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Computing has come a long way in a short time
My first computer was my fingers – kind of limited
I remember being amazed at adding machines that didn't just add, but subtracted
Then came calculators – those in Psych lab took minutes to do a square root
My astronomy professor came in one day to show off his $400 hand held calculator which was
pretty amazing, but a $10 unit from Dollar General could match it today
The earliest computers had something like 5 mg of memory and filled a room
And now, computers are capable of things unheard of just a few years ago – scary
I missed the weather radar last week while camping
They tell us the power of the human mind is utilized no where near its full potential
10% myth – no one really knows the potential
And today, I want to take a look at how the power of the HS is equally under utilized
Do we access even the mythical 10% of that resource?
In Christianity we have the concept of the Trinity – Father, Son, Holy Spirit
We fairly readily identify with the first two
Father – creator, provider, sustainer, etc
Son – Jesus as the embodiment of God; one of us, yet divine
But when it comes to the HS, things get a little ethereal
Like the Ghost of Christmas Future in Dicken's novel it's a bit undefined and because of
that is deemed mysterious and maybe even a little scary - “Holy Ghost”
Often when it comes to seeking spiritual guidance, we act like I did as a five year old counting fingers
We rely on ourselves, our limited knowledge and resources – result is, we continue to be lost
Our culture more or less says, decide for yourself on just about anything
We put ourselves on the same level as God when we say, “Well, this is what I believe.”
Note the computer provides resources and information, but you still have to do something with those
Likewise, the HS provides guidance and empowerment, but from there it's up to us to do
something with that guidance and empowerment
In 2007, the church I was serving was in a difficult state
Things had grown stagnant, we weren't progressing – and if you don't move forward,
you decline
Our bills weren't getting paid – big list from treasurer of unpaid bills
People were feeling disheartened, some left for greener pastures (and maybe pastors!)
What were we going to do? Sending out a letter saying we're broke doesn't inspire
Telling the congregation, you're not giving enough doesn't lift spirits
So our finance committee decided to do something novel
Instead of looking for the magical program, we decided to pray about it
Result was that the HS was at last accessed, giving us the ability to “power up”

Our program was simple – we asked everyone to pray for the church 2 minutes /day
130 x 2 = almost 4.5 hours of prayer for the church each day
Pray that our church would grow in spirit, be guided by HS in every aspect
That we would grow in outreach and mission, beyond ourselves
That we would grow numerically in attendance/membership
That we would grow financially
The church accessed the HS, was graced with guidance and “powered up” to do what
could not be accomplished before
But, we still had to do our part, we had to be a participant
God wasn't going to do a direct deposit to the church's bank account
Had to talk up the church, invite people, welcome newcomers, give faithfully,
volunteer a little more
All the earlier efforts had fallen short, but this turned things around!
2008, the year of the Great Recession, we paid our apportionments off several months
early, got our bills all up to date and had funds banked for the coming year
Once you've accessed the HS, you can't just coast – to be powered up, you have to stay plugged in
After awhile we started to fall back into old, familiar patterns of spiritual laziness, and had to
remind ourselves, regroup and revitalize, power up!
In another church I served, we literally saw the Spirit leave the room
Plans were being discussed for a church addition – SS rooms, office space
Lots of excitement and vision until one individual said, “This is all just a dream; it isn't
going to happen.” and for the next five years it didn't (Balloon deflation)
1 Thessalonians 5:19 - “Do not quench the Spirit”
You can do that by dumping water on the fire, just letting the fire go out or by
pulling plug
There is so much potential for churches, for individual Christians, that simply goes untapped
We get so tied up with our own ideas and ambitions that we don't look to the Spirit for
inspiration and as a result get on a path that doesn't really go anywhere
We rely so much on our own resources and abilities that we fail to take on the great challenges
that look like too much for us, but which come into reach when we look beyond ourselves
It requires faith – a willingness to do what we haven't done before, go where we haven't been
before, moving past our own self imposed limits
When our youth went to Philippi a few weeks ago, a lot of them didn't know how to put
on a roof, or add a room to a structure – but they were given that ability when they
were willing to do those things
They didn't know what to say to people living in difficult circumstances, but the Spirit
gave them words along with opportunities to touch the lives of other people
It's a matter of being open and available to being “powered up”
In 2 Corinthians 12:9-10 the Apostle Paul makes a couple of points
Paul apparently suffered from some sort of physical affliction, a “thorn in the flesh”
Some think it had to do with vision problems, some think arthritis
Something that would limit him in his missionary work of sharing the gospel
He could have retreated into obscurity, but was empowered by the HS
God's word to Paul was, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect
in weakness.”
People witnessed Paul's physical issues and were impressed at his continuing on

He says he boasts of his weakness
Usually people boast of their strengths – records they've set; big accomplishments
Paul's saying, I'm just not up to this myself, but God can use me in my weakness
And he goes out to be the greatest missionary of all time

Then he says that he is content with weakness, insults, hardships, persecutions and calamities for it's in
those setbacks that God's power and grace is seen; not when all is well and everything falls into place
I can't honestly say that same thing for myself
I don't like to be insulted; I don't like it when things go badly; I don't want to be
persecuted for what I believe, but I understand what Paul is saying
It's in those times and challenges that the strength and presence of God is known
What I can say to you is that when I simply can't do what is required...
When my resources fall short...
When I'm out of ideas...
When I feel like I've failed...
It's then, that I turn to the only resource left; the one to which I should have gone initially, God's
empowering Holy Spirit
It is then that things begin to change...
It is then that miracles happen...
It is then that the impossible becomes reality
In our culture we've historically thought of ourselves as self reliant people
Early explorers, pioneers, the people who first scratched out a living here west of the
Alleghenies
People who were reliant on themselves at least on the surface, but I suspect were deeply in tune
with God to provide the game, the rain for the crops, the time of harvest
Jesus chose fishermen to be his disciples because they knew what it meant to rely on God in the
midst of a storm, or a time when it seemed there were no fish to be caught
Relying on God may appear to be a weakness to some, but it's actually the greatest source of
strength we can access
So, be encouraged to “plug in” to the Holy Spirit; “Power up” and discover the difference that can and
will make.

