No”, these things aren't 
                           retribution for sin, but again emphasizes the need for spiritual preparedness 
 
Now, with all that being said, sin does factor into this question of why good people suffer 
 We live in a sinful world 
 It wasn't created that way – consider the Creation story and the perfection God planned for the 
                   world He was bringing into being – Garden of Eden 
 When sin entered the world (the disobedience of Adam/Eve) hardship and death resulted 
  Cain is jealous of Abel and kills him – two sins there, jealousy which arises and then 
                             leads to murder 
  Abel was innocent; he was making sacrifices to God; doing something good 
   He suffers death not as a punishment, but as a consequence of sin, not his, but  
                                        sin none the less 



 
Suffering is often the result of someone else's sinful actions 
 The victims of the 9/11 attacks all had sins in their lives as all of us do, but they were no worse 
                than you nor I, yet they suffered or died because of the sins of others 
 In June of 1977, less than a year after we were married, Kristine's mother was killed by a drunk 
      driver who was traveling at high speed through McKeesport 
  The kid had been in trouble before, but was bailed out without real consequence 
  He had no regard for the safety of himself or anyone else 
  He drove intoxicated and Kristine's mother was the innocent victim, just out for the 
                               evening with friends 
 Kristine told me I could tell you about this, but wanted me to also mention that even when such 
                  tragic events come about, the promises of Romans 8:28 are fulfilled.  Post scripture verse 
        “We know that in all things God works for good with those who love him.”  
 From that terrible and avoidable occurrence she discovered later on an empathy for 
                             others she could encourage who were facing tragedy 
  She gained insight into what others feel and experience because she faced those 
                             same things and can help with the feelings of loss and the questions that result 
  And she learned about forgiveness, how important it is to forgive the person responsible 
                             for one's loss, but for your own benefit as well – letting go of the bitterness 
 Romans 5:3-5  Post verses here – Paul writes of how we learn and grow through hardships and 
                   suffering - “We rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and 
                      endurance produces character, and character produces hope and hope does not 
                       disappoint us because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy 
                         Spirit which has been given to us.” 
      It's not that we give thanks FOR our sufferings, but that we give thanks for the positive 
                      things that can result from them    
Post Desert picture here 
 We grow through adversity - “All sunshine makes for a desert.” Arabic saying 
  
When someone indulging in harmful behavior says, “I'm only hurting myself”, that's not true 
 As in the case of the drunk driver, others are harmed  
 As in the case of the addict who looses his job, his family suffers from not only his behaviors, 
                 but the economic loss that results from the firing 
 A crane operator in Philadelphia is smoking weed on the job and kills several co-workers in an 
                avoidable mishap 
 Someone gambles away a paycheck and the family goes hungry 
 In every case innocent people are adversely effected by the sinful actions of others 
  
 
What about something like the death of a baby – one who is totally innocent, completely vulnerable, absolutely dependent?  
Why would that happen? 
 Sometimes it is the obvious result of sins of poor parenting; neglect, abuse 
 We often don't know what environmental factors my be involved 
  You've heard stories of toxic waste irresponsibly dumped in places with resulting 
                           adverse effects on nearby residents - practices that are either sinfully intentional or 
                               carried out in ignorance which can bring about tragic results 
  In regard to the current virus outbreak the jury is still out, but is it carelessness, is a 
                           cover up taking place, is there poor planning, no planning or incompetence; political 
                           leveraging?  Time will reveal the answers 
 Here is a key point - Suffering exists because we live in a sinful, imperfect world 
 
Another factor to consider is the gift God has given us of free will (Post Howdy Doody puppet here) 
 Meet Howdy Doody – he was a big TV star back in the 1950s 
 Howdy comes in a box that's there to protect him from getting scratched, or have his arm 
                  broken off, or his head cracked in a fall 
 He's got it pretty good!  Or does he? 
 Well, Howdy didn't call the shots on the show – he's a puppet – his role was scripted 
  He did what the puppet master wanted him to do and said what the handler wanted him  
                          to say – someone else wrote the script and he just played it out 



  
God knew at the time of Creation that neither you nor I wanted to be a puppet 
 We want to make our own decisions; make our own choices; do what we would like to do, not 
                 what someone else is telling us 
 We've had a taste of that lately with all the restrictions put on us during the virus epidemic 
  You can't go here or there; you have to wear a mask; only so many at a time in the store 
  It's unpleasant, it's seen as an infringement on our rights 
  We complain and maybe even protest to authorities because that's not how we want to 
                             live 
 So, knowing that, God gave us free will... 
  We can decide just about anything for better or for worse 
  Our decisions have consequences and sometimes a bad decision has a bad result maybe 
                              for just oneself, but frequently, for others as well 
 
Now, consider a couple of scriptures that might serve as reminders to us in the time to come: 
 Matthew 6:34 (at the conclusion of Jesus' sermon about trusting in God's provision) 
  “Do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself.  Let the 
                             days' own trouble be sufficient for the day.” 
  Jesus acknowledges that life is filled with challenges, anxiety and strife, but that God 
                             cares and provides for us when we put our trust in Him 
  There is nowhere a guarantee of an easy, carefree, trouble free life; however, there is 
                             assurance of God's guidance and help, but that requires trust in God and God's Word 
 Philippians 4:6-7 - “Have no anxiety about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
                               supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God and the 
                               peace of God, which passes all understanding, will keep your hearts and your minds 
                               in Christ Jesus.” 
  Source of solace to me when in Russia and things were uncertain at home 
 John 16:33 “I have said this to you, that in me you may have peace.  In the world you have   
 tribulation, but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” 
And one final note – there are 365 references throughout the Bible telling us in one way or another to “fear not” - that's one 
for each day of the year and a reminder that whatever a day brings “fear not” for God is present and will bring about 
something good, something positive, something hopeful. 
 
 
Memory Verse – Philippians 4:6  “Have no anxiety about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.” 
 
Next Steps  
 Look up references in scripture for “fear not”, or “be not afraid” 
 
 Contemplate how prepared spiritually you are to encounter life's hardships  (Luke 13:1-5) 
 
 What encouragement can you offer to someone who is facing a difficult time in their life? 
  
 
 
 


