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Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty. Good
Morning Church!
Let us pray:
It is with joy and anticipation, O Lord that we come into your presence to worship and to grow.
You have called us to this place each for our own particular reason. Open us to your Spirit and
to your word that our lives might be shaped and changed. Convict, renew, and restore us we
pray in the hopeful anticipation of your coming into our lives. In this season of advent, we wait
for you. This we pray in the powerful name of our savior, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
One of the longstanding realities of anyone traveling with small children on a trip of any
distance, is that oft heard phrase from the back seat. You set off on your journey and regardless
of how long it may take to arrive at your destination, there is that question that comes from the
back seat about 20 minutes into the journey - “Are we there yet?”
All of us, regardless of station, position or age, know it’s true because we have either all said it at
one time in our lives, or have been the one driving.
It’s hard to be patient, isn’t it? The anticipation of arrival, the cramped feeling of being stuck in
the middle seat for an 8 hour journey, or simply the expectation and anticipation of finally
making it home after being away for so long. “Are we there yet?”
Call it a variation on a theme, but one of the other phrases in our household, or shall I say car, is
“how long will it take to get there?” For the past 8 years serving on Conference Staff, when I
was going to travel to any number of our 820 churches in Western Pennsylvania, I would ask the
girls if they wanted to come with me. Inevitably, the question and ultimate determining factor
was, “how long will it take to get there?” It always seemed like 30 minutes was an
insurmountable threshold.
A few years ago, after a long day at my sister’s house in Bridgeville, we began our short journey
home. As we were passing the Crafton Exit on 79, from the back seat we heard with great
excitement, “We’re so Close!” With great curiosity in our mind, our only response was “Close
to what?” Elisabeth then said, “Home!” To which we had to say, “we’re not even close to home
yet.” Apparently, one of the hotels along the highway reminded her of one that we pass when we
exit in Cranberry - to her, everything that she knew and anticipated looked very familiar.
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I think we all feel that way sometimes. There are signs in our lives that make us think we really
are closer than we are and our hopes and anticipation of arrival. Even though you see that sign
as you cross the boarder, home is often many hours away.
I think that our anticipation of the arrival of Christ feels like that. The arrival of the one who will
restore our lives is this close, we can feel it, we can taste it, yet in many ways its so far off.
We are now in the third/fourth week in Advent and our anticipation is rising for we are
continuing to hear these messages of why Jesus Came and why it was important and necessary.
Its so close that we can taste it.
In our first two weeks of this message series, we shared messages that reminded us that Jesus
came to be a model of servanthood and to really remind us that he came to serve and not be
served. In that model of servanthood we received a great gift from this messianic king because
he came to give his life as a ransom for many. The model of the suffering servant prepares us for
the arrival of the one who became his strongest at his point of absolute weakness.
We also heard that Jesus Came to seek and to save the lost. Wrapped up in this message about
Zaccheaus is a reminder that we are all like Zaccheaus, we are broken and lost for so many
reasons. Jesus came to find us and to save us regardless of how it is that we find ourselves in our
present condition.
Pastor Dennis talked about Jesus being the way to the Father. I loved the image of going on a
trip with a guide and seeing all the things along the way that you might have missed had you not
been with that guide. Jesus is that guide and shows us the way.
Today, we look at Jesus as a servant who would deliver the world from bondage and sin - he is
the chosen one, the delight of the world, the righteous ruler who would bring about a new heaven
and a new earth. Today, we look at how Jesus coming shows us what the kingdom of God looks
like.
But to get there, we have to go back to a beginning and the beginning of the journey to
understand why. Leading in the sixty first chapter of the book of Isaiah reminds us that things
are probably not they way that God intended them. Life may not be what God intended and
things are really at their lowest. Readers and listeners to this prophet message of a messianic age
where not only in a state of disrepair, but in a place of shambles. It was a time of chaos if you
will - foreign invaders were coming and they were coming fast. This was all at the time of the
rise of the assyrian empire and the decline of both the kingdoms of Israel and Judah. Isaiah was
foreshadowing an exile into babylon, Things were not the way that the people of God wanted
them to be and so the prophet was sharing a message of hope and deliverance.
So if they are at their lowest point in this story of prophetic hope, what got them to this place.
The truth is that we could spend an entire year going over this story with a series of messages
walking through the old testament - so maybe we need just the “nut shell version.”
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The story of God’s chosen people begins very simply with the call in Abrams life to start off on a
new journey and go to a new place. God promised him that if he were to be in relationship with
him, he would make for him an everlasting covenant and his people would be as numerous as the
stars. Abram, or Abraham made that covenant with God and life with God began in the right
direction. But as you know, because we have this thing called “free will” and we are free to
make as many stupid decisions as we want, the people of God slowly began to stray. The
entirety of the story is about covenant making and covenant breaking. God reminds us of our sin
and brokenness and God restores. And it seems that the people of God, you and I included,
continue to make promises and then break them again.
God gives us his rule of law, and rules are meant to be followed, they are given to us to make
our lives a blessing. Discipline and order are there to bring out the best in us, but rules are meant
to be broken aren’t they? Judges come along to be arbiters and settle disputes. But the people
think it would be better to have a king.
The people of God continue to fall away, thinking that they have a better idea of what might
bring them life. Life gets out of hand and the monarchy begins to crumble.
The story of covenant becomes complicated and the prophets speak out, but also promise a
different future.
So I move back to what I said a few minutes earlier when talking about the present situation that
Isaiah finds himself in. Things are getting bad. They are going from bad to worse and he shares
just a glimmer of hope.
The story of God’s people isn’t just a story about other people or some ancient story that has no
bearing on our lives. It really is a story about us and about our own present situation. It’s a story
and a reminder and a prophetic message that our lives are not entirely what God intended for us,
but in spite of that present reality - there is an offer of hope and salvation. And that’s exactly
what Jesus came to do - to show us that future, and to show us the kingdom of God.
Isaiah 61 is sometimes referred to an example of a servant song. And the song or poem talks
about a righteous new world where God reigns, Jesus as servant comes to comfort those that
mourn. This servant song is reflected in Luke chapter four when Jesus comes to proclaim good
news to those who are suffering, to the poor and to bind up those who are broken hearted. There
is release for captives, there is light shining into the darkness, there is favor in peoples lives
In this restoration, there is an acknowledgement that the people of God are blessed. All of God’s
people will wear garments of beauty and the itchy sackcloth of mourning will be replace. Oils
and sweet fragrances will be poured over peoples heads for a day of celebration is near. God is
the holy one of Israel and he will redeem his people.
Imagine what it might be like when ancient cities are restored and the places of devastation are
rebuilt, strangers and foreigners will works side by side and we will be called servants of the
most high. The people of God will be blessed and all will see it.
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Restoration is a complicated term for us to consider when we talk about God restoring.
Sometimes when we think about restoration, we think about better times as what they used to be,
maybe times in the past that can no longer be returned to us.
In communities throughout Western Pennsylvania, there are folks that remember different times,
maybe better times. Little steel towns, or coal towns that drew people from all over to shop and
to be entertained. Spending time in Titusville and even in Beaver Falls, there were often
discussions about what those towns used to be when Cytemp or even B&W Steel were working
three shifts a day. Poeple talk about restoration as somehow moving back to what it used to be but maybe the best to come isn’t a simple reflection of what used to be.
Maybe a better way of thinking about restoration is to understand being brought back to a state
of being that was intended in the first place. Maybe restoring a car back from the rust and ruin of
a life of recklessness driving is a good image. To restore a car to its original intention, the way
it was created and engineered when it first rolled off the assembly line would be a good image.
For us - advent is a time of looking forward to restoration. For it is in Jesus Coming that God
will restore the earth and God’s people to the glory of the Holy one of Israel. God’s full and
complete restoration of his Kingdom and of you and I will be in his everlasting covenant.
Isaiah’s vision is about a world that is restored to a place God originally intended in creation.
Jesus Christ came to bring about a kingdom that is bringing life and abundance in access to that
kingdom. When I think about that full restoration, I often think about the world’s water crisis
and how it is that through the power of Christ who is in us.
According to recent studies, more than 663 million people lack the needed access to clean safe
drinking water. It’s further estimated that 1000 children die each day from water born illnesses
and disease from drinking that water from unsafe sources and the lack of basic sanitation
resulting from that lack of water. A stagering statistic in my mind is that nearly 80% of all
deaths in rural parts of the world are related to water scarcity and water born illnesses.
To make things worse, women and young girls often bear the greatest burden in securing water,
even from contaminated sources, spending nearly 200 million hours collectively in that work.
That time spent securing water removes them from education and other opportunities and further
replicates the cycle of poverty in communities.
In spite of some communities having access to health or clinical facilities - some women who are
giving birth in developing nations have to provide their own water the birth of their child.
Providing access to water not only in communities but also near birthing clinics provides for a
basic necessity and a new start for waiting mothers and families.
Access to clean water is a game changer! This year, Ingomar Church is participating in a project
that provides much needed water and in a small way being a part of a restoration ministry that
Christ is bringing in this advent and Christmas Season. A gift of a well and storage towers, solar
powered pumps and plumping will directly resource and restore a clinic in Uganda - and thereby
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drastically reduce the numbers of deaths in and around that clinic. WE can and will make life
better for as many as 5000 people living in and around that clinic with our Christmas offering.
Jesus came into our lives to show us the full restoration and indwelling of the kingdom of God.
The kingdom proclaimed will bring restoration and joy to the people of God regardless of where
they are.
But here’s the catch - full restoration and salvation of the earth will only come through a
relationship with the God who seeks to redeem us and to change us. It is the willingness for us
in our brokenness to be restored and to heal. In order to really be changed, there needs to be a
brokenness within us that allows the holy one of Isreal to bring about real change in us.
Christmas is almost here. Christ is almost here. We are so close, aren’t we. We are so close to
the place where we can finally welcome the kingdom and Jesus into our lives.
In the name of the one who brings peace. Amen.
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