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I am reading a new book. It is a book written by a pastor, Andy Stanley and
its title is “Irresistible.” In the introduction to the book, Andy Stanley tells about
visiting China and touring an American leather goods factory. After the two-hour
tour the participants gathered back in the owner’s office for a recap.
A Chinese woman in her twenties who accompanied them on the tour but
did not know who Andy Stanley was, nor did she know he was a Christian, asked
if he was a pastor. She recognized his voice from a CD of his sermons that a
friend had given her a few years before. He admitted he was a pastor. She asked
another question, “Why doesn’t everyone in America go to Church?”
Stanley writes,
“How do you explain thousands of empty churches to a
young lady who would ride two hours to attend a church in
another town? A young lady who would be there every time
the door was opened, if there was a door to open. The Bible
study she attended was part of a network of underground
churches, what the Chinese government refers to as
unregistered churches. Her participation put her at risk.
Owning a Bible put her at risk. Talking about attending
church in front of her boss put her at risk.” P. 14 “Irresistible”
“Why doesn’t everybody in America go to church?” was her question. Andy
Stanley asked himself, “Why is the church so resistible?”
Andy Stanley wrote a book called “Irresistible.” I am reading the book
critically. That means I am digesting it slowly enough to evaluate his use of
scripture and analyze his theology. Remember he is trying to discover why the
American church is so resistible. I am halfway through the book.
Early in the book Stanley mentions God’s call to Abraham.
“Leave your country, your people and your father’s household and go
to the land I will show you.
I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you;

I will make your name great and you will be a blessing.
I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses
you, I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed
through you.”
Gen. 12:1-3
This was the beginning of the Jewish people. This moment is where God
establishes a group of people who believe in the one and only true God, a people
devoted to him who would be blessed and protected by him for one main purpose –
to be a blessing to others. To Abraham and these people, God says,
“And all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”
The Old Testament is the history of God’s chosen people to live into God’s
mission for them. It is not easy for them. They fail often. They frequently get offtrack, become self-centered and lose their sense of mission.
When Jesus came upon the scene, he took up the mission that all people
everywhere would be blessed through God’s people. He continued God’s plan.
After his temptation in the wilderness, Jesus entered the synagogue in Nazareth
and read from the prophet Isaiah.
“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed
me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to
proclaim freedom for prisoners and recovery of sight for
the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the acceptable
year of the of the Lord’s favor.”
Lk. 4:18-19
He rolled up the scroll, handed it to an attendant, and then said to them,
“Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” Lk. 4:21
Jesus continued his mission that the world would be blessed by the people of
God. When he departed this world he gave us the church, the collection of beliefs,
the gathering of God’s people to continue the mission: to bless the world by
leading the world to an awareness of God and Jesus and their love for the world.
People flocked to the church as it began. The book of Acts says that in one
day 3000 people were added to their gathering.
Acts 2:42 describes what it was like.
They devoted themselves to the apostle’s teaching and to the
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone
was filled with awe and many wonders and miraculous signs
were done by the apostles. All the believers were together and

had everything in common. Selling their possessions and goods,
they gave to anyone as he had need. Every day they continued
to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their
homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and
enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their
number daily those who were being saved.
Acts 2:42-47
It was an I can’t wait to get there experience.
It sounds pretty great, right? It sounds irresistible, don’t you agree? So why
is the church so resistible today? Well, I am only halfway through the book so I do
not have all the answers. I think part of it has to do with churches being primarily
concerned with themselves. Churches often become overly concerned with those
who belong, those who are on the inside and they are not as concerned for those
who are on the outside. Inside – important not more important – not less important.
I think churches sometimes turn a deaf ear to the words of Jesus and instead seek
to do and be what is best for them. Sometimes churches become more concerned
with their own survival instead of seeking to thrive by venturing into new areas of
ministry. When they decide to pull back, this is usually a deadly decision. They
begin to decline.
Churches become resistible when they fail to keep Christ at their center and
when they fail to teach their people to do the same. Here is another Christmas
illustration. How many of you grew up with or this Christmas had an electric train
underneath your Christmas tree? I grew up with one. Once everything is all set-up
and working properly, which is no small feat, what is the number one problem
faced by most people; it is why mothers and dads do not let three and four yearolds run the train by themselves? Number one concern? Anyone? Keeping the
train on the track. If it goes too fast, it will jump the track. It is hard putting
everything back on the track. Small children cannot do it. What is even worse is
when it jumps the track and it is on the back of the platform against the wall behind
the Christmas tree. That is when you fix it and say, “Ok, let’s play with something
else. Mr. Train needs to rest for a while!”
Sometimes the church gets off track. Sometimes we Christians get off track
as well. We get back on track when we re-center our lives on Jesus, when we
allow Jesus to be in the center of our lives and at the center of our church.
So here we are in the midst of a series of messages about leading a

Christ-centered life. Last week Pastor Dennis spoke of Jesus as the source of our
lives. It is He in whom we live and move and have our being. The week before I
said that the Christ-centered life Jesus is the motivation for what we do. We will
hear from Pastor Greg next week as he shares about the main goal of the
Christ-centered life.
Today I want to focus on hope, the hope that is ours in a life that is centered
on Christ. When Jesus is allowed to function in the center of our lives we have an
increased awareness, a greater sensitivity and a deeper sense of understanding.
(Suddenly everything that happens is not just about us.)
Living a Christ-centered life means that we have hope. If someone were to
ask you, what is your hope in Jesus, what hope do you have because of Jesus, you
might correctly answer by mentioning your salvation. Thanks to Jesus your sins
are forgiven and you have the hope contained in the promise of eternal life with
Jesus when your days on earth come to an end. That is a good answer.
If that is the only answer then perhaps that is why many people believe it is
okay to wait awhile before they invite Jesus into their lives and accept him as their
Savior because they have so much more of their lives to live. In most cases, they
are correct about how much more time they have before they die, although no one
knows for sure.
Living a Christ-centered life provides more hope than the hope of eternal life
alone. Being Christ-centered means that we become people of hope, hope in the
Lord. We become those who renew their strength, those who soar on wings like
eagles, those who run and do not grow weary, those who walk and do not grow
faint.
People who live lives with Jesus at the center have the hope, the confidence,
the assurance that Jesus is always with me. We need to believe that fact! We need
to trust in Jesus’ presence.
I had an interesting, perhaps even a profound experience this past
Wednesday morning in my devotional time. As I have said before I have a prayer
pattern that I follow. It corresponds to the word ACTS. It stands for adoration,
which is praise, confession, thanksgiving and supplication, which is petitioning or
requests. Wednesday morning after reading scripture, I went through my prayer
plan. When I came to supplication, where I present my list of asks to the Lord, I
began to say, “Lord I pray that you will be with me. I pray that you will

accompany me through everything I will face in my life today. I pray that you will
forgive me for my sins. I pray that you will strengthen me, that you will encourage
me… comfort me when I am weary.” Then I stopped for a moment. It was as if
Jesus suddenly said to me, “I do all that! You have all that! “Don’t you know
that?” You see I was in the midst of preparing a message lifting-up the hope that is
present in the lives of people who enable Jesus to be at the center of their lives.
There I was, professing to be a person who had Christ in the center of my life but I
was praying like a person who did not have Jesus at the center at all.
My prayer said,
“Lord I pray that you will be with me
I pray that you will watch over me
I pray that you will strengthen me …”
In a very real sense I was praying,
“Lord I hope that you will be with me
I hope you will watch over me
I hope that you will strengthen me…”
But I already have this hope. I already have this hope. I am certain of this:
Lord, I know that you will be with me.
I know that you will watch over me.
I know that you will give me strength.
So I prayed that way and my prayer was so refreshing. So encouraging.
So confident.
You see living a Christ-centered life means that we have hope that only
Jesus can provide, and we have it here and now, every day, in all things.
We have hope so we can face the everyday experiences of life.
We have hope as we encounter obstacles and difficulties.
We have hope that when we face hard questions in life we can resource
God’s wisdom to lead us to the right answer.
We have hope that when we feel overwhelmed and drained of our energy
that Christ Jesus will give us strength.
We have hope that when we are feeling all alone, that when we feel like we
are the only person in the world facing what we are facing that Jesus is right there
beside us, going through it with us.

