JANUARY 2021

at a glance

at Ingomar Church

A quick look at what’s new and exciting this month for church friends and family

Another World Changing Gift of Water!
There are over 663 million people without access to clean water, leading to unnecessary
disease, suffering, and death. Lack of clean water also perpetuates a level of poverty because
time and resources must be dedicated to simply surviving. Since 2011, Ingomar Living Waters,
a ministry of Ingomar Church, has been bringing the gift of clean water to the world. In 2019,
Ingomar Church dedicated one-half of the Christmas
offering to bring the gift of life-giving water to two
villages in South Sudan.
In 2020, Ingomar Church has designated one-half of
the Christmas offering to provide this life-giving gift
to the Subuku village in Kenya. The Subuku village
is in great need of clean water. A well drilled in this
village will absolutely save lives! The current water
source for the village is a pond that fills only during
the rainy season. Villagers (mainly women and
children) walk four miles to the disease-filled pond and four miles back. This well-drilling project
will provide a year-round source of clean water for 1,300 people.
To all who have partnered with us to bring this life-giving gift of clean water, and to all of the
WORLD CHANGERS who support the ongoing efforts of Ingomar Living Waters — Thank you for
your generosity!

New Message Series of Water-Born Invitations!
There comes a time in life when surface or shallow things don’t satisfy us anymore. We sense there
is more to us, to our lives, and to our faith. Join us to hear Jesus’ invitation to leave the familiar
shores and put out into deep water.
In this six-week series, we hear stories of biblical characters whose lives and understanding of God
is suddenly challenged and whose lives are changed through water-born invitations. We examine
how these life-changing stories can shape our own spiritual journeys in a way that draws us further
into deep waters.

Six-Week Message Series: Deep Waters

Join us to hear Jesus’ invitation to leave the familiar shores and put out into deep water.

For this series, the scheduled pastor is preaching at both the Traditional and Contemporary
services each Sunday.
January 10
8:30 Traditional & 11 Contemporary
Baptism of Jesus  . . . . . . . .  Pastor Greg

January 31
8:30 Traditional & 11 Contemporary
Moses: Water Stories  . . . . .  Pastor Dennis

January 17
8:30 Traditional & 11 Contemporary
The Ethiopian Eunuch  . . . .  Pastor Cyndi

February 7
8:30 Traditional & 11 Contemporary
Disciples Cast their Nets  . .  Pastor Greg

January 24
8:30 Traditional & 11 Contemporary
Peter Walking on Water  . . .  Pastor Greg

February 14
8:30 Traditional & 11 Contemporary
Woman at the Well  . . . . . .  Pastor Cyndi
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Thank You, World Changers!
Despite the challenges of a global
pandemic, the supporters of Ingomar
Living Waters (WORLD CHANGERS)
stepped up, bringing the gift of clean
water to over 55,000 people in 2020!
As a result, these people are focusing
more on their health, education, cooking,
cleaning, laundry, etc. because they no
longer have to walk miles (hours) a day
to get clean water. Thank you WORLD
CHANGERS!
Coming into 2020, we were praying to
reach a goal of $1,000,000 in funded
projects in 10 years. When our 2020
Turning Wine Into Water event was
cancelled, we were unsure this was
possible. But nothing is impossible
with God. With monies raised at the
end of 2019 plus individual donations
made throughout the year including
converted event sponsorships, we raised
over $120,000 in 2020 to meet our
$1,000,000 goal!
Looking forward, we continue our
mission with passion! The world is in
dire need of clean water now, more than
ever. Please save April 24, 2021 for our
2021 Turning Wine into Water event.
Whether in-person or online, we invite
you to join us and please spread the
word and help to inspire others to give!
For more information, please visit
ingomarlivingwaters.org. For more
on 2020 results, please check out
our newly released Annual Report at
ingomarlivingwaters.org/projects.
“… I was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink.”
Matthew 25:35

Connect with us on Social Media
facebook.com/IngomarChurch
instagram.com/ingomarchurch
twitter.com/ingomarchurch

Consider Legacy Giving
Please add this line to your will: “After
my bills are paid, I want 10 percent
of my estate (a tithe) to go to Ingomar
United Methodist Church.” Ask your
legal advisor about this.

Ingomar KIDS helps children and their
families grow together in relationship with
Jesus.

Weekend Programs
Every Saturday
Prime Time is now back on YouTube
each week.
Worship together as a family with Prime
Time at 6pm (ages 4 through 3rd Grade)
on YouTube.
(We will be taking a Christmas break, but will
be back on January 9)

Our families celebrated at two Drive-In-Style Family Christmas Worship
services on December 12 and 19. Featuring a Live Nativity, the events
attracted over 50 cars to our church parking lots!

Did you know...our Prime Time and Elevate
curriculum contains 2 Bible Story videos
each week and you can access these videos
from your home! Visit 252studio.tv/ and click
“Fun2Watch.”
Prime Time typically watches “252 Story”
and Elevate occasionally watches
“The So & So Show.”

2020 Youth Highlights
Ingomar Youth leads students in a growing
relationship with Jesus Christ, helping to strengthen
their faith. Despite the challenges faced in 2020,
our middle school and high school students have
remained actively involved in virtual and distanced
Youth Ministry. Here are just a few of the highlights:
• 15 Students/Adults participated in
Summer Serve Days
• 19 Students signed up for a “30 minutesa-day-with-God” devotional challenge
• 20 students in-person, and 10 families at home,
participated in “NerdCon,” a special Middle
School Event

Sundays
Catch the worship services live streaming on our
Ingomar Church YouTube Channel.

Blaze (4th & 5th Graders)

Zoom Meetings, Mondays from 6pm - 7:30pm
Email Miss Danielle for login information at
dseitz@ingomarchurch.org.

• 20 Families participated in an at-home Family
Challenge/Scavenger Hunt Night
• 49 Students attended our Fall Kick-Off Event
• 50 Middle School Students attended our spring
Neon Night Event (Pre-Covid)
• 60 Students have remained actively involved in
Virtual and Distanced Youth Ministry
Stay In Touch!
Please check your emails regularly and please sign
up for our remind messaging service for any last
minute changes. Text “iumcfish” (for high school) or
“iumcroot” (for middle school) to 81010.

Ingomar Child Enrichment Center (ICEC) News
With a new year comes a new
opportunity for growth at the
Ingomar Child Enrichment Center
(ICEC).

opens to the public. To see rates
for the school year, please visit
ingomarpreschool.org/registration.

This coming school year, we
anticipate having all classes open.
Register for 2021-2022!
Caring for and educating
In addition, we are adding a new
Registration for the 2021/2022
children in a loving environment
Kindergarten Program into our mix.
school year opens for current ICEC
If you have questions, please email Ashley
families and current members of Ingomar Church
Salsgiver at ashleys@ingomarchurch.org
on January 11. On January 13, registration

Mission Outreach Focus

HEARTH

Providing supportive services and housing that empowers homeless families

HEARTH offers transitional housing for women
given support and stability so that they can develop
and their children who are homeless and
and thrive, with many of the program participants
survivors of domestic
now moving on to graduate
violence or other
from high school,
trauma, providing a
go to college, obtain
range of supportive
employment and break
services and housing.
the cycle of poverty
The families live in
and homelessness that
onsite apartments
affected their families.
while completing a
Many volunteers from
program that gives
Ingomar
Church have
them the tools to get an Left: Expressing thanks for opportunities provided by HEARTH.
been
involved
with
education, employment
Right: HEARTH “store” offers necessary healthcare products.
HEARTH,
but
those
and to move into stable
opportunities are on hold due to the pandemic.
housing.
For now, please consider a monetary donation to
HEARTH provides a hand up, not a hand out.
support this important and successful organization.
They give parents the support they need so
For more information about HEARTH, please contact
that they can focus on learning how to become
Tara Maziarz at trmaziarz2hearth-bp.org, visit
financially independent. Parents are given access
hearth-bp.org, or call 412-366-9801 ext. 3913.
to resources to complete their education, attend
case management meetings, and learn self
You can give to this ministry through IConnect,
sufficiency and parenting skills. Children are
Give+, or text an amount to 412-504-7798 using
the code “hearth” – example: $100 hearth

Come and Pray
“Come, let us go up to the mountain
of the Lord, to the house of the God of
Jacob; that He May teach us concerning
His ways, that we may walk in His paths.”
Isaiah 2:3
Please join Tammy DeBonis for prayer on
Tuesday, January 5 at 6:30pm and / or
Thursday, January 21 at 11am. May we
learn from Him as we walk on His path
in prayer. Meet in the prayer room (1500
W Ingomar Rd. Room 201), with masks
and we will practice social distancing.
Call the church office 412-364-3613
or Tammy DeBonis 412-977-4516 with
prayer requests or if you would to join the
prayer team.

Mission Outreach News
The Mission Outreach Committee strives to spread
the word of God by promoting and supporting
opportunities for mission through education,
personal service, and financial support in order to
positively impact the lives of others.
This past year has been challenging because
one of our main fundraisers, the Rummage Sale,
was cancelled on both scheduled occasions in
2020. While we do not anticipate being able to
hold the Rummage Sale in the spring, a new and
different fundraising effort is in the works to raise
contributions for the organizations we support! We
hope to be able to restart in-person volunteering
in 2021 and look forward to helping with the
renovations of the Bethany House preschool and
after-school program facility.
Christmas Eve in the Northside
Special thanks to all who supported Christmas Eve
in the Northside at Daily Bread. Your generosity
enabled our team to provide a special meal, cookie
bags, and gift bags for 150 people in need.

Angel Tree Success!
We are pleased to
announce that ALL of
the Angel Tree gift tag
requests were fulfilled and
the gifts were brought to
the church in time for delivery. Very generous
gift choices were made and in many cases
more than one gift per child was purchased.
Many thanks to all who participated!
More Information
Learn about the various agencies supported
in the Monthly News Brief, Mission Focus
videos during worship, and at ingomarchurch.
org/serve/mission-outreach. Or email our
committee at missions@ingomarchurch.org.
You can give to our Mission Outreach ministry
using IConnect, Give+, or text an amount to
412-504-7798 using the code “missions” –
example: $100 missions.

Learn about SERVING OPPORTUNITIES in ICONNECT
Contact Matt Moudry via IConnect or mmoudry@ingomarchurch.org, or
call 412-364-3613 to find an opportunity that perfectly matches your gifts.

Our Volunteer Spotlight is on
Susan Gorham, a member of Ingomar
Church who has been volunteering here
since 2011.
She began volunteering at World Vision
with her son, Andy, in 2012. Since then
she has worked with the ERT team, the
Welcome Team, served as a caller when
the pandemic began and most recently
has begun working at The Hub.
Susy belongs to two small groups, and
has been active in others over the years.

She has two sons, and her first
granddaughter is due in March 2021.
Her favorite activities include hiking,
kayaking, biking, gardening, traveling,
reading, and spending time with friends.
Originally from Springfield, Ohio she
has lived in Indiana, Texas, Colorado,
France, New York and Pennsylvania.
She has Bachelor’s and Master’s
degrees in Geology.
Staff Parish Relations Committee
salutes Susan! Please offer her
a kind word of acknowledgment, as
she deserves a million thanks for her
service to Ingomar Church.

January 2021
Calling All Small Groups &
Facilitators
Please join Pastor Cyndi in January for a
2021 organization and support meeting for
current facilitators as well as for anyone
who would potentially like to learn to be a
facilitator in the coming year.
Discussion topics will include:
• Planning
• Discipleship
• Evangelism
• Website promotion
• Matthew Parties
Proposed dates are: Saturday, Jan. 23 at
10am or Sunday, Jan. 24 at 3pm. Please
email cbloise@ingomarchurch.org to let
her know your best date for gathering. Find
more details at ingomarchurch.org.

Church Family
Sympathy to:

The family and friends of Judith Hood
who passed on November 19
Scott and Sarah Krushinski and family
on the passing of Sarah’s father,
Dr. William McGraw on December 9

Sanctuary Flowers
Given to the glory of God
January 3
Deborah & Keith Rust in memory of
Deborah’s father, Gordon W. Warnke
January 10
The Frantz Family in memory of Kathy Frantz
January 17
The family of Lee Chandler in memory of Lee
January 24
Francis Sharlow in memory of his son Kirk

• Pastor Greg Cox • Pastor Cyndi Bloise
• Pastor Dennis Henley
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Ingomar Church – A Church OF Small Groups
More about Discipleship and Evangelism from Pastor Cyndi

In her book, “Out of the Saltshaker and Into the
World,” Rebecca Manley Pippert writes, “Christians
and non-Christians have one thing in common: They
both hate evangelism.”

Our small groups help to form new relationships
with those people by becoming their spiritual family.

who he is.

Ingomar Church is a church made up of many small
groups that do the work of discipleship AND organic
evangelism. Please join us in this life-changing
work, either as a small group participant or maybe
as a group facilitator.

Directional Emphasis
The old model presents an opportunity to make
Nothing can make a church member squirm more
a decision for Christ before inviting people to our
than hearing someone say, “If you don’t share your
church. In the new model, we invite people into
faith at least once per week, you should question your relationship with a spiritual group. The expectation is
salvation!” Despite the guilt felt from hearing this,
that they will learn to know and love Christ through
most of us don’t respond by intentionally sharing our us, which then can lead to their discovery that they
faith more often.
have come to believe in and love Jesus. Net fishing
offers a deeper, everlasting faith decision. First
Application in the Context of Small Groups
there is relationship, love and prayer, followed by a
Some think that small groups exist only for the
purpose of gathering to learn more about God and to discovery that they believe in Christ.
grow in faith together. What if I told you that a second Defining the Goal
purpose is to reach out to the lost as part of a team? The goal is not to get more people in the pews and
Looking at “old school” evangelism and what Jesus more offering in the plates. The goal is to make
and the disciples did to “make fishers of men” often disciples of Jesus who make disciples of Jesus.
includes a hook that sounds an awful lot like a sales In the process we might see higher attendance,
pitch, most often scaring most of the fish away. Jesus membership and giving as a result. But we need to
doesn’t need us to sell him. Jesus needs us to show keep first things (making disciples) first.
The new model for evangelism is more like fishing
with a net (as the first disciples also did). Small
groups that are good at net fishing pray often for lost
friends, neighbors, family members and co-workers.
They choose to love these people by serving them as
a team or inviting them to gatherings (not in-person
until we are safe, though). We “evangelize” by letting
them experience Christ through the small groups.

In January, we will have an updated list of small
group offerings on our website. If you are interested,
please reply and someone in the church office will
get back to you.

Quick Notes
Amazon Smile for Year-Round Shopping
When you shop online at smile.amazon.com,
Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible
purchases to Ingomar Church Mission Outreach.
Simply go to smile.amazon.com. Select Ingomar
United Methodist Church as your charitable
organization, and then begin your normal Amazon
shopping at smile.amazon.com.
It’s That Time of Year...
January is a time when people tend to start new
things. Some start a new diet or new exercise
program, commit to do more reading or devotions, or
just relax more. If you are making recurring electronic
gifts to Ingomar Church through IConnect or Vanco,
then it is also a time for you to create a new recurring
gift. Your contributions in 2020 were allocated to
2020 Operations and your 2020 Estimate of Giving.
In 2021, you will need to start a new transaction to
allocate your donations towards 2021 Operations
and your 2021 Estimate of Giving. If you need help
with creating a new transaction or cancelling your

old one, please contact Joyce Barksdale or Chub
Dietz at 412-364-3613 or at generosity@
ingomarchurch.org.
Haven’t tried electronic giving yet? Didn’t send
in that Estimate of Giving Card that’s still on
your kitchen table? Well, it’s not too late to do
either of those. You can start, stop or change an
electronic gift at any time, and the Generosity and
Finance committees, would still greatly appreciate
receiving your 2021 Estimate of Giving card.
You can contact Joyce or Chub if you need help
with these too (412-364-3613 or generosity@
ingomarchurch.org). Happy New Year!
Mission Focus Update!
In our September 2020 Mission Focus for Hair
Peace Charities, Bonny Diver talked about
Maddy, a young girl with rectal cancer and told
a compelling story about wig shopping with her
mom. As of this week Maddy received a Christmas
gift that will never be forgotten. New results show
that she is cancer free! Praise God!

