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Let us pray:
We lift our hearts up to you O Lord as we prepare ourselves for your Word. Your love reaches
to the heavens and your faithfulness to the skies. Your righteousness is like the mighty
mountains and your justice is deeper than the great oceans. We know in our hearts that you
preserve us with your love and your grace and know that your unfailing love is priceless. Help
us to take refuge in the shadow of your wings and feast on the abundance of your house. We
pray in a simple way that you would continue your love for those who know you, the righteous
and upright in heart and bring all to your care and mercy. We pray knowing that you are not
done with us, in Jesus name. Amen.

One of my greatest joys in ministry is being able to celebrate in the sacraments, particularly
when I am able to walk with families and young people in the sacrament of baptism.
Last fall, my niece and nephew gave me the great honor of baptizing not one but two of their
children. Honor may not be right word for the emotion and great privilege that I feel any time
that I am standing before a congregation - but holding my great niece and lifting up my not so
small great nephew and baptizing them in the name of Jesus brought a depth of emotion for
which I was not quite prepared.
Last week, I was also caught off guard when baptizing one of our newest little ones during our
contemporary service- Reed Hammerton Mountain. Saying those words of baptism, I felt my
breath being taken in that moment. I baptize you in the name of the father, and of the son, and
of the Holy Spirit.
Today we have that same opportunity to witness and share in a great gift as we welcomed yet
another child into the fold, Isabelle _________ Christianson.
What a privilege to begin a journey with one of God’s chosen and precious children and
ultimately with all of us when we journey together in faith.
Familiar words are spoken when we baptize children and a reminder that Baptism is an outward
sign of an inward and spiritual grace. Outward - water and words, hands laid on a child’s head reminding us and showing us something that we cannot always see - and that is God’s great
love, God’s grace, God’s mercy and movement into our lives.
In Baptism, we are initiated into Christ's holy Church, We are incorporated into God's mighty
acts of salvation and given new birth through water and the Spirit. We acknowledge that all of
this is God's gift, it is not something that we do, but it is God’s great gift offered to us without
price.
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Baptism is a starting point for faith and faith development - but is very tempting to believe that it
all ends there - our lives are taken care of and we’ve placed a boundary around our lives that
will protect us no matter what.
When discussing high and lofty theological concepts - it’s easy to get lost in the language and
the particulars and somehow losing the simplicity of what it is that we believe. Our theology of
baptism is quite complex and yet in a sincere way - it is just so simple.
When talking about baptism, I often say that baptism is God’s way of inviting us into a journey of
faith. It’s the beginning of the journey and setting us up for success. We are washed both
spiritually and literally of our past offense in sin, we die to our old selves and we rise with Christ
into a new life.
But it’s not our final ticket. You can also say that Baptism in our Wesleyan heritage is neither
necessary nor sufficient. If something where to happen to us before we are baptized - God’s
grace and mercy are greater than even us and God’s prevenient grace - the grace that is
working in and through us even before we know it - can save us. I think of that statement
particularly during the difficult circumstances of childbirth and families who endure tragedy
before a child is baptized.
And it is not sufficient. The most simple way of saying this is just because you are baptized
doesn’t mean that you have it all settled, that there isn’t more to do, that you are impervious to
the sin of the world in your life and you have some magic bubble surrounding you. WE have
work to do as a people of faith as we come to know Jesus as our personal savior - and we walk
alongside others to know Jesus more and to become more and more perfect in his likeness.
Here at Ingomar Church, we exist to reach people with the Good News of Jesus Christ and
together to become fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ. If you listen really close to those
words, they embody our belief in baptism knowing that we are invited into relationship with
Jesus Christ. But look further into that statement and you will hear the connection to the entire
phrase - “Together”. We reach people - and together, together we become fully devoted
followers of Jesus Christ. WE are all in this journey together, growing, learning, serving,
worshipping, giving - and becoming more fully devoted to Christ.
It is not just a catch phrase around here - but we truly believe that life is better with Jesus at the
center of our lives. When we place Jesus at the center of our being - it doesn’t mean that life’s
turmoil will suddenly disappear - but that in Jesus we are able to move through the challenges
together - knowing that in the end, God’s grace and mercy will embody us.
Last week we celebrated Confirmation at Ingomar Church and what I love about Confirmation is
that it is an extension of our baptismal covenant. It is through confirmation and through
reaffirmation of faith that we renew the covenant that was initiated in our baptism, we
acknowledge what God is doing in our lives and we reaffirm our commitment to Christ’s Holy
Church.
In membership in the church- we take on for ourselves the baptismal covenant that was made
sometimes on our behalf - and we publicly profess and confess all that we believe in Christ
Jesus. We are NOT saying that we’ve crossed the finish line and we are done. We do not say
that we have it all figured out and don’t need anyone else to help us in our journey, and we are
not saying that our service to God has been paid.
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We are saying that we believe. We are saying that in our belief - we want to enter into
relationship with others here at Ingomar Church so that Together we can become fully devoted
followers of Jesus Christ.
And when we say yes to Jesus and when we say yes to the church, we do so with some sense
of knowing we will need help along the way. I think that’s why I love the passage that we read
today from Paul’s letter to the people in Philippi.
Paul - a prisoner for Christ - both literally and figuratively - is writing to those in a prosperous
Roman colony to remind them of their position in the church and their heavenly citizenship. Paul
doesn’t use lofty or confusing references from the Old Testament - but he shares Jesus and
confesses to us as readers that there is a way of Christian living that gives life.
Paul writes to encourage, to thank, to exhort and command as well as to warn the young
believers about persons who will offer false teaching. Paul wants to offer them the Joy of living
in Christ and remind them that God isn’t done with them yet.
I love those words and they are ones that ring true in so many facets of our lives. Paul is
confident of this - that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the
day of Jesus Christ.
And Paul’s words and prayer for the early church are what we pray not only for all of us, but for
those that are confirming their faith today.
1. That we would continue to abound more and more in the knowledge and depth of insight.
What is he saying there? He is encouraging us all to continue to study and ask questions,
to jump into and immerse yourself in God’s Words. Don’t let God’s Word return empty - but
allow it to seep into your very being.
Now I know that’s easier said than done. Being a teenager or even for that matter an adult in
today’s prosperous roman colony of the Northern Allegheny County - it is sometimes easier said
than done. But jumping in isn’t about doing it alone - but doing it tougher and in community.
Life really is better when we understand what God is saying to us and living our lives through
His grace.
2. Paul then goes on to say that you might discern what is best so that you might be blameless
when Christ comes.
Discernment - that’s a funny word. Discernment is about making the right judgements. It’s about
going into situations in life and being able to see things beyond what they are. It’s about asking
the Holy Spirit to help you make decisions, not just the difficult decisions in life but also the easy
ones. Perception - that innate feeling in the depth of your bones about what you know to be
true and right - and then having the courage to follow along - so that you might be pure and
blameless.
Discernment isn’t always easy.
3. And then Paul prays that you will be full of the fruit of righteousness that comes through
Jesus Christ.
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I’ve said before that righteousness or righteous often gets a bad name because so often we so
easily bleed into a self-righteousness and movement toward our own self will and our own ideas
and perceptions become sanctimonious.
But that’s not what righteousness is. Righteousness is being and standing in the full will of God,
living into it, so that others might see.
And that’s where the fruit comes in. Some of you know that Paul talks about that in the book of
Galatians and reminds us that the fruit of the spirit are love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.
It really is Paul’s prayer that all of us, all of our lives, everything that we do - might be done to
glorify God. It really isn’t about us at all - it’s about God.
At the end of today, I think that it is tempting for any of us, particularly those who are already
members to believe that we can coast through being a member. But if there is one thing that I
take away from the scripture today is that your spiritual journey is just continuing, and you are
stepping up to the starting line.
Some of you know that my favorite scripture comes from the Book of Hebrews. Therefore since
we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us cast off every weight and sin that
clings so closely and run with perseverance the race that is set before us.
Saying yes to Jesus is only getting ready for the race. Our journey is about running the race.
And TOGETHER . . .
I think that it’s easy for all of us to believe that there are milestones in our lives that lull us into a
place of complacency. But I’m reminded of even the forebear of the Wesleyan movement didn’t
believe that his journey was ever over.
John Wesley - the father of the Methodist Movement was baptized as an infant in St. Andrews
church where his father was rector. He was nurtured in the faith and immersed his entire life in
Christian teaching through his mother Susanna.
John and his family escaped from a burning home early in his life and townspeople had to
rescue him from a second story window. His mother even said that he was a brand plucked
from the fire - she knew in her heart that God had a particular place for John Wesley in his life.
John confirmed his faith along the way in the church and immersed himself in his educational
endeavors.
He went away to college at Oxford, he became a fellow at Lincoln College in Oxford and was
instrumental in the formation of what we understand to be some of the first small groups. He
was ordained into the Anglican Church at Christ Church College and began his ministry and
even started a movement of renewal in the church.
But did you know, that in spite of John being confirmed, going away to college, being ordained
into the church and serving among the faithful, that John even felt like his journey wasn’t over?
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And it wasn’t until May 24th 1738 that John had what many would call his conversion
experience. John Wesley who had already begun something monumental in the church, had a
full assurance of his salvation.
In his journal from the night of that conversion experience, John wrote these words:
“In the evening I went very unwillingly to a society in Aldersgate Street, where one was reading
[Martin] Luther’s preface to the Epistle to the Romans. About a quarter before nine, while he
was describing the change which God works in the heart through faith in Christ, I felt my heart
strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone, for salvation; and an assurance was
given me that He had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law of sin and
death.”
Those words for me are a reminder that today isn’t the end of your journey but a marker point,
an Ebenezer if you will. An Ebenezer is a funny word - but it is nothing more than a marker
point.
In the book of Samuel - a marker was established as a way of commemorating God’s help.
God has brought us this far. But the meaning isn’t that God has brought us this far and wants
us to stay here - but God has brought us this far and expects us to go forth - but with God’s
help. God will go with us! Together!
Today in words that are affirmed, words that are spoken, we are saying to God - I love you, but
I need you more now than ever before. I confess today that you, O God, that you are not done
with us yet.
In the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Let us pray.
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