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Good morning everyone! What a great day for us to be together! It is Easter! We are here to
celebrate the resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Jesus provides for our redemption
through his death and resurrection. Through him we receive forgiveness for sins, sins we have
committed in the past; sins we are currently guilty of committing and sins that we will commit in the
future. By providing for our forgiveness, Jesus removes any barriers that might exist between God and
us such that we are accepted by God. Through Jesus we have the hope and promise of eternal life, that
when our days on earth come to an end a new life begins with Jesus in the kingdom of heaven.
We are here today to celebrate all of that. That is the reason we are here. How did you get
here? What made you come? Who made you come? What is the reason that you came?
I would like to suggest that there are four possible reasons why you came to celebrate Easter
today. Let us see which one works for you.
Reason #1 – you did not have a choice. This applies to children who are infants sleeping in car
seats even while I am speaking, children asleep in their parents’ arms, children in preschool, elementary
school, middle school and some, perhaps most high school age children.
Originally, I called this category those who were ordered and expected to be in church today
because that was the case in my life. I was ordered to be in church not just on Easter but every Sunday
until I was 18 years of age and then some. My father would say, “Your place on Sunday mornings is in
church, with me. I expect you to be there.”
I imagine there may have been some pushback between teenagers and parents about attending
today. Moms and dads may have wanted the entire family to be present today while some may have
responded, “Do I have to? I don’t want to go!” For that matter maybe there was push back between
spouses today as well. By the way, I did not need to order Pastor Greg, Pastor Dennis, Don Megahan or
Howard Moser to be here.
Some of us may still feel like we are being ordered or expected to be here even though the
person who insisted we attend is no longer living or no longer living with us. Guilt is a powerful thing. I
might have used that with my own family this week, just a bit.
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Reason #2 – I was asked or invited to come. Perhaps you are beyond the age of parental control
… wait, is there really such a thing? … and your mother asked you to come to church with her. Perhaps
you are dating someone and he or she invited you to come. Maybe you are married to someone who
comes regularly and he or she told you it would really mean a lot to them if you came to church with
them today. Maybe a neighbor gave you an invitation card and you said yes.
You may have been asked by a parent, a son or daughter, a boy friend or girl friend or just a
friend, or a neighbor. Maybe that is the reason you came. I am so glad you did. Don’t you feel better
now that you have come? Sure you do. I do!
Reason #3 – I just felt like coming. Do you remember being a kid, doing something stupid like
hitting your little sister or stepping on the dog’s tail or touching wet paint when you were specifically
told not to touch it? Do you remember your response when your mom or dad asked you why you did
that? You said “ I dunno! Just felt like it? No reason!”
Saying you just felt like coming means you may not have put a lot of thought into why you came.
You may have come on impulse. It could mean that, deep down inside, you really felt like you wanted to
be in church on Easter, that you should be in church on Easter.
Maybe you grew up going to church. Maybe there was a time in your life when you were once
very close to Jesus, very much aware of God’s presence in the world. Perhaps you miss that and you
would like to get back there.
Maybe you do not have a further explanation as to why you felt like it. Perhaps it was just a
nudge. Can we explore that a little more?
I believe that the spirit of God dwells in each one of us. It or He never gives up on us and is
always trying to make his presence known to be in each of us. He continuously tries to draw us closer to
God, because life is better when Jesus is at the center of our lives. When we are nudged to move in the
direction of God it is that spirit of God that does that nudging.
Every Sunday morning without fail, we pray for you to come. We do not pray for you by name
but God knows who we are talking about. We pray for people who might come here for the very first
time and for those who might return after being away for a while. We are praying that God will nudge
you to come and you will feel that nudge and you will show up. So, when you show up, when you come
through our doors, when you come into one of our worship services, we believe you are an answer to
our prayers. So we are glad that you yielded to the nudge.
Reason #4 -- as to why you came today – wild horses could not have kept you away. You have
to be here and nothing could stop you from being here today on Easter.
In 1971 The Rolling Stones published a song called “Wild Horses.” “Wild Horses couldn’t keep
me away” was the key phrase. What I discovered was that this song addressed the struggle the Rolling
Stones faced when they were on tour, and it was Easter Sunday and they wanted to be in a church
somewhere. They always found a church on Easter. Wild horses could not keep them away.
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Yea, that’s not true. I made that up just to see if you were still with me.
Some of you are here today because you simply must be worshipping God on Easter and you
must be in church. There are lots of things you are going to do today including enjoying and maybe
providing an Easter feast and spending time with family and friends but nothing is more important to
you today than rejoicing with your fellow believers that the tomb was empty and Jesus was alive. You
are here to thank God for his Son and thank Jesus for his sacrifice and praise God for the resurrection
while our souls breathe a collective sigh of relief. Our souls breathe a collective sigh of relief because
their future is assured. If you believe in Jesus Christ and accept for yourself what he has done for you,
then that promise of life after death, that promise of eternal life is yours.
During this season of Lent we spent each Sunday focusing on a specific day of Holy Week. We
started with Palm Sunday where Jesus entered Jerusalem with palm branches waving. We considered
his visit to the temple when he upset the tables. We reviewed he plot to betray him, the betrayl and his
arrest and trial, his scourging and crucifixion.
Last Sunday while considering the arrest of Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane, I mentioned
that when they took Jesus into custody that Peter used his sword to whack-off the ear of the servant of
the high priest. Do you know of that incident? Do you remember how Jesus responded?
“Put your sword back in it’s place.” Jesus said to Peter. “Do you think I cannot call on my Father,
and he will at once put at my disposal more than 12 legions of angels?” (That’s 72,000 angels)
Wouldn’t that have been cool? When I was little but old enough to understand and I heard this
part for the first time, I wished he would have done that. But he does not do that. Going on in the text
he explains why.
“But how then, (if I do that) would the scriptures be fulfilled that say it must happen this way?”
In other words, this is what the prophets predicted. This was God’s idea. This is God’s carefully
designed way to provide for our salvation, for our forgiveness of sin, for our eternal life. It is how we get
to God.
John wrote in his gospel,
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only son, that whoever believes in
Him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but to save the world through him.
John 3:16
And Jesus said “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me.”
John 14:6
And Peter said,
“Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name, under heaven given to
mankind by which we must be saved” except for the name of Jesus
Acts 4:12
3

Listen carefully friends. There is a God up there, out there somewhere who knows your
name. He knows exactly who you are. This God who is the one and only God who desires a
relationship with you. God wants to be in your life.
This God is searching for you. Reaching out to you. He is continuing to pursue you so
that when we pray for you to come he knows exactly who we are praying about even though we
do not know who we are praying about. God continues to work to make that happen – for you
to say yes to God and for you to allow him into your life, for you to allow him to do life with you.
God continues to work in you to make you want a relationship with him. That is what that
nudge is all about.
God has been planning and preparing throughout history to bring all of humanity into a
relationship with him. And the plan comes to perfect completion when Jesus was raised from
the dead. God seeks a relationship with all men and women of creation. And you and I are on his
list. It’s all in place now. We just need to say yes.
Today at our home, we will celebrate the resurrection of Jesus with an Easter feast. We
will have ham. We will have cheesy potatoes and everyone will take a second helping of those.
We will have fresh green beans and asparagus. We will have homemade applesauce – 3 kinds of
apples that I peeled myself (No hockey!) My wife has baked a red raspberry pie that will be
awesome. And we’ll have Breyer’s all natural vanilla ice cream as well.
When our family comes to eat today, they won’t need to make anything or bring
anything. They only need to bring themselves.
So it is with God and Jesus. God has done everything, provided everything. He has given
his son and on Easter he has raised his son from the dead. Jesus lives and it’s all for us. It all
comes together at Easter. Your salvation and redemption is assured. You don’t need to make
anything or bring anything. You only need to bring yourself.
Can you feel the nudge? Everything is prepared for you.

And now let’s celebrate what God has done for us.
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